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I. Introduction

In 1912, Edgar Rice Burroughs first informed the world of
Tarzan, a man who had been raised in the African wilderness by
apes. Tarzan was John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, the son of  English
nobles  who  were  stranded  and  died  in  the  jungle.  In  his  first
chronicled adventure, he met Jane Porter,  the woman who would
become his wife and greatest ally.  The adventures of  Tarzan and
Jane  were  a  huge international  hit,  popularizing  the  Jungle  Hero
archetype and spawning 23 sequels by Burroughs, with authorized
sequels arising after Burroughs' death. In addition, many films were
produced based  on the  ape-man's  adventures,  starting  in  1918—
early  actors  who  played  the  Jungle  Lord  include  Elmo  Lincoln,
Gene Pollar, P. Dempsey Tabler, James Pierce, and Frank Merrill. 

But one of  the most enduring movie versions of  Tarzan's
adventures came in the form of  the twelve films starring Olympic
swim champion Johnny Weissmuller. These films codified many of
the popular tropes about Tarzan, such as his distinctive yell, but they
also  created misconceptions  about  the  character,  such as  that  he
could not speak full sentences (“Me Tarzan, you Jane”), or that he
was an American. Actually, he and Jane swapped nationalities from
their  book counterparts,  as  the Virginian Jane was here  made an
Englishwoman. Jane also has black hair instead of  blonde, and her
surname is Parker rather than Porter. With all these differences and
more, it's almost like the literary Tarzan and the Weissmuller Tarzan
are  two  separate  characters.  I  like  to  imagine  that  they  are,  and
exploring their differences is the basis of  this document. Previous
authors, such as Philip José Farmer, have theorized that the Tarzan
of  Burroughs' novel was and is a real individual who lived in our
world.  Farmer's  book  Tarzan  Alive  (1972)  offers  a  speculative
biography on the “real” Lord Greystoke, and so  I shall here attempt
to construct a study of  the life of  the cinematic Tarzan.

However, I cannot believe that the cinematic Tarzan lived in
our  universe.  Consider  that  the  two Tarzans  have  never  crossed
paths in any story. One would imagine that at some point in their
long lives, they would learn of  another jungle-man named Tarzan
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and investigate.  But there is  no record of  these two figures ever
meeting.  I  believe  these  separate  Tarzans  must  exist  in  separate
universes. However, the two universes of  the two Tarzans must be
close to each other, as my research has revealed the two worlds have
interacted on occasion. Indeed, I consider the Weissmuller Tarzan
universe to be a branch off  from the literary Tarzan cosmos, though
I'm unsure when or how its history deviated.

One can expand the scope of  this exercise. Brenda Joyce,
the  second  actress  to  play  Jane  for  this  series  after  Maureen
O'Sullivan, plays Jane in both the last Weissmuller film,  Tarzan and
the  Mermaids,  and the  first  film of  the  Lex Barker  Tarzan series,
Tarzan's  Magic  Fountain.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the
Weissmuller Tarzan and the Barker Tarzan are the same individual,
bringing five additional films into the mix. Additionally, the fictional
town of  Randini is featured or mentioned in the Weissmuller film
Tarzan and the Amazons and the Barker film Tarzan and the Slave Girl,
as well as two Gordon Scott Tarzan films, Tarzan's Fight for Life and
Tarzan and the Trappers, adding the Scott films into continuity. The
Scott  films  contain  a  character  named  Tartu,  who  is  similar  to
Tarzan's son Boy from the Weissmuller films, but Tartu cannot be
Boy  due  to  timeline  issues.  As  we  will  see,  the  Gordon  Scott
incarnation of  Tarzan is in truth a grown up Boy, whose son Tartu
is Tarzan's grandson. 

But there is an interesting detail about the career of  actor
Johnny Weissmuller that gives an additional wrinkle to this version
of  Tarzan.  Immediately  after  his  tenure  as  Tarzan,  Weissmuller
spent  16  films  and  a  26-episode  TV  show  playing  Jungle  Jim
Bradley, based off  the comic strip character created by Don Moore
and Alex Raymond. In the last three films, rights issues forced the
screenwriters to change the Jungle Jim character's name to “Johnny
Weissmuller,”  mirroring how cowboy actors Gene Autry and Roy
Rogers  played  fictionalized  versions  of  themselves  in  their  films.
This  incarnation of  Jungle Jim, like the cinematic  Tarzan,  differs
from his print version. The comic strip Jungle Jim spends most of
his time in southeast Asia, while the Jungle Jim movies are set in an
Africa resembling that of  the Tarzan films. There is evidence that
the Weissmuller versions Tarzan and Jungle Jim exist in the same
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universe at  the very  least:  the Tarzan film  Tarzan and the  Leopard
Woman  and  the  Jungle  Jim  movie  Pygmy  Island  both  feature  the
fictional African country of  Bugandi, which is not to be confused
with the real-life kingdom of  Buganda. Additionally, the Tarzan film
Tarzan's Savage Fury depicts the Wazuri, a version of  the Waziri from
the Burroughs novels; the Wazuri make an appearance in an episode
of  the Jungle Jim TV show, “The Eyes of  Minobo.” 

Many critics have called Weissmuller's Jungle Jim “Tarzan in
safari gear,” and it is tempting to consider this as a literal statement,
that the two men are the same. There is another story that inspires
me to believe this: in the 1930s, DC Comics introduced a character
based  on  Jungle  Jim,  called  Congo  Bill.  After  twenty  years  of
realistic  and grounded adventures,  Congo Bill  was  revised in  the
1950s so that he now could use a magic ring to swap bodies with a
golden ape  called  the  Congorilla.  The  Jungle  Jim-like  adventurer
becomes  a  creature  of  the  jungle.  While  I  do  not  interpret  the
Congo Bill-Congorilla  stories  literally,  they  are,  in  a  metaphorical
way, part of  the inspiration for my speculation that the film versions
of  Tarzan and Jungle Jim were the two men in one body. Some have
pointed out that Tarzan's inability to learn correct grammar despite
the length of  his career indicates he may have brain damage. The
same brain damage may cause a separation of  personalities. We can
assume Jungle Jim is  the  original  persona and Tarzan is  the new
mind—it  is  possible  that  the  Tarzan personality  represents  Jim's
most basic survival skills, with social skills and memory ejected to
instead enhance focus, coordination, and other abilities needed to
live in the jungle. 

But where did this man come from, and how was his brain
damaged in this particular way? While it is tempting to consider that
the Weissmuller Tarzan is simply the Jim Bradley of  his universe,
historical studies have indicated that the truth is more complex. In
our world, the world of  the literary Tarzan, James Bradley was the
younger of  two brothers. His older brother Johnny (b. 1898) was an
explorer  in  his  own right,  who as  a  young man explored Africa,
following the trails mapped by Aloysius “Trader” Horn. It was deep
in  the  heart  of  the  continent,  in  1918,  that  Johnny  Bradley
disappeared.  Investigations by such distinguished researchers  as  J.
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Kariven and W.H. Littlejohn determined that the area he vanished in
contained the  ruins  of  a  civilization which worshipped a god of
time, with ostensible connections to a mysterious city spoken of  by
the seer Bayrolles. (It was Bayrolles who revealed key details behind
the  Weissmuller  universe's  history  and mechanisms.)  The  ancient
rituals in this place, perhaps practiced by a forbidden sect, seem to
have  weakened  the  barriers  between  dimensions,  which  allowed
Johnny to plunge through the skin of  one universe into another. For
more details  on what drew him through,  see the entry for 1951,
Tarzan and the She-Devil. Time in the two universes was synced, and
so it was 1918 in this world as well. Here, unaware of  the change, he
spent two years building a name as an explorer, and then had the
adventure seen in 1948's  Jungle Jim. He had not passed through the
dimensional wormhole unscathed. Exposed to harsh alien energies,
Johnny's brain was damaged, and when he was struck on the head
during his first major adventure, the damage was irritated and he
collapsed. When he awoke he had regressed to a primal state, and
adopted the name Tarzan. On Johnny's original Earth, the stories of
Tarzan by Edgar Rice Burroughs had already become quite popular
and he remembered the name subconsciously. For the next thirty
years of  his life, Johnny would live his life as Tarzan, unaware of  his
true identity. In 1946, he experienced circumstances that restored his
original personality, though for the next several years he occasionally
relapsed to his Tarzan identity.

I  encourage  authors  to  tell  stories  of  this  amalgamated
character, and I consider all of  my original ideas for this book to be
in the public domain. But I recognize certain alterations must be
undertaken to allow this. Tarzan and Jungle Jim and their associated
characters  and  concepts  are  trademarked,  and so  we  cannot  call
them by their real names. In the first film of  the Weissmuller series,
1932's Tarzan the Ape Man, Jane calls Tarzan both “a wild beast” and
“a brute.” For our purposes, we will refer to the Tarzan persona as
“the  Brute”  even  as  we  call  “Jungle  Jim”  Johnny  Bradford—
avoiding  the  Bradley  name  that  is  associated  with  Jungle  Jim.
Similarly, Jane Parker shall be referred to as June Parker. Cheeta the
chimp we shall conflate with Jungle Jim's chimp pal Tamba (later
Kimbo), as well as the titular chimp from the films Bedtime for Bonzo
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(1951) and Bonzo Goes to College (1952). Tamba is not a chimpanzee,
but instead a member of  a long-lived, highly intelligent chimpanzee-
like  species  similar  to  the  gorilla-like  mangani  who  raised  our
universe's Tarzan (though we cannot directly reference the mangani). 

Johnny Sheffield, who played Tarzan and Jane's adopted son
Boy,  also  played  Bomba  the  Jungle  Boy  in  a  series  of  films—
therefore,  Boy  shall  be  called  Bomba,  a  name  for  which  I've
conceived  an  in-universe  explanation.  The  Bomba  films  can  be
included as part of  this universe's narrative, showing the youth of
the man who succeeded his father as the Brute; these offer some
hints as to Bomba's true origins. That the Bomba films are set in the
same universe as the Tarzan films is hinted at by the fact that in the
Bomba film  The Lion Hunters,  Bomba commands animals with his
father's trademark cry of  “Ungawa!”

We must also discuss Jungle Jim's sidekick from the comic
strip, Kolu. Kolu only appears in the first Jungle Jim film, where
instead of  an Indian Hindu he is the chief  of  the Maasai—he also
has a sister, Zia, who does not exist in the comics. Kolu is played by
actor Rick Vallin,  who also plays a  man from the Blue Valley in
Tarzan's Magic Fountain, Chief  Mahala in the Jungle Jim film Captive
Girl, Abdullah in the Bomba film The Golden Idol, the Matusa chief
Bono in the Jungle Jim film Jungle Manhunt, and, curiously, a Sergeant
Bono in the Jungle Jim movie Voodoo Tiger. Bono or Bonu seems to
be this man's true name, and the consensus indicates he was a chief
either of  the real Maasai or the fictional Matusa. I have changed the
relationship between Bonu and Zia based on the strangely awkward
way in which she is introduced as his sister. I believe that Bonu and
Zia were in fact husband and wife, but had to pretend to be brother
and sister because Bonu's position as chief  of  the Matusa put them
in danger. For the same reason their daughter Zandra was adopted
by Oman, ruler of  the Matusa city Palandria, from the film Tarzan
Triumphs. 

It is notable that the “Maasai” of  the Jungle Jim and Bomba
films are inaccurately depicted as a cult of  lion-worshippers. I have
replaced references to the Maasai in these stories with the fictitious
Matusa, who did worship lions. This is the tribe Bonu led. As Bonu
is their chief, the Matusa must be the tribe that inhabits the Blue
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Valley, the source of  immortality  in the Tarzan films.  During the
course of  my research, I determined that the Blue Valley, among
other communities  seen in these films, was related to Zimbalu,  a
mysterious ancient city seen in the first Jungle Jim film. Zimbalu was
once ruled by a powerful tribe who were deposed by a devil-cult. I
theorize that the Matusa were the original inhabitants of  Zimbalu,
who were thrown out by the Jaconi, a violent people depicted in the
Tarzan films. The Jaconi were themselves Matusa who were driven
out of  Zimbalu at an earlier point for profaning the Fountain of
Youth. 

Discussing  the  Matusa  allows  me to  point  out  that  while
many tribes of  the later Tarzan, Jungle Jim, and Bomba films are
depicted  as  white,  in  truth  the  Matusa  and  all  the  other  tribes
mentioned here were black. The filmmakers who adapted Bayrolles'
vision  of  this  universe  inserted  their  own  racism,  and  thus  the
“good” or “advanced” natives of  their fiction were white, while the
“evil” or “primitive” natives were black. Their beliefs do not reflect
reality.

I should note, digressing for a moment, that the Brute also
has a daughter, one we do not need to disguise. In the Jungle Jim
film  Captive  Girl,  Johnny  Bradford  encounters  a  white  blonde
woman who has lived in the jungle for many years. She can control
animals  with  a  whistle  that  sounds  uncannily  like  a  high-pitched
version of  the Brute's trademark yell. I believe this girl represents
Bradford's daughter, who must have been stolen from him at some
point only to grow up in the wild. In the interest of  expanding the
Brute's  regular  cast,  I  have  made  this  woman  into  the  Brute's
daughter, Joanna Dale Parker. In the ensuing Jungle Jim films where
Jim befriends a female native, I have postulated that the woman in
question is in truth Joanna. Wanting to give Joanna an adventurer
name like those of  her brother and father, I have conflated her with
the dancer Shalimar from Voodoo Tiger.

What  follows  is  a  timeline  that  details  the  scope  of  this
universe. Many characters in this timeline are conflations of  multiple
characters who were played by the same actor across the different
connected texts. Not every actor has received this treatment: Martin
Wilkins,  for example,  plays no less than ten separate roles across
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these movies, and figuring out explanations for all of  them would be
tedious.  I  should  also  note  that  I  altered  several  names  to  fit
continuity or my preference.  For example,  the Brute marries  two
different women, named in their source material as Connie Bryce
and Bonnie Crandall. Constantly referencing “Connie and Bonnie”
grew tedious, so I wondered if  Bonnie's full name could be Bonita.
Using this  logic,  I  named her Nita;  this  serves as a nod to Nina
Trent,  the  “jungle  goddess”  from  the  film  Trader  Horn  (1931).
Additionally, I could not resist changing Bonnie/Nita's surname to
Cranston, so that the Lord of  the Jungle was marrying the daughter
of  someone  from  pulp  fiction—or,  rather,  his  alternate  reality
counterpart.  Since  I  preferred the  name Bonu to Bono for  Rick
Vallin's character, I have changed the name of  Boru from Bomba and
the Jungle Girl to Bora, to prevent confusion. For further explanation
of  some of  the character decisions I made, see the Glossary for this
book in Section III. 

While  I  do  cover  episodes  from the  Jungle  Jim  TV series,
some episodes represent insignificant instances in Bradford's life, or
feature fictional incidents (such as Bradford leaving Africa), and I
have  chosen not  to include them in  the  timeline.  These  include:
“Episode 1 – Man Killer,” “Episode 3 – Treasure of  the Amazon,”
“Episode  5  –  Jungle  Justice,”  “Episode  10  –  The  Deadly  Idol,”
“Episode 11 – The Leopard's Paw,” “Episode 15 – The Code of  the
Jungle,” “Episode 16 – Wild Man of  the Jungle,” “Episode 17 –
Safari into Danger,” “Episode 19 – Striped Fury,” “Episode 21 –
Voodoo  Drums,”  “Episode  22  –  The  Avenger,”  “Episode  23  –
Return of  the Tauregs,” and “Episode 26 – Power of  Darkness.”
On  top  of  this,  some  episodes  of  the  show  have  been  moved
around in the timeline as their events occasionally fit in nicely with
the events of  one of  the movies. 

As I  fused Tarzan with Jungle  Jim and created a web of
disguises  for  the  characters  from  these  series,  I  built  up  the
cumulative  effects  on  continuity  that  all  these  decisions  caused.
Thus, details from several of  the entries, especially the later Jungle
Jim  and  Bomba  media,  differ  from  what  is  actually  depicted
onscreen. However, my main goal is to enhance minute connections
across  this  vast  web of  stories,  with  the  consequence being  that
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these later, duller tales are given greater depth.
I should point out that this article would not exist if  it were

not  for  Dennis  Power's  articles  “Triple  Tarzan  Tangle”
(http://www.pjfarmer.com/secret/tarzan/time-travelers-
revised.htm),  “Tarzan?  Jane?”
(http://www.pjfarmer.com/secret/tarzan/Tarzan-Jane-intro.htm),
and  “Tarzans  in  the  Valley  of  Gold”
(http://www.pjfarmer.com/secret/tarzan/tarzans-in-the-valley-of-
gold.htm). While my conclusions are dramatically different from Mr.
Power's, occasionally we envision very similar circumstances.
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II. Timeline

1918  –  Johnny  Bradford  passes  from  our  universe  to  another
through  a  mysterious  portal.  Unaware  that  he  has  crossed
dimensional barriers, Johnny Bradford builds a name for himself  as
an explorer in Africa. He befriends Bonu, chief  of  the Matusa, as
well as Bonu's wife Zia.

1920 – Johnny Bradford fails to rescue a native man from a leopard;
the  dead man was carrying a golden,  hieroglyph-covered cylinder
full of  a strange gummy substance. The cylinder comes from the
lost Matusa city of  Zimbalu, and the substance is a poison used by a
witch-doctor cult  of  the Jaconi.  Bradford seeks Zimbalu and the
devil-cult  in  the  company  of  Bonu  and  Zia,  as  well  as  crooked
photographer  Bruce  Edwards,  and  Dr.  Hilary  Constance  Parker,
who hopes the poison contains a cure for polio. He is also joined by
his dog, Skipper, and his  raven, Caw-Caw. Bruce Edwards comes
from a family of  criminals, being a descendant of  Stephen Hawke, a
19th Century  criminal  who  murdered  and  impersonated  the
nobleman Percival Glyde, as seen in the film Crimes at the Dark House
(1940).  In  Johnny  Bradford's  original  universe,  the  circumstances
surrounding  Percival  Glyde  were  quite  different,  as  depicted  in
Wilkie Collins'  The Woman in White  (1859). Despite struggles with
the wildlife,  the group reaches Zimbalu,  while  Johnny and Hilary
find themselves attracted to each other.  Hilary is  disappointed to
learn  that  the  cult's  poison  does  not  contain  a  polio  cure.  The
treacherous Edwards allies himself  with the devil-cult of  Zimbalu,
but the cultists betray and kill  him. During the ensuing fight, the
temple is destroyed, wiping out the devil-cult, but it is believed that
Johnny is killed, leaving Dr. Parker particularly distraught. In truth,
Johnny is struck by falling rubble which agitates his brain damage.
When  he  awakens  and  digs  himself  out  of  the  rubble  both  his
clothes and memory are reduced to tatters. Left with pure survival
instinct,  Bradford  forgets  his  past  self  and  becomes  the  Brute.
(Jungle Jim, 1948)
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1921 – 1929 – Johnny Bradford, now the Brute, develops mastery of
his  chosen environment,  the Mutia  escarpment.  The animals  and
local tribes become aware of  his presence, and learn to respect or
fear him. He falls  in love with Linasi,  queen of  the Ashuba, and
becomes  her  consort.  In  1929 she  gives  birth  to  his  son in  the
presence of  two explorers, Richard and Augustina Lancing. A rival
king,  Gamboso  of  the  Yorango,  takes  advantage  of  the  queen's
labor to attack her people, and to save the baby Augustina takes it
and runs. Separated from the Brute and Linasi, the Lancings adopt
the baby, naming him Richard Jr. Years later they will return to this
place, with deadly consequences. The Brute mourns Linasi and their
child, who he believes are both dead. (Bomba and the Jungle Boy, 1952)

1930 – June Parker comes to Africa to join her father James and his
assistant Harry Holt on their expedition to the Mutia escarpment,
said  to  contain  a  massive  elephant  graveyard  worth  a  fortune  in
ivory. En route to the escarpment, they encounter the Brute, who
becomes fascinated with June (presumably due to her resemblance
to her American cousin Hilary) and kidnaps her. June learns to see
the human in the Brute and falls in love with him. As the expedition
nears the elephant graveyard, they are attacked by the pygmy tribe
known as the Bush Devils, and James Parker dies of  a stroke before
the  Brute  calls  elephants  to scatter  the  pygmies.  Harry  wants  to
bring June back to civilization but she chooses to remain with the
Brute. The two conceive a daughter, who June christens Joanna Dale
Parker. (Tarzan the Ape Man, 1932)

1932 – The Brute and June have made a life for themselves in the
jungle. Harry Holt and his business partner Martin Arlington return
to  the  Mutia  escarpment  to  try  once  more to claim the  ivory—
Harry, who is in love with June, wants to recover her as well. When
the Brute refuses to lead them to the elephant graveyard, Arlington
shoots an elephant and follows it to the ivory. He then seemingly
kills  the  Brute,  who  in  truth  survives  thanks  to  the  efforts  of
Tamba. Without the Brute to lead them down the mountain, they
are beset  by  a group of  Matusa lion-worshippers who try to kill
them. Once more the Brute calls lions to the rescue, but not before
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Holt  is  killed—Arlington is  seriously  injured  but  barely  survives,
disappearing  into  the  jungle.  The Brute  and June  return  to their
quiet life after returning the stolen ivory. (Tarzan and His Mate, 1934)

1934  – A  new  expedition  sets  out  to  recover  June,  this  time
consisting  of  her  cousins Eric  and Rita  and their  guide,  Captain
Benjamin Fry, as well as Fry's assistant Rawlins. June's uncle Peter
has recently died, and has left her his fortune on the condition that
she return to civilization.  (A conservative  man,  Peter  Parker  had
disowned his daughter Hilary for pursuing an “unwomanly” career
in science.) Dealing with trouble from the local Gaboni tribe, the
group eventually finds the Brute and June, and Captain Fry tries to
make a prize of  the Brute after convincing June to fulfill the will.
June  remains  unaware  that  the  spirit  of  greed  lives  within  the
seemingly-kind Rita and Eric Parker. But the Brute breaks free of
his bonds just in time to save June and the others from the Gaboni.
The villainous Captain Fry dies when he falls into the Lagoon of
the Dead, a bog full of  a species of  hitherto-unknown venomous
iguanas, seizing hold of  Rita Parker in the process and dragging her
down into the marsh. June grieves her cousin's death, but she and
the Brute continue their life together.  Rita is not truly dead, nor is
Captain Fry—the Lagoon of  the Dead contains a portal to Johnny
Bradford's world, and when the two awake in a different universe
they are unaware of  the change, as Johnny was when he crossed.
Believing  that  Eric  left  them to  drown,  they  are  embittered  and
decide to become treasure hunters, under the new names of  Captain
Benson  and  Rita  de  la  Vega.  Rita  invents  a  phony  ancestry  for
herself  to disguise  her  origins,  unaware  that  her  relatives  do not
exist in this world. For more on Benson and Rita de la Vega, see the
film Man Hunters of  the Caribbean (1936) and my book Gatherings. 

After Captain Fry's (seeming) death, his servant Bomba befriends
the Brute and June and they allow him to live with them for a time.
One day, however, while attempting to retrieve a rumored cache of
treasure from the base of  the Lagoon of  the Dead, he is sucked into
the portal at the bog's base. He enters Johnny's original world, but is
promptly captured and brought to the Caribbean by a white man
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named Carrefour,  who forces Bomba to use his  name. After the
slaver Carrefour's death, Bomba Carrefour is turned into a zombie
by a local houngan, or voodoo priest. Later in his life, Carrefour the
zombie will be known as Kalaga. The life of  the zombie Carrefour
was depicted in the films I Walked with a Zombie (1943) and Zombies
on Broadway (1945). The Brute and June presume Bomba dead, and
hold a funeral for him in his absence. Shortly after this, however, a
plane crashes on the Mutia escarpment containing Richard Lancing
and  his  wife  Augustina,  as  well  as  their  five-year-old  son.  The
Lancings are researchers and were transporting a recently-discovered
artifact  from the  ruins  of  Zimbalu,  known as  the  Silver  Scarab.
Richard  goes  in  search  of  help,  while  Augustina  remains  with
Richard Jr. When Richard reaches a nearby village he discovers to
his horror that the village is ruled by Chief  Gamboso, who nearly
killed him and his wife years ago. Gamboso's people torture Richard
to find Augustina's  whereabouts,  but when the men find her she
hides  the  baby  and  commits  suicide.  The  Silver  Scarab  remains
hidden  on  the  plane.  Tamba  the  chimp  saves  the  child,  who  is
adopted by the Brute and June. In honor of  their late friend, they
name the  boy  Bomba.  The  Brute  is  unaware  that  Bomba  is  his
biological  son  by  Linasi.  Years  later,  June  will  discover  to  her
amusement  that  the  Stratemeyer  Syndicate  had  been  publishing
stories about “Bomba the Jungle Boy” since 1926. The stories from
these books may have taken place on Johnny Bradford's homeworld,
with the events depicted therein entering the minds of  the authors
of  the books in dreams—this is a common way that creators receive
images  from other  worlds and thus tell  stories  that  transpired in
parallel universes. (Tarzan Escapes,  1936;  Tarzan Finds a Son!,  1939;
Bomba and the Jungle Girl, 1952; “Episode 20 – Sacred Scarab,” Jungle
Jim TV series, 1956)

1937 – Richard Lancing's family, including the elderly Sir Thomas
and the young Mr. and Mrs. Austin Lancing, go in search of  their
relative's son when they learn that the boy is due to inherit a fortune
from  their  nobleman  relative,  Greystoke.  When  they  learn  that
Richard's son is the Brute's adopted son Bomba, they try to bring
him back to civilization forcibly, but Sir Thomas realizes the greedy
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intentions  of  his  younger  relations,  who  seek  to  control  the
Greystoke fortune through Bomba. Thomas is shot resisting them,
but the Austin Lancings are captured by the violent Zambesi tribe,
who torture them to death.  The Brute then wrecks  the Zambesi
village with the aid of  a group of  elephants. Sir Thomas recovers
from his gunshot and returns to England. It is worth noting that in
this film, Bomba encounters a strange species of  tarantula—these
spiders, larger than average but not giant, seemingly work as a group
to  weave  a  single  giant  web,  in  order  to  snare  larger  prey.  This
species may be related to the giant spiders seen in later films, just as
the  venomous  predatory  iguanas  from  the  previous  film  may
represent a unique exotic species. (Tarzan Finds a Son!, 1939)

A word on the late Lord Greystoke: John Clayton proved to be a
fragile boy after his parents John and Alice returned from their long
but  uneventful  trip  to  Africa.  Growing  up  sickly,  the  young
nobleman took to cursing his surroundings in his final days, as if
civilization itself  had poisoned a soul which, in another life,  may
have lived quite differently.

1939 – The Brute,  June,  and Bomba discover gold on the Mutia
escarpment. Bomba befriends Tumbo, a Gaboni boy, who loses his
mother to a disease devastating his people. After being captured for
sacrifice by the Gaboni, who believe him to be the source of  the
sickness,  Bomba  is  rescued  by  a  scientific  expedition  led  by
Professor  Elliot,  who  reunite  him  with  his  father.  Bomba  tells
Elliot's assistants, Fidel Medford and Vandermeer, about the gold,
and they plot to take it for themselves. When Bomba falls ill with
the plague, the two thieves use it as leverage to convince the Brute
to lead them to the gold, after murdering the professor. However,
they are all captured by the Jaconi people, who kill Vandermeer and
severely injure Medford, who is later sent to prison. The Brute and
his family escape with Tumbo, and peace returns to the escarpment.
Initially, the Brute and June are keen on raising the orphan Tumbo,
but eventually the boy's extended family learns of  his whereabouts
and believes the Brute and his wife have kidnapped the boy. The
Gaboni attack the Brute's encampment, taking not only Tumbo but
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also the couple's nine-year-old daughter, Joanna. For years they will
believe she is dead, but in truth, chimpanzee relatives of  Tamba's
abduct her from the Gaboni and spend the next nine years raising
the girl in the wild. Just as her father and brother have jungle names,
she takes the name Shalimar. (Tarzan's Secret Treasure, 1941)

1940 – A circus plane,  crewed by circus owner Buck Rand, pilot
Jimmy Shields, and animal-wrangler Manchester Montford, lands on
the Mutia escarpment. The Brute tries to banish them, but they ask
for time to recover. Buck Rand remarks that the Brute is not his first
wildman;  his  brother  Lincoln died in the  wilderness and his  son
became  a  jungle  adventurer  named  Kioga,  while  the  son  of  his
brother John grew up in the wild as Ka-Zar. They were documented
in pulp tales by William L. Chester and Bob Byrd. During this time,
the  circus  folk  discover  Bomba  is  a  natural  animal-trainer,  and
kidnap him to take him back to perform in New York after they're
driven off  the  plateau by  the  Jaconi.  The Brute  and June,  using
some of  the escarpment's gold, book passage to America. Rather
than use his jungle name, the Brute uses an alias which June drew
from  the  Bomba  the  Jungle  Boy  books—Cody  Casson.  While
searching for the pilot, Shields, they encounter his singer girlfriend,
Connie  Beach.  The  Brute's  brain  trauma  prevents  him  from
recognizing  her,  but  Connie  is  shocked  to  recognize  her  former
friend  and  love  interest,  Johnny  Bradford.  Connie  Beach  was  in
truth Hilary Parker. After being disinherited by her father, she had
fallen on hard times—her scientific research was funded out of  her
own  pocket,  but  as  a  child  she  had  always  had  a  talent  for
performance. When she wasn't singing she was performing magic
acts to get by.  June doesn't  recognize her cousin,  as they haven't
seen each other in decades, and Hilary has swapped her trademark
glasses for contact lenses. She is also curiously well-preserved for a
woman in  her  mid-forties.  Recognizing  the  extent  of  Bradford's
brain damage, and having moved on romantically, Connie does not
expose  her  true  identity  but  instead  gives  the  Brute  and  June
important information about Colonel Ralph Sargent's Circus, who
has taken custody of  Bomba. When the Brute lashes out at Sargent
for refusing to turn over his son, he is put on trial under the name
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Cody Casson (represented by a good lawyer who talks for him). The
court discovers that Bomba is not their natural son and that they
don't have legal custody, but the exposure of  Sargent's crookedness
leads the court to award custody. The Brute and his family return
home.  In  future  instances  where  the  Brute  must  go  out  into
civilization, he uses the name Cody Casson, but not without June or
Bomba present to cover for his limited vocabulary. He can blend
into society, but not perfectly. (Tarzan's New York Adventure, 1942)

1941 – June Parker receives word that her mother is ill, and goes to
London to be with her. Through her letters the Brute and Bomba
learn of  the horrors of  the Blitz, and learn to hate Nazis. Desperate
to save her mother, June contacts her husband asking him to go to
the fabled “medicine  jungle” in  search of  a  cure.  Before  he and
Bomba  can  depart,  however,  a  Nazi  plane  crashes  on  the
escarpment;  several  of  its  passengers  die  in  the  Lagoon  of  the
Dead. SS Captain Bausch leads his men to the lost Matusa city of
Palandria. Though Bausch was aided by the Palandrians years prior,
his men take over the city and he tries to rape Zandra, daughter of
the city's leader Oman and a friend of  Bomba. She escapes when
her brother Achmet sacrifices himself,  and she joins up with the
Brute and Bomba to liberate her city from the Nazi slavers. Bausch,
his commanding officer, and the other Nazis are all killed, save for
one, Karl Straeter, who hides a fortune in gold outside of  the city.
The Brute doesn't know it, but Zandra is in truth the daughter of
his friends Bonu and Zia, adopted by her godfather, Oman. (Tarzan
Triumphs, 1943)

At  last  proceeding to the medicine  jungle,  the Brute and Bomba
cross a vast desert at the base of  the escarpment. After battling a
new legion of  Nazis led by Karl Straeter, they arrive in a small Arab
city,  ruled by Sheikh Amir.  The Brute assumes his  Cody Casson
identity to speak to the locals. Here, they meet Connie Bryce, whom
the Brute this time recognizes as Connie Beach from New York.
Shortly after the Brute and June left New York, Connie's boyfriend
Jimmy Shields was murdered by one of  his gangster comrades. His
killer, a man named Bryce, tried to kill her too, but she overcame
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him, and stole his last name to mock him. Bryce swore revenge.
Using  her  stage  magician  and  singer  careers  as  cover,  she  has
become a courier, delivering a message to Amir's friend Abdul al-
Khim  in  the  city  of  Bir  Herari.  The  three  determine  that  the
message is a warning that al-Khim, a supporter of  the Allies, is in
danger from a desert tribe revolt provoked by the Nazis. On the way
they  find  the  medicine  jungle,  which  is  full  of  giant  lizards  and
spiders that devour the Nazis. Connie Bryce, employing her talents
as a chemist, discovers to her amazement that the chemical pools of
the  medicine  jungle  are  a  more  refined  version  of  the  poison
compound from Zimbalu—and this chemical  will act as a cure for
disease if  properly used. She theorizes that the medicine jungle was
the original homeland of  the Zimbalu devil-cult, who may have bred
the monsters of  the oasis somehow. Though the desert people are
saved, and the medicine shipped, it is too late for the Parker family.
June and her mother die of  the disease, leaving the Brute, Bomba,
and  June's  cousin  Connie  devastated.  However,  the  Brute  and
Connie now give in to their attraction to each other, and they begin
a  relationship,  with  Bomba looking  up  to  Connie  as  a  motherly
figure. (Tarzan's Desert Mystery, 1943)

1943 – Around this time, encouraged by Connie Bryce, the Brute
starts moving his family off  the Mutia escarpment. While working
on transporting their accommodations, the Brute saves a mysterious
woman from a leopard. He learns that she is from the all-female city
of  Palmyra, whose people worship mysterious sun and snake deities.
The  Palmyrans  wear  invulnerable  metal  bracelets  and use  golden
ropes to bind their foes. Their deities are likely Apollo and Athena
—the former, the Greek god of  the sun, and the latter, the one who
transformed  Medusa  into  the  serpent-haired  Gorgon.  The
Palmyrans  originated  on  a  multidimensional  island,  a  veritable
paradise  where  no  male  could  tread.  After  leaving  Palmyra,  the
Brute and Bomba are reunited with Sir Thomas Lancing, Bomba's
relative,  who has  come to visit  after  hearing  of  the  Brute's  new
marriage to Connie. When he hears of  the Amazons, Sir Thomas
goes to find them, despite the Brute's  objections.  His  second-in-
command,  Paul   Ballister,  is  possessed  by  greed,  and  seduces  a
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Palmyran priestess  to gain access  to the city.  When the group is
enslaved by the Amazon Queen, the Brute frees them, but Ballister
and his lackey Anders attempt to flee with the Amazon treasure.
Anders  dies  crossing  the  Lagoon  of  the  Dead,  and  Ballister  is
forced to abandon his treasure to escape. The Brute returns it and
the secret of  Palmyra is restored. However, the Queen is not lenient
with  the  priestess  who had allowed herself  to  be  deflowered  by
Ballister.  Calling  upon one of  their  obscure deities,  the time-god
Aion,  the  Amazons  open  a  portal  to  the  ruined  city  which  had
transported Johnny Bradford to the alternate Earth. The dishonored
priestess, stripped of  her immortality, falls through time and space
until she lands some time prior to the dawn of  the 20 th Century.
Here,  she  gives  herself  over  to  the  hated  Great  Old  Ones,  and
becomes a witch—taking the name of  her former city for her own,
she becomes known as Madame Palmyre. Palmyre's adventures were
depicted  in  Renee  Dunan's  Baal  (1924).  (Tarzan  and  the  Amazons,
1945)

1944  – The  Brute,  Connie,  and  Bomba  are  in  a  Zambesi
marketplace, the former in the guise of  Cody Casson. They learn of
conflict  between  the  Zambesi  and  the  people  of  Bugandi,  also
called Bakunda. The Bugandi are allied with the murderous Leopard
Society,  under  the  command  of  the  High  Priestess  Lea—her
husband, Dr. Emir Lazar, is a spy for the Society, aiding them in
attacking caravans by commanding the local leopard population. Dr.
Lazar is also Sheikh Amir, who helped the Allies defeat the Nazis in
the  desert  three  years  earlier.  He  viewed  the  destruction  of  the
Nazis as an important enough goal for him to join forces with the
hated  Westerners.  The  rebels  the  Nazis  roused  were  of  a  rival
faction to the Leopard Society. “Amir”'s friend Abdul al-Khim of
Bir Hirari is in truth Ali Hassan ben Mahmoud, a dangerous warlord
who poses as the benefactor of  Bir Hirari. The members of  Lazar
and Lea's sect of  the Leopard Society are were-leopards. Splinters
of  their society—wider spread than the historical Leopard Society
of  our world—also worshipped panthers (as encountered in 1947 by
Bomba). The were-leopards attack a hunting party led by the local
commissioner, slaughtering the entire group. When they investigate,
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the Brute's family is bedeviled by Lea's younger brother Kimba, and
eventually  by  Kimba's  machinations  they  are  captured  by  the
Leopard Society. However, they escape and Kimba sacrifices his life
to shoot Lazar, who has always hated him. Lea and the remaining
Leopard Society are seemingly crushed to death when their cave lair
collapses. Secretly, Lea escapes the collapse and nurses Lazar back to
health. By invoking the Great Old Ones, she travels  with him to
Johnny  Bradford's  original  Earth,  where  she  allies  herself  with
businessman Jack Gaunt, as seen in my book The New Adventures of
the Flash Avenger. Emir Lazar's fate in this new world will be revealed
in my forthcoming book Flint Golden and the Thunderchild. Thanks to
Lea one of  Jack Gaunt's allies, Hugo Robbin, is informed of  the
alternate Earth. He is sent there as a spy for Gaunt. Meanwhile, he
commissioner who was killed by the were-leopards is replaced with
a seasoned Scotsman, a Fellow of  the Royal Society named Andy
Barnes. (Tarzan and the Leopard Woman, 1946)

1945 – The Brute, Bomba, and Connie go to celebrate the birthday
of  King Farrod, a local ruler. There, they encounter Tanya Rawlins,
an animal trainer from Colonel Sargent's Circus who is the niece of
the Rawlins who served under Captain Fry. She is accompanied by
two old acquaintances of  the  Brute's:  former Nazi  Karl  Straeter,
traveling under the name Carl  Marley,  who escaped the medicine
jungle and abandoned Nazism; and Paul Ballister, who had tried to
sack the city of  Palmyra. Marley and Ballister intend to recover the
stolen Palandrian gold which the former stole years  earlier.  They
also  attempt  to  circumvent  Farrod's  ban  on  exporting  animals,
allying  themselves  with  Farrod's  treacherous  nephew Ozira,  who
murders the king.  Their  plan backfires when the Brute unleashes
elephants  on the  rebels,  killing  Ozira,  Straeter,  and Ballister.  The
Brute places Farrod's son Suli on the throne and Tanya Rawlins is
sent  off  to  the  authorities.  At  one  point  during  this  adventure,
Ballister says that he heard that the Brute's parents died when he
was a baby, leaving him in the wilderness, but this is a rumor based
on the tales of  Buck Rand, relative of  both Kioga and Ka-Zar—
Ballister confused the stories after hearing them from Tanya, who
was Buck's comrade. In jail,  Tanya Rawlins meets Fidel Medford,
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who fought the Brute in 1939. They bond over the stories of  their
mutual enemy and marry. (Tarzan and the Huntress, 1947)

1946 –  The small island kingdom of  Aquatania, located where the
Nyaga Ratu River joins the ocean, is taken over by criminals Hugo
Robbin and Varga. Robbin poses as the priest Palanth, speaker for
the god Balu, who is “played” by Varga. Palanth attempts to force a
marriage between “Balu” and Mara, lover of  the exiled Tiko, but she
escapes, and finds the Brute, Connie, and Bomba. Aided by a postal
carrier named Benji as well as Tiko, the group strikes back against
Palanth and Varga and manages to drive them away, restoring peace
to Aquatania. Palanth returned to his  original  Earth, and his fate
upon  that  return  is  depicted  in  Katherine  Avalon's  Gatherings  II
(2019).  It  is  likely  that  the  Aquatanians  represent  a  branch  of
Matusa exiles who fled Zimbalu during the Jaconi conquest.  Balu
was a deity in the old culture of  the Matusa; the name “Zim-Balu”
means “kingdom of  Balu.” (Tarzan and the Mermaids, 1948)

Around this time, Bomba decides he is old enough to begin his own
life away from the Brute and Connie. With the Brute's blessing, he
goes off  on his own—his father grants him the Mutia escarpment
as a fifteenth birthday present, as he and Connie have effectively
departed  the  mountain.  In  the  Bomba  stories  the  mountain  is
known as the Great Rift. Bomba's habitation of  the escarpment is
first  discovered  by  nature  photographer  George Harland and his
daughter Patricia. The pair enter the jungle under the guidance of
Commissioner  Andy  Barnes  and his  companion,  the  Gaboni  Eli
Jonas.  Mirroring  his  father's  abduction  of  June  Parker,  Bomba
kidnaps Patricia to learn the nature of  the expedition, and she finds
life in the jungle exciting. He tells her that his adopted father was
named Cody Casson (which is true) and that he is dead (which isn't).
Harland's safari runs into trouble with the Matusa village the Brute
faced  in  1932,  but  Bomba  is  able  to  assist  them.  The  Harlands
return  to  civilization,  while  Barnes  decides  to  keep  a  working
relationship with Bomba. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  early  Bomba  movies  feature  Bomba
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speaking in broken English, much like his father. It is possible that
Bomba imitated his father in this regard in his early adventures, but
quickly  grew  tired  of  this  habit  and  returned  to  speaking  full
sentences. The early Gordon Scott films feature the Brute (Bomba)
speaking broken English as well, but this is entirely fictional. 

If  I  may digress  further,  I  wish  to speculate  on the  relationship
between Andy Barnes and Eli Jonas. The two are presented in the
films as master and servant, but their friendship clearly goes back
some  time,  and  the  later  films  depict  Eli  joking  freely  with  his
“employer.” I believe the films disguised the fact that Barnes and Eli
were  lovers,  husbands  in  every  sense  of  the  word  save  for  the
limited laws of  their time. The two found working in Africa to be
quite agreeable as it allowed them to carry out their relationship in
peace, away from those who disdained both same-sex and interracial
relations. (Bomba, the Jungle Boy, 1949)

Meanwhile  Tamba the chimp (who has begun going abroad as a
research subject from time to time) finds a diary in a crash airplane,
belonging to an aviatrix named Gloria James, who disappeared in
1928. Connie says that James' revolutionary flight was made “when
she was a little girl,” but as we will see this is deliberate misdirection
on her part. The Brute learns from two men in Randini, Alexander
Trask and Malcolm Drew, that a man named Douglas Jessup has
been in prison for almost twenty years waiting for Gloria to return
and free him. The Brute has known for some time that Gloria James
is  in  the  care  of  the  people  of  Blue  Valley,  also  known as  the
Kirundi  Valley—the  unique  Fountain  of  the  Blue  Valley  grants
temporary  restoration of  youth.  Gloria  James has  been a young-
seeming woman this whole time. She returns to civilization and frees
and marries  Jessup.  When Gloria  and her  husband return to the
Valley with the Brute, they are pursued by Trask and Drew. Trask is
trying to hide that he is a brilliant mad scientist.  Born under the
name Thorkel on Johnny Bradford's Earth, his villainy was depicted
in Henry Kuttner's  “Dr.  Cyclops” (1940) and its  film adaptation.
After the catastrophe with his shrinking machine seen in that story,
he  decided  to  flee  to  another  universe,  using  his  brilliance  to
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construct  a  one-way  portal  to  an  adjacent  dimension.  Malcolm
Drew, meanwhile, is married to June Parker's distant cousin Marion
Gateson. When the people of  the Blue Valley turn against them,
Alexander  Thorkel  performs  the  one  noble  act  of  his  life  and
sacrifices himself  to save Drew. Gloria James and her husband are
allowed to stay in the Blue Valley. Years later, Drew will encounter
Tamba once again in a much different setting, as seen in Bonzo Goes
to College. He will believe that Tamba was exposed to the Fountain
of  Youth,  but  in  truth  Tamba's  species  is  responsible  for  her
longevity. (Tarzan's Magic Fountain, 1949)

In  this  time,  Connie  Bryce  decides  to  reveal  the  truth  to  her
husband,  reminding  him  of  the  name  Hilary  Parker.  The  Brute
distantly remembers the name, and his wife then tells  him she is
over fifty years old. She has been with him for much longer than
he's known—even longer than he was with June. She reveals that
she was friends with Gloria James, and in 1929 James invited her to
the Blue Valley. Hilary restored her youth and received the gift of
immortality, and thus began a new life, first as Connie Beach and
later as Connie Bryce. With the permission of  the Matusa, she takes
her husband to the Fountain of  Youth. The Brute learns that the
Fountain is  actually  a  dimensional  fissure  similar  to the one that
brought him to this world.  The energies  leaking from the fissure
instill  longevity  in  humans.  Furthermore,  the  flame-like  radiation
facilitates the growth of  a flowering plant which in itself  is a source
of  immortality, known in its various forms as  taduki,  tana,  silphium,
and kavuru. Gloria James aged without the presence of  the radiation
because she had not been exposed to it previously from a separate
source—because the Brute was bathed in the energy on his passage
to  this  world,  he  will  be  permanently  immortal  from  using  the
Fountain. Connie in turn retained her youth because she has her
own unique connection to the dimensional energy, which she will
discover in the future. The Brute's dip in the Fountain erases his
recent scars and injures; it  reverses some of  his brain damage as
well,  but  because  the  damage  was  initially  caused  by  the  same
energies that restore him, his original personality only imperfectly
returns. He believes he has only just escaped the temple of  Zimbalu.
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Connie is forced to resume her guise as Hilary Parker to prevent a
harsh shock, and is able to convince him that his memories of  it
being 1920 are incorrect, that it is actually 1946. His brain is able to
accept this because he has buried knowledge of  the world of  1946.
Skipper and Caw-Caw have died by now, but he does not ask about
them. Johnny Bradford decides to return to business as usual against
the judgment of  the woman he does not know is his wife. 

1947 – Johnny Bradford encounters a girl who is on the run from
two white men, Mark Collins and Albert Morton—they are under
the employ of  Captain Rawlins,  another uncle of  Tanya Rawlins,
who wants revenge on the ape-man who sent his niece to prison.
Bradford helps  the girl  escape the  hunters  and the two men are
attacked  by  lions.  Though  the  film  calls  this  girl  Li  Wanna,  her
clothing reveals she is Zandra of  Palandria. Recognizing Bradford as
the Brute, she enlists his help, taking him back to Palandria (here
called Dzamm), where Bradford is reunited with Oman (here called
Zoron). Though the city's secrecy is ostensibly compromised by a
spy,  in  truth  the  ex-Nazi  Karl  Straeter,  while  working for  Tanya
Rawlins as Carl Marley, told Tanya about Palandria, and she in turn
told her uncle about the lost city. A blonde woman named Norina is
shown in love with the fictitious Palandrian spy—actually, this was
Connie Bryce, the Brute's wife, who had tired of  waiting for him to
remember  her  and  gone  in  search  of  him.  Along  the  way  she
encounters  Captain Rawlins and,  recognizing him as a relative of
one  of  her  husband's  old  enemies,  infiltrates  his  organization  to
sabotage it from within. During the adventure, Johnny is captured
and punched several times in the head. Left groggy, he is forced to
take  the  thieves  to  Palandria  when  they  threaten  Zandra  with  a
similar beating. In the film, the thieves are overcome by a gorilla
who  Johnny  saved  earlier,  but  they  were  really  defeated  by  a
different kind of  ape. On the road to Palandria, the head trauma he
sustained causes Johnny to turn back into the Brute. He beats the
thugs and leaves them to the justice of  the Palandrians, who are not
merciful.  Connie  reunites  with  the  Brute  and  the  two  go  home
together. (The Lost Tribe, 1949)
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As this happens, on one of  the uninhabited islands of  the Nyaga
Ratu River, Robert Maitland and his sister Judy attempt to clear the
land  to  build  a  mechanized  plantation,  with  the  aid  of
Commissioner Barnes and Eli. Bomba finds them while chasing a
murderous  black  panther.  Maitland's  native  workers  consider  the
island sacred and refuse to allow the trees to be leveled. They also
consider the panther sacred, as their ancestors were members of  the
panther-worshipping sect of  the Leopard Society. The island likely
once  contained  one  of  their  temples.  Judy's  servant  girl  Losana
disappears  and  reappears  in  conjunction  with  the  panther—it  is
likely she is a were-panther. That Losana appears alive at the end of
the film is not a sign that she rejoined the Maitlands, but that she
survived  the  panther's  seeming  death.  Similarly,  Rob  and  Judy
continue their efforts on the island in the film, when in truth they
likely returned to America. Bomba and Judy Maitland are attracted
to  each  other,  and  they  spend  a  considerable  amount  of  time
unsupervised. It  is  possible that Bomba lost his virginity to Judy.
(Bomba on Panther Island, 1949)

1948 – The Maitlands' contact with the panther-men has caused an
outbreak of  plague among them. The tribe, represented in the film
as  the  lion-worshipping  “Lionians,”  kidnaps  women  from  the
Nagasi tribe—as well as Connie Bryce—to placate the evil spirits
that they believe now haunt them for defiling Panther Island. These
kidnappings serve a dual purpose, as the plague is especially fatal to
women,  so the  women they steal  away  are  also concubines.  The
panther-men's king has died of  the disease and the wicked adviser
Sengo, who the Brute briefly fought in 1944, now manipulates the
prince. Much of  the film concerns the Brute and Connie's journey
to bring a scientist named Dr. Campbell to the Lionian village, but
in reality, Connie is able to devise the cure using the poison from the
pits  of  the  Jaconi  medicine  jungle  using  her  own knowledge  of
chemistry. The Brute merely has to buy time for her against Sengo's
insurrection. A lack of  engagement gives the Brute's brain time to
heal,  and  the  Johnny  Bradford  persona  reasserts  itself  once  the
village is saved. (Tarzan and the Slave Girl, 1950)
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The  plague  afflicting  the  panther-men  eventually  infects  Frank
Bentley,  governor  of  the  region  and  Andy  Barnes'  supervisor.
Johnny Bradford goes to see him and saves a woman, Nyobi, from a
gorilla. At Bentley's house, Bradford and Nyobi meet Bentley and
his niece Barbara, along with the governor's physician, Dr. Brandt.
Dr. Brandt is in truth George Harland, who found the journal of
Karl Straeter while on the Mutia escarpment. He intends to recover
the gold Straeter stole from Palandria, and to that end he has his
men disguise themselves as gorillas to attack people as a distraction.
When Bradford interferes with his plans to get the gold, Harland
falls off  a cliff  to his death. Nyobi reveals she is the princess of
Palandria,  come  to  restore  her  people's  treasure.  Nyobi  is  the
biological daughter of  the leader Oman, and thus the stepsister of
Zandra. Frank Bentley recovers from the plague. (Mark of  the Gorilla,
1950)

During his illness, Governor Bentley has been awaiting the arrival of
a U.S. Army official, Captain Anne R. Kingsley, who has important
information on a fiber-producing plant known as the ngoma, which
is sought by both the U.S. and the Soviet Union for war material.
When  Johnny  Bradford  finds  her  dog-tags  in  the  river,  he  goes
looking for her in Bugandi. But he is pursued by Leon Markov, a
Soviet  spy  disguised  as  a  trader,  who  is  joined  by  a  henchman,
Kruger. In truth Kruger, whose real name is Neil Edwards, has an
extensive  ivory-poaching  operation  on  the  side.  His  father  was
Bruce Edwards, who Johnny Bradford faced in 1920. Leon Markov
is the grandson of  Nikolas Rokov, a criminal with a brief  career in
the 1910s; in Johnny Bradford's universe, Nicholas Rokoff  clashed
with  Tarzan  during  some  of  his  early  brushes  with  civilization.
Though the Bush Devil pygmies threaten Bradford's search, Captain
Kingsley soon makes allies with them, and they defeat Markov and
his men. The Bush Devils then agree to grow the ngoma for the
U.S. and their allies. (Pygmy Island, 1950)

When Nyobi returns to Palandria following her adventure, she tells
Zandra of  her encounter with Bradford. Zandra in turn alerts her
father Bonu to Bradford's presence. He meets with his old friend to
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request his aid in retaking some of  his father's lost lands from the
witch-doctor Hakim, who is rumored to murder people for money.
He additionally informs Bradford of  a mysterious blonde white girl
who has been known to traverse the region. This girl is identified in
the  film  as  Joan  Martindale,  whose  parents  were  plane-crash
survivors later murdered by Hakim, leaving their girl to grow up in
the desert. All these details hint at her true origin. Joan Martindale is
Joanna Dale Parker, Bradford's daughter with June Parker, who was
stolen away years ago by the Gaboni. Joanna is known as Shalimar,
and is joined in the jungle by an imported pet tiger, Baby. Bradford
learns of  Hakim's sacrificial murders when he meets Fred Banton, a
greedy treasure-hunter who seeks the Lagoon of  the Dead, which is
full  of  gold  treasures  from Hakim's  murder  victims.  Banton has
always suffered from strange dreams of  his own life in the jungle,
remembering the names “Kaspa” and “Mary Brooks.” Hakim and
Banton joins forces to attempt to sacrifice Bonu and Joanna, but
Bradford overcomes them and Hakim is  killed by jungle  animals
summoned  by  Johnny.  Banton  escapes.  During  the  skirmish,
Johnny's shirt and hat are torn off, and this finally allows Joanna to
recognize the man who has been hunting her. When she exclaims
“Father!”  Johnny's  head  begins  to  spin  from the  shock,  and  he
collapses and becomes the Brute again. Bonu reveals that Connie
contacted him to help the Brute locate his daughter. (Captive Girl,
1950)

Bomba has learned of  the survival of  Losana the were-panther and
has been keeping an eye on her, when he learns she has become the
maid  of  the  Gordon family  under  the  name Nona.  To this  end
Bomba befriends the Gordons' young son David, despite his dislike
of  his father Paul for his insistence on trapping the animals of  the
escarpment.  The  Gordons  encounter  Dr.  Carl  Bentley,  scientist
brother of  Governor Frank Bentley, whose assistants include Fred
Banton—they seek the lost city of  Oma, buried under an ancient
volcanic  eruption.  Banton  witnessed  Joanna  identifying  Johnny
Bradford as the Brute, and thus believes that Bomba likely knows
the location of  Oma. This city, laden with treasure, likely represents
another Matusa settlement. By kidnapping David Gordon (despite

34



resistance from Losana), Banton forces Bomba to lead him to Oma,
but  the  volcanic  passages  are  unstable,  and  Banton  is  seemingly
crushed to death in one of  the imploding tunnels. Bomba rescues
David and returns him home, and the Gordons return to America
so  that  David  may  go  to  school.  Because  of  her  devotion  to
protecting David, Bomba forgives Losana and recognizes she has
truly  reformed.  Unfortunately,  the  seismic  activity  caused  by  the
events in the Lost Volcano begins to threaten the safety of  the Blue
Valley,  which  sits  at  the  volcano's  base.  Slowly  the  inhabitants
evacuate, as rival tribes invade. In later years, the Kirundi Valley will
be known as the Valley of  the Headhunters, or the Valley of  the
Cannibals. (The Lost Volcano, 1950)

At  some point  during  this  year,  while  living  with  Connie  as  the
Brute, Johnny Bradford conceives a son. Connie names him Scott
Peter Parker, after a kindly uncle of  hers and her father, respectively.
The Brute nicknames the boy “Skipper.”  Though she knows her
husband  doesn't  remember  her  life  as  Bradford  when  he  is  the
Brute, Connie asks him, “You nicknamed him after the  dog?” The
Brute's  memory  of  his  old  life  must  have  been  getting  better,
however, as he replied, “Henri Defense got nickname from father's
dog.” When alerted to this statement, Professor H. Jones did not
comment  besides  remarking  that  he  did  remember  meeting
someone named Bradford during World War I.

1949 – Since evacuating the Blue Valley, Douglas Jessup has left his
wife Gloria James to offer his services to the local commissioner
offices, under the alias of  “Peters.” He is preparing to retire with his
wife  when  he  and  his  intended  replacement  Conners  encounter
signs of  gun smuggling among the Ashuba and Yorango peoples.
Just as he learns that the infamous slaver Radijeck is involved, he
and Conners are killed by Radijeck and Dr. Thorkel, in his Trask
guise.  Thorkel  in truth faked his  heroic  death at  the  Blue Valley,
sneaking  away  to  plan  revenge  against  Gloria  James  and  her
husband.  Thorkel  brings  his  assistant  Dr.  Andrews,  but  when
Radijeck breaks his leg Thorkel leaves him behind. Andrews tips off
the  Brute,  who  has  been  pursuing  Radijeck  since  learning  of
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Jessup's murder. Years ago, when she lived in the wild, the Brute's
daughter Joanna nursed Radijeck back to health, only learning later
that he was a slaver. She attempted to kill him after learning this fact
but  he  escaped.  Radijeck  sells  guns  to the  Yorango,  whose king,
Bulam,  was  stung  by  a  rejected  marriage  proposal  to  Queen
Melmendi of  the Ashuba. When he learns that the Brute is trying to
stop him, he remembers learning that Joanna, the girl who helped
him years back, is the Brute's daughter. Locating the Brute's home,
he  threatens  Joanna,  but  she  kills  him  while  her  father  and  his
animals  defeat  Bulam and  his  men.  They  discover  that  Radijeck
murdered Trask.  In this  adventure,  the  Brute encounters  another
strange lifeform of  the jungle, a flesh-eating plant large enough to
devour  a  baby  elephant.  This  plant  may  represent  further
experiments by the Jaconi. (Tarzan's Peril, 1951) 

Shortly after these events, more of  Johnny Bradford's brain tissue
regenerates and he switches personalities. He has not even had time
to put on his normal clothes when he sees a plane about to crash
into  a  river.  He  rescues  the  pilot,  “Ronald  Cameron,”  not
recognizing that he is June Parker's cousin Eric. Parker is here to
locate  Professor  Dunham,  who  was  one  of  Connie  Bryce's
university professors, who also performed some research on Tamba
during one of  her trips to America. With Connie's aid, Dunham has
been performing research in the medicine jungle, finding an unusual
species of  zebra-antelope hybrids known as okongo. The okongo chew
the mandro plants, which is the source of  the Jaconi poison that
also acts a cure for certain diseases. The  okongo's glands refine the
mandro juices into a powerful narcotic—the okongo  may have been
bred by the Jaconi, much like the giant spiders and giant lizards of
the medicine jungle, to create a supply of  the recreational drug. A
local tribe known as the Okongo worship the animal from which
they derived their name. Bradford and Parker meet with Leta, leader
of  the Okongo, enlisting her help in locating Dunham and defeating
the drug-runners who have been preying on the okongo. Leta greatly
resembles Losana, who Bomba fought. The name Leta resembles
Lea,  who was the leader of  the Leopard Society.  It  is  likely  that
Leta/Losana is the daughter of  Lea and Emir Lazar. Having been
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reformed by her experiences with the Gordons, Losana is all  too
eager to assist the father of  Bomba. When they find Dunham, he
identifies Parker as the leader of  the narcotics gang. Parker chases
Bradford, Losana, and Dunham into the nearby desert, where they
are beset by a giant spider which can camouflage itself  as a fern.
These plant-like spiders must come from the medicine jungle, which
is  within  close  proximity.  Escaping  the  desert,  the  trio  free  the
Okongo men who Parker has kidnapped, and they defeat the drug-
runners. Parker and his henchman Grant escape in the scuffle. (Fury
of  the Congo, 1951) 

“Grant” is in truth a scientist named Mitchell Heller, who tempted
Eric Parker's greed using a secret method of  producing synthetic
diamonds. Heller, also wanted under the name Roy de Haven, was
able to discover the source of  the diamonds by posing as a hunter,
Pat  Gilroy,  and learning from Andy Barnes  and Elijah Jonas  the
location of  prospector Pedro Sebastian. Sebastian discovered a cave
that  contained  compounds  which  could  be  used  to  quickly
manufacture diamonds—he was returning to it in the company of
Losana, as well as Dr. Malcolm Drew, when they were split up by a
lion attack. It was too late for Dr. Drew, but Bomba and Losana
were able to rescue Pedro from Heller. (African Treasure, 1952)

Despite  Bomba and Losana's  efforts,  Heller  locates  the  cave.  To
manufacture the diamonds he has enslaved a violent tribe known as
the Skeleton Men—they attack the Matusa, driving Bonu and his
people  out  of  their  village.  Bonu  seeks  Bradford,  who  has
encountered a photographer, Anne Lawrence, trying to find missing
football player Bob Miller. But Lawrence is here for another reason:
under her photography pseudonym she is Patricia Harland, who has
returned to Africa after her father's death to reunite with Bomba.
Believing  Miller  to  be  the  white  leader  of  the  Skeleton  Men,
Bradford, Bonu, and Patricia seek him out, but discover Dr. Heller
instead.  Bradford  overcomes  the  Skeleton  Men,  and  Heller  dies
when he falls  off  a  cliff.  However,  as  he  falls,  he  takes  hold of
Bradford's ankle and drags him down with him. Bradford survives
the fall but sustains a head injury. This is sufficient to turn him back

37



into the Brute. The diamond mine of  the Skeleton Men will cause
much trouble for the Brute's family over the next eight years. (Jungle
Manhunt, 1951)

The devastation of  the Matusa village is not without consequence.
Bonu has lost his authority, which has inspired his old enemy, Prince
Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud, to attack and seize control of  Palandria,
killing Oman and his daughter Nyobi. Prince Ali's power in the local
desert has expanded from claiming the territory of  the late “Sheikh
Amir,” aka Emir Lazar. Now disguised as a beggar named Raschid,
Bonu wanders  the  land  in the  company  of  his  similarly-deposed
daughter Zandra. Pretending to have captured Zandra in the desert
to sell her to Ali, Bonu in truth works with Zandra and Bomba to
infiltrate the Prince's camp. Around this time, Bomba is studied by a
photographer, but not a male one as shown in the film—Patricia
Harland finally finds him, with the aid of  Eli Jonas. She tells Bomba
what happened to her father, and Bomba agrees to let her live with
him. Bomba, Patricia, Eli, and Bonu manage to drive off  the Prince
and his men, and Zandra is instated as Queen of  Palandria.  (The
Hidden City, 1951)

Shortly after the fight in Palandria, Bomba discovers several dead or
injured lions, and sets out to find who is responsible. Stopping at a
Matusa village, he interrupts the coming-of-age ceremony of  his old
friend Tumbo, who has begun living among the Matusa after leaving
his  own  people,  the  Gaboni.  The  Matusa  confirm  they  are  not
behind these lion attacks. The real culprit is a hunter named Tom
Forbes, who works for a poacher named Marty Morton. Morton is
escorted through the jungle by Eli Jonas. The film says that Forbes
brought his young daughter with him, who befriended Bomba, but
in truth this represents that Patricia Harland joined Bomba in his
battle against Morton. The trapper shoots and kills Tumbo to anger
the Matusa, which will cause them to act aggressively and put more
blames on themselves for the attacks. But Bomba fights back against
Morton and Forbes. Once he turns the Matusa against the pair, they
kill Forbes, while Morton is gutted by a lion. Bomba grieves for his
dead friend Tumbo. (The Lion Hunters, 1951)
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1950 – Leon Markov, now using the alias Rokov, reunites with his
henchman Neil  Edwards.  Imitating  his  ancestor  Stephen  Hawke,
who killed and impersonated Percival Glyde, Edwards murders and
impersonates Sir Oliver Greystoke, a distant cousin of  the Lancing
family. Using Greystoke's files, they track down Greystoke's relative
Bomba, intending to use him to contact the Brute, who knows the
hidden  location  of  the  secretive  Wazuri  tribe.  (On  Bradford's
original  Earth  the  Wazuri  were  known  as  the  Waziri.)  The  film
creates a fictional boy, Joey Martin, to stand in for Bomba's activity
in this adventure. It was when Bomba reunited with his parents that
he learned for the first time that his sister Joanna survived—the two
are overjoyed to see each other again. The Brute learns that Wazuri
have taken over the area once ruled by the Skeleton Men, and have
used  its  unique  caves  to  begin  making  synthetic  diamonds.
“Greystoke” and Rokov claim to want these diamonds for industrial
purposes in Britain. However, the Brute realizes their true purposes
once he recognizes “Rokov,” and while Bomba directs the lions to
attack Edwards, the Brute chases and kills the spy. Shortly after this,
he experiences another wave of  brain regeneration, and runs deep
into Wazuri territory as Johnny Bradford, distantly remembering the
name “Edwards.” (Tarzan's Savage Fury, 1952)

In the film based off  his next adventure, Johnny Bradford is shown
encountering a blonde scientist, but this was his wife, Connie, who
pursued him into the country of  the Wazuri (or the “Wasabi,” as
this film has it). The film also introduces Commissioner Kingston,
who will team up with Johnny multiple times. Neil Edwards has an
ivory  harvesting  scheme  that  involves  slaughtering  the  elephants
respected by the Wazuri. This is done with the aid of  Zulu, chief  of
the Maura. In addition to Edwards and Zulu, Bradford also runs
into  trouble  with  the  Wazuri  “Giant  Men,”  who  resemble
werewolves—it  is  likely  they  are werewolves,  being  similar  to the
theriomorphic Leopard Society. Bradford, Connie, and Kingston are
able to defeat the ivory gang, and Neil Edwards is seemingly killed
by one of  the werewolves. (Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land, 1952) 
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Connie stays with Bradford, who unites with Bonu and goes after a
Jaconi-Yorango cultist, W'mbulu M'gobo, who sacrifices people to
the tiger-god Tambura. W'mbulu is the son of  Gamboso—his name
is derived from the Matusa “Wom-Balu,” meaning “hated by Balu.”
Commissioner  Kingston pulls  Bradford off  the W'mbulu case to
join U.S. Army Major Bill Green in seeking out rumors that ex-Nazi
Carl Marley has survived and has information on an elusive Nazi
escapee,  Heinrich  Schulz.  Members  of  Neil  Edwards'  ivory-
poaching gang, including crooked game warden Abel Peterson, and
his henchmen Bob Warren (alias “Jerry Masters”) and Joe Collins
(alias  “Mike  Kovacs”),  seek  Schulz  for  his  knowledge  on  the
whereabouts of  a valuable rare art collection the Nazis stole years
ago. (Joe Collins' brother Mark was also a criminal—he was mauled
by a lion while working for the sinister Captain Rawlins two years
prior.) “Marley” is truly dead, with his identity assumed by Schulz.
Peterson,  while  chasing  Schulz,  recruits  W'mbulu  to  lead  him
through the Dundee Pass to Jaconi territory, where Schulz has fled.
Bradford,  Connie,  Bonu,  and  Bill  are  joined  by  Shalimar,  who
commands her pet tiger Baby to distract the Jaconi, claiming she is a
manifestation of  Tambura.  Peterson is  killed by the  Jaconi  while
Schulz is captured and sentenced to death by the U.N. for his war
crimes. W'mbulu M'gobo escapes, and is cared for by the Laikopo
people. (Voodoo Tiger, 1952)

Abel Peterson's identity and warden credentials are assumed by Bob
Warren, who escaped the Jaconi alongside Joe Collins. They intend
to continue poaching ivory for Neil Edwards. They attempt to use
Peterson's ID to fool Andy Barnes, but he sees “Peterson” wearing
a belt-buckle with a W on it for Warren. He alerts Bomba, who has
set up a school for English with his stepmother and Losana. Connie
Bryce's  involvement  is  hinted  in  the  schoolteacher's  name,  “Ms.
Banks”—Banks  referencing  her  former  alias  of  Beach.  Losana
presumes to seduce Bomba, but he ignores her overtures—not out
of  ignorance, as in the film, but because he has recently married
Patricia  Harland,  who  is  now pregnant  with  his  son.  In  a  failed
attempt  to make Bomba jealous,  Losana seduces  Collins.  Warren
and Collins struggle to work their way to the elephants they seek,
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impeded  repeatedly  by  Bomba.  Eventually,  Collins  abandons  the
enterprise and flees, but is caught by Losana, who is upset he tried
to leave her. Transforming into her panther form, she devours him.
Bomba then turns the elephants on Warren, who trample him to
death. Shortly after this, Patricia Harland gives birth to Bomba's son,
who he names John “Tartu” Lancing.  Bomba has  always  had an
interest  in  the  history  of  Native  American  cultures,  as  seen  in
Tarzan and the  Amazons where he gets  wrapped up in a book on
Hiawatha.  Tartu  was  named  after  a  Seminole  shaman.  (Elephant
Stampede, 1952)

Bomba's wife Patricia wishes to make a documentary about the apes
who cared for Shalimar after she was taken from her father. While
traveling to the ape community,  they are waylaid by two bandits,
Mark Collins and his old partner Albert Morton, who are trying to
exploit the local tribe of  Chief  Moga. (“Episode 8 – The King's
Ghost,”  Jungle  Jim  TV series,  1955) Upon being arrested,  Morton
speaks cryptically about Bomba's parents. Bomba discovers, with the
aid of  Shalimar and the blinded, dethroned Queen Linasi, that his
parents  Richard  and Augustina  Lancing survived  the  plane-crash,
and that his father fled to the village of  Chief  Gamboso, which
sealed their fate. Gamboso's daughter Bora murders Linasi just as
Bomba learns that Linasi was his biological mother, and the Brute,
his  biological  father.  Commissioner  Barnes  aids  Bomba  and
Shalimar  against  Gamboso's  men,  and  in  the  battle  Bomba  kills
Gamboso. Bora fails to kill Shalimar and commits suicide. Against
Shalimar's  judgment,  Bomba confronts Johnny Bradford with the
revelation that he is the Brute, and also Bomba's biological father.
That this rings true in Bradford's mind shocks him, and in his shock
he reverts to the Brute. This allows father and son to talk about the
discovery. Bomba makes peace with his newly-found history. (Bomba
and the Jungle Girl, 1952)

1951 –  Tanya Rawlins and her husband, Fidel Medford, are released
from prison  for  good  behavior.  They  quickly  join  up  with  Neil
Edwards'  ivory  gang,  reporting  to  his  lieutenant  Philippe  Lazar,
(brother of  Emir Lazar) and set up a base in the city of  Dagar. They

41



recruit Hugo Robbin's old assistant Varga into the gang. Tanya and
Lazar begin having an affair behind Medford's back. The gang plans
to  go  after  an  obscure  herd.  Consequently  they  require  many
bearers, so they begin enslaving the men of  the Laikopos. Among
the men they take in is  W'mbulu M'gobo, who was living in the
Laikopo village following his defeat by Johnny Bradford. When the
Brute and Connie are tipped off  by the women of  the Laikopos,
they go to free the men, aided by Shalimar, who poses as a seductive
dancer.  Unfortunately,  some of  the  Laikopos  remain  in  Rawlins'
keeping. W'mbulu M'gobo knows the location the Brute's treehouse,
where  Connie  will  be  waiting.  He  leads  Medford  to  the  Brute's
home, and Connie battles them using the fighting skills she picked
up from her husband. She proves too formidable and Medford is
overcome—W'mbulu sees this as the right time to reveal  that he
does have some real sorcery. He opens a dimensional gateway to
Johnny Bradford's homeworld and flees through it.  However,  the
energies  from the  portal  seek  out  and  envelop  Connie,  and  she
vanishes.  In the  film,  the Brute  sees the  treehouse consumed by
flames and believes Connie is dead. The “flames” were the energies
of  the portal. Even though the film later claims that Connie reunites
with the Brute, this sequence represents that Connie was separated
from the Brute forever. She landed on the Brute's homeworld in
1918. Still immortal, she remained youthful into the 1930s, when the
hero  Flint  Golden  arrived  in  Nation  City.  She  became  his
biographer,  as  will  be  seen  in  my  forthcoming  book  on  Flint
Golden. As for W'mbulu, his life on this new world was depicted in
my book Gatherings.

The  dimensional  energies  from  W'mbulu's  portal  react  with  the
energies the Brute absorbed from the Fountain of  the Blue Valley,
and this completely heals his brain. The Brute and Johnny Bradford
become one, and suddenly, Bradford can remember all the time he
spent as the Brute. Though both sides of  him are shocked, he also
understands that this world is not the one he was born on, and that
Connie  is  separated  from him by  a  nigh-impassable  dimensional
barrier. His mind uncovers how he came to this world. One of  my
forthcoming stories details a phenomenon known as spontaneous
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paired  quantum  reversal,  wherein  two  individuals  bound  by
quantum entanglement agitate their temporal bond in such a way
that their positions in time and space are reversed. Johnny Bradford
and Connie Bryce were  linked in this  manner,  and when Johnny
crossed  from his  world  to  Connie's,  he  created a  loop in  which
Connie  was  transported  to  his  Earth.  However,  the  loop  was  a
broad one chronologically, and so it took more than thirty years for
the  loop  to  complete.  Presumably  the  dimensional  energies
permeating the Mutia escarpment distorted the loop, so that Johnny
arrived in 1918 on the alternate Earth instead of  1951.

Grief  fills him, for there is no way for him to retrieve his wife now.
Added to this grief  is the realization that his son, Skipper, has lost
his mother. As he flees from the home that no longer has a meaning
to  him,  he  mourns  not  as  the  Brute,  born  of  the  jungle  with a
hardened spirit, but as a civilized man with a soft heart. He mourns
Linasi, mother of  his boy. He mourns June Parker, who gave him
eleven happy years and died so far away from him. And he mourns
Connie  Bryce,  born  Hilary  Constance  Parker,  his  one  true  love
through immortal life. The film says that Varga brings the Brute to
Dagar and fails to rouse him from his shock, even by whipping him.
Actually, when Varga attempts to take the Brute to Dagar, the Brute
kills him, snapping his neck. He then proceeds to Dagar of  his own
volition, leading a massive army of  elephants. He throws Lazar to
the stampede, and threatens to turn Medford over to the Laikopos
for torture, giving him only one out: he will give Medford a quick
death  if  he  shoots  Tanya,  saying  he  will  pay  a  wife  for  a  wife.
Medford, terrified and hating Tanya for her affair with Lazar, shoots
and  kills  her.  True  to  his  word,  the  Brute  throws  him  to  the
elephants, who crush him to death. Several months pass, and Johnny
Bradford—now aware of  his role as the Brute for the first time—
continues to mourn. But he decides that he cannot grieve forever,
and tries to return to adventure to keep his mind occupied. (Tarzan
and the She-Devil, 1953)

Johnny  Bradford goes  to track  down and wipe out  some of  his
surviving  enemies—after  all,  his  foes  do  have  a  proclivity  for
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returning. During this time he leaves Skipper with Bomba, where he
and Tartu are playmates. He seeks the survivors of  the Communist
ring  once  led  by  Leon  Markov.  He  learns  from a  Dr.  Parker,  a
relative  of  his  late  wife,  that  spy  rings  both  Communist  and
American  are  interested  in  Aquatania.  The  U.S.  government  is
attempting to evacuate Aquatania under the pretense that it will be
used  for  atomic  bomb  tests,  to  study  radiation  effects  on  local
vegetation, in an attempt to learn the source of  the mutated life-
forms of  the Mutia escarpment and its surroundings. In truth, they
seek the hidden documents of  Palanth, who knows the secret of
traveling  between  universes.  Bradford  and  his  daughter  Shalimar
interfere with the efforts to evacuate Aquatania, with the aid of  the
Aquatanians  themselves,  and  manage  to  protect  the  Aquatanians'
land rights while also recovering Palanth's hidden notes. Bradford
and his family begin studying them. (Savage Mutiny, 1953)

Bradford learns that  W'mbulu had a son,  M'Gono,  who is  being
held awaiting a trial in six months for leading a Yorango headhunter
cult.  The  crooked  lawyer  Arco,  along  with  his  henchman  Pico
Church, attempts to free M'Gono so he can take advantage of  the
ensuing tribal  warfare to take  control  of  the  oil-rich Blue Valley,
now called  the  Valley  of  the  Headhunters.  Bradford  is  asked  by
Commissioner Kingston to meet with a man working on negotiating
peace treaties with the Valley tribes, and is amused to learn his name
is  Bradford.  To  his  continued  amusement,  Mr.  Bradley  is  his
counterpart from this universe. John Bradford pursued a sheltered
government career after his brother Jim drowned when they were
kids.  While  taking  down  Arco,  M'Gono,  and  the  headhunters,
Johnny gives his other self  a taste for adventure. Having the chance
to see himself  fight helps him regain a bit of  his spirit, in the wake
of  his terrible grief. Also, Bradford can rest easier now that the son
of  the man who took his wife from him is dead. (Valley of  Head
Hunters, 1953)

A film crew led by director  Larry  Conrad,  starring  actress  Linda
Winters, is escorted into the jungle in search of  footage by guide
Brad  Morton.  They  are  joined  by  Andy  Barnes  and  Eli  Jonas.

44



Patricia  Harland  is  along  to  offer  her  photography  experience,
though her husband Bomba refuses to participate in the movie, as
he wishes to keep secret the existence of  their young son, Tartu.
However, he takes Tartu with him to keep an eye on the expedition
after  a  geologist  named  Stapledon,  who  was  investigating  the
diamond caves of  the Skeleton Men, is murdered by one of  the film
crew.  The  group  is  stalked  by  Losana  the  panther-girl,  who  has
become  more  feral  over  time  and  has  begun  attacking  innocent
people—panther attacks seen in the last few Bomba movies were in
truth her doing. When Losana tries to kill Patricia, Bomba has no
choice but to slay the were-panther once and for all. The man who
killed Stapledon turns out to be Brad Morton. Brad is the brother
of  Marty  Morton,  who killed  Bomba's  friend Tumbo.  His  other
brother,  Albert  Morton,  threatened  the  innocent  tribe  of  Chief
Moga. Bomba gives Morton over to the lions, who devour him, and
at her husband's request Patricia destroys the film to prevent footage
of  Tartu from reaching the outside world. Shortly after these events,
Linda  Winters'  bookkeeper  husband Fred learns  of  the  Skeleton
Men diamond mine, and sneaks away to look for it, pilfering part of
the film's budget in the process. Linda abandons her career to search
for her husband. (Safari Drums, 1953)

Months  after  his  clash  with  M'Gono,  Johnny  Bradford  discovers
some  animals  which  are  acting  strangely  lethargic.  He  does  not
know that  Dr.  Andrews,  who once worked for  Dr.  Thorkel,  has
been using a mysterious ore to sap them of  their will, intending to
use the compound on the local people and eventually sell it to the
Soviets.  While  looking  for  a  baby  elephant  that  was  affected,
Bradford  meets  with  his  daughter  Shalimar,  who  has  married  a
Wazuri warrior, Ramada. In doing so has become the blood-sister
of  the Wazuri chief  Mahara. The Wazuri have been investigating the
strange animals as well,  but Bradford warns them not to get too
close to the Canyon of  the Ape, which is the territory of  a strange
man-ape creature. It is not one of  the apes who cared for Bradford
and his daughter in the jungle; instead, it appears to be an ancient
hominid, perhaps an Australopithecus, which became immortal in
the Fountain of  the Blue Valley. Both Bradford and Andrews have
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trouble with the man-ape but eventually Andrews murders Mahara
and captures Bradford, Shalimar, and Ramada. He attempts to force
them to drink the ore-laden water to take control of  their minds,
but severely underestimates their endurance—they hold out without
water  for  three  days.  Tamba eventually  finds  the  three  and frees
them, but by now they are too weak to fight. However, Bradford is
able to call the man-ape, who sacks Andrews' base and sets it on
fire.  Andrews  perishes  in  the  blaze  and  the  man-ape  escapes.
Bradford realizes he has a strange fondness for the man-ape, as he
reminds  him  of  his  life  as  an  ape-man.  (Killer  Ape,  1953)  This
sentimentalism leads him to decide that his six-year-old son Skipper
is  now old enough to begin joining him in the field.  They begin
going on adventures in the company of  Bonu and Tamba. 

1952 – After Mahara's death a new leader of  the Wazuri must be
chosen,  and  Shalimar's  husband  Ramada  meets  with  Johnny
Bradford to confirm that Commissioner Kingston will  attend the
coronation of  Chief  Boganda, Ramada's father. The event is doubly
significant,  as  Shalimar  is  due  to  give  birth  to  a  child  soon.  A
diamond trader named Leroux, accompanied by Inspector Jeffrey
Bernard  of  Scotland  Yard,  comes  to  investigate  rumors  of  the
Skeleton  Men's  mine,  which  may  threaten  the  global  value  of
diamonds.  He is joined by Inspector Jeffrey Bernard of  Scotland
Yard, and Dr. Bonita “Nita” Cranston, who is there to assist with
the birth. Cranston is the daughter of  a 1930s vigilante, a man who
walked in the shadows, and his female assistant—Nita has inherited
her  father's  intelligence  and skill  as  a  crimefighter  and detective.
Leroux  conspires  with  the  Maura  chief  Zulu  to  threaten  the
ceremony  and  steal  the  diamonds.  Bradford  discovers  that  Dr.
Cranston was one of  June Parker's patients during World War II,
and that she was with her when she died. Through Nita, Bradford
finally learns June's last words: “June love Brute.” Bradford and Nita
find themselves attracted to each other. With Nita's help, Shalimar
gives birth to a daughter,  N'Gala,  but the infant is  kidnapped by
Zulu. Bradford, Nita, Ramada, and Inspector Bernard pursue Zulu
and Leroux—Bradford wrestles Leroux off  of  a cliff, while Ramada
buries Zulu and his men in a rockslide after rescuing his daughter.
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The same rockslide buries  the diamond mine,  preventing it  from
causing more trouble for Bradford's family. Baby N'Gala is reunited
with her  mother  safely,  and Johnny Bradford and Nita  Cranston
begin a relationship.  (Jungle  Man-Eaters,  1954) Shortly  thereafter,  a
rebellious  faction  of  Wazuri  condemn  Ramada  for  fathering  a
“witch-girl,” and turn to forbidden religions to rally an army against
him. However, thanks to Johnny and Skipper, the witch-doctors are
exiled from the settlement with no harm done with Ramada or his
daughter. (“Episode 9 – White Magic,” Jungle Jim TV series, 1955)

Joe “Tusker” Hawkins,  once an employee of  Dr. Mitchell  Heller,
goes with his Jaconi servant Kaje Gomo to visit Prince Ali Hassan
bin Mahmoud and Neil Edwards the ivory-poacher. He agrees to
join them in taking advantage of  the temporary weakness of  the
Wazuri  to steal their  Golden Idol.  Their men have observed that
Bomba is guarding his sister's family, and, claiming that the Idol was
stolen from Ali and that they need Bomba to help find it, they hire
Andy Barnes and Elijah Jonas to show them to Bomba and his wife
Patricia. This is so Edwards can join Bomba, Patricia, Barnes, and
Elijah  and  spy  on  them,  posing  as  a  murdered  Army  officer,
Sergeant  Reed.  However,  Bomba  has  his  own  spy—his  father's
friend Bonu has infiltrated Ali's men under the name “Abdullah.”
He helps Bomba escape when Ali tries to roast him over a fire. The
schemes of  the  Prince,  Hawkins,  and Edwards  fall  through,  and
they try to claim the Idol by leading a desperate direct attack on the
Wazuri  village.  During  the  attack  Ali  is  killed.  Once  more  the
slippery Edwards escapes, as does Hawkins. (The Golden Idol, 1954)

The Basuto tribe, copying Prince Ali's scheme, claim that the Wazuri
have stolen the eyes of  the idol of  their god Minobo. These gems,
both worth a fortune, were in truth stolen years ago by agents of
the Czar of  Russia, where they later ended up in the possession of
the mysterious avenger of  World War I,  the Dark Eagle.  Johnny
Bradford, Bomba, and Bonu expose the plot and route the Basutos.
(“Episode 7 – The Eyes of  Minobo,”  Jungle  Jim  TV series,  1955)
During the chaos of  the Batuso attack, two criminals, Evans and the
enigmatic “True Blood,” steal the Golden Idol, but Johnny, Bomba,
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and Bonu bring it back. (“Episode 14 – The Golden Parasol,” Jungle
Jim TV series, 1955)

Fugitive Hollywood bookkeeper Fred Winters goes to the Cafe of
the Three Dragomen, seeking criminal guide Charlie Pulham. The
Cafe  of  the  Three  Dragomen  has  an  interesting  history—it  is
named for three white men who served as dragomen, or guides, in
the Middle East.  They were named Morton, Collins, and Banton,
and they were the fathers of  the criminals of  the same names faced
by Johnny Bradford and his family. They were in turn related to each
other through marriage, as they had all married each others' sisters.
They established the Cafe as a place for criminals to safely contact
each other. The Dragomen and their sons had established a massive
criminal  network  throughout  Africa  with  the  Cafe  as  its  base.
Charlie Pulham agrees to lead Winters to the diamond mine of  the
Skeleton Men, not knowing it has collapsed and that the area has
been taken over by the Leopard Society. Bomba is asked by Linda
Winters  to find her  husband,  and he is  joined by Commissioner
Jones  and  Sergeant  Maitland  (brother  of  Robert  Maitland,  who
Bomba met in 1947).  Maitland,  who was also present during the
disruption of  the film the Winterses were working on, is married to
Joe and Mark Collins' sister Maureen—she spies on their criminal
network for him. When they arrive at the mine, they find Charlie
murdered  by  a  were-leopard,  and  while  Winters  resists  arrest,
Maitland and Jones eventually capture him. Linda divorces him and
decides to stay in Africa. She marries a policeman in the small village
of  Mantu. (Killer Leopard, 1954)

Johnny  Bradford  marries  Nita  Cranston  and  brings  her  to  the
Fountain  of  Youth,  which  he  has  kept  safe,  and  she  becomes
immortal. Shortly thereafter they, along with Skipper and Bonu, are
asked to look for Dr. Charles Hansard, who has gone missing in the
medicine  jungle.  Though  giant  lizards  threaten  their  journey,  the
quartet are able to rescue Charles from his predicament. (“Episode
2 – Land of  Terror,” Jungle Jim TV series, 1955)

Johnny,  Skipper,  and Bonu are captured by the insidious Captain
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Bergson and his henchman Carter, who tries to force them to lead
him to Panther Island, as he has heard there is a treasure there—
black pearls held by giant clams. Bergson forces Johnny to dive for
the pearls, but Bonu manages to radio the local commissioner, who
arrests the pirates. (“Episode 4 – Lagoon of  Death,” Jungle Jim TV
series,  1955)  A  third  member  of  the  gang,  Bruno,  poses  as  an
insurance investigator to try to claim the pearls, but his identity is
uncovered  by  Johnny  and  Skipper  and  he  too  is  sent  away.
(“Episode 12 – Man from Zanzibar,” Jungle Jim TV series, 1955)

Johnny  discovers  to  some  surprise  that  the  new  regional
commissioner, Morrison, is Martin Arlington, the friend of  Harry
Holt's  who seemingly died so many years ago.  He has become a
much more moral  individual,  and informs Johnny of  a  series  of
mysterious  elephant  stampedes  lately.  Skipper  and  Nita  (who  is
represented  inaccurately  here  as  a  nagging  nanny)  learn  the
elephants are acting strangely because they are being killed by ivory
hunters Masterson and Butler to find a path to the elephant burial
ground,  the  same  one  which  brought  Johnny  and  Arlington  to
blows twenty years ago. The hunters try to prevent Nita and Skipper
from disrupting their theft of  the ivory, but with Johnny's help they
defeat and arrest the plunderers. (“Episode 5 – A Fortune in Ivory,”
Jungle Jim TV series, 1955)

Johnny and Skipper find a baby floating down a river, and for a time
Johnny believes he has found a third son. However, he and Skipper
soon discover that the baby's parents, Edgar and Janice Wilson, are
millionaires being held hostage by a thug named Clete Braggan and
a  severely  degenerated  Buck  Rand,  who  was  ruined  by  his
association with Tanya Rawlins. Father and son free the imprisoned
couple and reunite them with their child. (“Episode 13 – Precious
Cargo,” Jungle Jim TV series, 1955)

Johnny  learns  that  the  wealthy  Avery  Dixon,  brother  of  world-
famous  Professor  Ralph  Dixon,  is  considering  funding  a  local
school.  However,  he wants Johnny to guide  he and his  daughter
Doris through the jungle safely, and they prove supremely irritating
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to both Johnny and Bomba. (“Episode 18 – Blood Money,”  Jungle
Jim TV series, 1956)

Johnny Bradford is forced by jewel thieves Brewster and Locke to
go to the wreck of  the plane that carried the Lancings. They have
heard of  the Silver Scarab and learned that Richard and Augustina
Lancing were its last known holders. They learn that the Scarab was
taken from the planes  by  the  apes who raised Shalimar,  and she
wore  it  as  a  locket.  She  lost  the  pendant  in  a  lion's  den.  Upon
discovering  the  artifact  in  the  lion's  cave,  Bradford  kill  the  two
criminals, and returns the Scarab to his daughter, to commemorate
the  birth  of  her  daughter.  However,  she  gifts  it  to  her  brother
Bomba as a  token of  his  adoptive  parents,  the Lancings,  and he
takes to wearing it regularly. (“Episode 20 – Sacred Scarab,”  Jungle
Jim TV series, 1956; “Episode 24 – The Silver Locket,” Jungle Jim TV
series, 1956)

A  man  calling  himself  Martindale,  actually  Jack  Morton  of  the
Three Dragomen, pretends to be a quack who “mistakenly” sells
contaminated medicine to the Jaconi,  tricking Skipper into aiding
him. Johnny discovers the truth with the aid of  Andy Barnes. The
Jaconi assassin Kaje Gomo, who worked for Joe Hawkins,  learns
who has been poisoning his people. He tracks down Morton and
murders him. (“Episode 25 – Gift  of  Evil,”  Jungle  Jim  TV series,
1956)

During this time, Shalimar recovers from giving birth. Far from her
village, colonists led by John King attempt to set up a cobalt mine
for the U.S.  government in the Valley  of  the Cannibals  near the
crocodile-infested Magi River, a tributary of  the Nyaga Ratu. Johnny
Bradford and Shalimar  encounter  Rovak,  one of  King's  workers,
near a dead body. This puts suspicion on Rovak for sabotaging the
valuable mines, which have been attacked an uncanny number of
times by crocodiles.  John King's estranged brother Arnold is also
seen as responsible; but the crocodile attacks could in fact be the
work of  the Shenzi, who can supposedly commune with crocodiles.
It turns out Rovak, a former member of  Leon Markov's spy ring, is
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in league with Pico Church, who worked with the crooked lawyer
Arco, to frame Arnold King. (Arco and Church are likely members
of  the spy ring  as  well.)  They had enslaved the  Shenzi,  who are
secretly pacifistic were-lizards, forcing them to kill  the workers in
their  crocodile  guises,  which allows Rovak to steal  the cobalt  for
Soviet  use.  Pico  kills  John  King  but  is  shot  by  Commissioner
Kingston.  Bradford  kills  Rovak  in  the  river.  He  discovers  that
“Rovak” was an alias for “Roy Kovacs,” which he connects to “Mike
Kovacs,” the false name used by Joe Collins. Roy Collins was the
third brother of  the Collins crime family. (Cannibal Attack, 1954) 

1953 – In order to negotiate peace in the former territory of  the
Skeleton  Men,  Johnny  Bradford  and  his  wife  Nita  Cranston  are
called upon to perform a favor by  one of  the Leopard Society's
high-ranking priests. Philippe Lazar, who escaped Bradford's wrath
to  become chief  of  his  people,  the  Bugandi,  wants  Bradford  to
investigate  the  kidnapping  of  his  son Morro.  They discover  that
Morro  has  been  taken  by  Bush  Devils  under  the  command  of
Queen Oma of  Baku, a walled city within the medicine jungle. (The
medicine jungle itself  may be named Baku.) The couple are joined
in their strike on Baku by one of  Nita's old friends from England,
“Bob Prentice,” who Johnny recognizes as Eric Parker. Parker has
shown up because he desires the jewels of  Baku, and to this end he
has earned the trust of  Commissioner Jones. Mark Santo, aka Mark
Collins,  intrudes  on Baku,  intending  to  kill  Johnny  Bradford  for
drowning his brother Roy. The intruders learn that Queen Oma will
die if  she enters sunlight (hence why her servants are called “Moon
Men”), supposedly due to a curse from the sun god Ra for stealing
the secret of  immortality. Bradford recalls that Baku was an aspect
of  the Matusa god Balu, who was a sun god—Baku was his aspect
representing  the  moon,  the  night,  and evil,  for  Balu  had created
darkness as well as light.  The name Baku is linked to the Matusa
name for Bugandi, “Bakunda,” which means “cursed land”; Oma's
name, meanwhile, means “blessed” in Matusa, being the root of  the
name  Oman.  Bradford  theorizes  that  Oma  was  once  a  revered
figure among the Matusa, being so important to their culture that
the city she ruled, later claimed by the Lost Volcano, was named for
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her. In her pride, she led a faction of  Matusa to seize control of  the
Blue Valley's Fountain of  Youth, ordinarily guarded by the Matusa
elders,  and  for  this  they  were  exiled  to  the  medicine  jungle,
whereupon  they  became known as  the  Jaconi.  They  constructed
Baku as a grotesque parody of  the Matusa city Palandria, and they
perfected alchemy in order to breed the jungle's various monsters,
perhaps  with the  intent  of  reclaiming their  former home on the
Mutia escarpment. The Matusa forces used a type of  glider, woven
from ngoma fibers, to attack their enemies from above; to counter
this,  the Jaconi engineered a race of  bird that would attack aerial
targets larger than birds on sight. The descendants of  these birds
are  responsible  for  the  large  number  of  plane  crashes  on  the
escarpment. Eventually the Jaconi did return to the mountain, by
forging  an  alliance  with  the  Tcho-Tcho.  The  descendants  of
marriages  between the Jaconi  and the  Tcho-Tcho were  the  Bush
Devils. Oma, for stealing immortality from Balu's magic Fountain,
was cursed to become a vampire. She could not make others into
vampires, but those she bit would be cursed to transform into beasts
—this  curse  would  pass  along  the  afflicted  person's  bloodline.
Matusa legend also maintains that upon the exile of  Oma and her
army, the god Balu destroyed her sacred city by causing the Lost
Volcano to erupt. Balu/Baku may have been one of  the Great Old
Ones  loathed  by  the  Amazons  of  Palmyra,  though ironically  his
nature  as  a  sun  god  connected  him  to  their  god,  Apollo.
Recognizing  the  evil  of  Oma  after  she  drugs  him,  Eric  Parker
reforms and helps Bradford take the queen prisoner, using her as a
human shield against the Moon Men outside her palace. The sun
vaporizes her, and the Moon Men and Leopard Society both agree
to ally with each other and with Johnny Bradford for the destruction
of  Oma and the liberation of  Morro. As for the unfortunate Mark
Collins, he and his henchman, Joseph Regan Leopold, are attacked
by lions upon absconding with the Baku diamonds. Leopold decides
to sacrifice Collins to escape. (Jungle Moon Men, 1955)

Leopold meets up with Neil Edwards, who is now working for a
mining  company  under  the  name Nels  Comstock.  The  two  join
forces  when  Edwards  finds  a  jeweled  scimitar  from the  Kirundi
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Valley—he wants Leopold's help to find more blades like it. Dr. Carl
Bentley and his daughter Nora come to the Kirundi Valley to seek
out  their  comrade,  Professor  Ralph  Dixon.  They  are  aided  by
Johnny Bradley,  whose daughter Shalimar has been kidnapped by
the fire demon of  Kirundi Valley to serve as the demon's bride. The
fire demon turns out to be Dixon, who is taking advantage of  the
fact that the Lost Volcano is once more erupting to rule the peoples
of  the Valley and study what remains of  the ruins of  the city of
Oma.  Dixon claims that  the  city  contains  the  treasures  of  King
Solomon—he has theorized the Skeleton Men were the degenerate
descendants of  an ancient order created by Solomon to guard his
mines,  and  that  additionally  the  city  of  Ophir,  which  Solomon
traded with, really exists. In the struggle to recover Dixon, Leopold
and Edwards  are  struck  down,  the  former being impaled by  the
Kirundi and the latter falling into the lava flow. Refusing to forgive
the man who attempted to molest his daughter, Bradford throws
Dixon into the flames as well. As he returns with Shalimar to his
wife  Nita,  he  confesses  that  on  the  route  to  the  Valley,  he  was
confronted with the man-ape, who he encountered the year he lost
his wife. He was unable to elude the man-ape or persuade him to
leave, so they fought, and Bradford was forced to kill him. As he
had  considered  the  man-ape  a  symbol  of  his  past,  and
subconsciously, a symbol of  the years he spent as the Brute with
Connie, he finds that his desire to adventure has faded. All he wants
now is a simple life near to his family. Yet Bradford knows that the
Mutia  escarpment  and  all  its  surrounding  lands  shall  not  go
unguarded. The Brute has protected Africa for over thirty years, and
so it is time to appoint a new one. He goes to the Mutia escarpment
with Nita and Shalimar,  where Bomba has wiped out the fleeing
stragglers from Edwards' operation, with the aid of  Patricia, Andy
Barnes, and Eli. Father and son agree to pass on the mantle. Bomba
will let the outside world believe that the Brute has returned to the
mountain,  taking his  father's  old  home.  Shalimar  shall  guard  the
fields, and the Blue Valley, which has faded from its former glory. In
return, Johnny Bradford shall be allowed to be with his wife and
son, in peace. (Devil Goddess, 1955; Lord of  the Jungle, 1955)
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One of  Edwards' lieutenants, Burger, survived Bomba's purge, and
months  after  Bradford's  retirement  he  hears  that  the  Brute  has
returned  to  the  mountain.  Fuming  over  Edwards'  death,  Burger
intends to show that animal-loving meddler what for. He hires two
other  hunters,  DeGroot  and Reeves,  and they go on a massacre,
slaughtering animals out of  spite as much as out of  greed for ivory
and other treasures. Bomba (hereafter the Brute) tries to help the
animals with the aid of  his wife Patricia and a scientist friend of
hers, Dr. Blake Celliers. The hunters make the mistake of  crossing
up the Matusa, who trap them. The Brute then summons elephants
to  destroy  the  ones  who  killed  their  kin.  Dr.  Celliers,  when  he
departs the mountain,  spreads the legend of  the Brute,  as  Harry
Holt did years earlier. (Tarzan's Hidden Jungle, 1955)

1955 –  A plane flying over the Mutia escarpment crashes near the
city of  Opar. This is not Opar as depicted in Edgar Rice Burroughs'
books,  which  was  the  outpost  of  a  lost  empire—instead  this
community is shown to be a small village. This decaying community
is all that remains of  Ophir, one of  the ancient cities which supplied
wealth to King Solomon; this wealth was later pilfered by Queen
Oma, who also seized control of  Solomon's order of  warriors to
transform them into the Skeleton Men. The Jaconi rule Opar now,
and not only do they kill those who intrude on the territory, but they
also send slavers and assassins to other tribes. The five survivors of
the crash include a newly-married couple, Dick and Diana Penrod.
They are rescued by the Brute and Joe “Tusker” Hawkins, who the
Brute recognizes and distrusts. Hawkins plots to sell the survivors to
the chief  of  Opar for a fortune in ivory. The Brute sets Opar ablaze
and  blames  Hawkins—the  Oparians  kill  him  and  are  forced  to
abandon  their  village,  ending  their  reign  of  terror  over  their
neighboring communities.  Impressed by the Brute,  Diana realizes
the inadequacies of  her bossy, selfish husband, and leaves him. She
and the Brute will cross paths again. (Tarzan and the Lost Safari, 1957)

1956 –  Andy Barnes' niece Mona Andrews assists Barnes, Eli, and
Nita Cranston in studying the virus used by Morton of  the Three
Dragomen four years prior, in order to create a vaccine against it.
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Andy's  sister  married  Dr.  Andrews,  who  caused  trouble  for  the
Brute and his family, but Mona is a good if  spoiled kid, who has
recently become engaged to former child adventurer Don Sturdy.
(Sturdy's adventures were depicted in a series of  books by John W.
Duffield.)  The interference of  a Jaconi witch-doctor named Futa,
who wishes to take control of  the Nagasi  people,  has caused an
outbreak  of  disease,  which  eventually  infects  the  Brute's  wife
Patricia. After curing her, and rescuing her from a murder attempt
by  a  man  hypnotized  by  Futa,  the  Brute  and  Tartu  aid  Barnes,
Mona,  and  Don  against  Futa,  who  eventually  dies  when  he
accidentally takes poison stolen from Barnes' lab. (Tarzan's Fight for
Life, 1958)

Poachers from Tanya Rawlins' old gang, Schroeder and Rene, come
to the mountain despite the warning of  the Brute's presence there.
The  Brute  and  Tartu  turn  them  over  to  the  commissioner  of
Randini but not before they alert two others from their outfit, Sikes
and Lupin, to the location of  the buried ruins of  Zimbalu. Though
the Brute has since removed the treasure from the ruins and given it
to the Matusa, they still kill enough animals to raise the jungle king's
ire, and he throws them off  the mountain. However, this operation
is  only  a  distraction  for  something  more  serious.  (Tarzan  and  the
Trappers, 1958)

1957 – In  the  village  of  Mantu,  Andy  Barnes  and Eli  Jonas  are
caring for the villagers and also guarding a cache of  explosives. A
group of  bandits  disguised in blackface  severely  wound both of
them  and  steal  the  explosives.  Eli,  while  recovering  with  his
husband, alerts the Brute that one of  his old foes is coming after
him. This foe is Fred Banton, alias “Slade,” who escaped from the
collapsing passage in the Lost Volcano—he sent Schroeder, Rene,
Sikes, and Lupin to the escarpment to distract the Brute while he
collected his own gang. This gang includes his brothers Martin and
Ethan,  his  girlfriend Toni,  and Kruger,  a  Nazi  of  Neil  Edwards'
acquaintance who allowed Edwards to use his name as an alias. They
are  all  intent  on  making  one  last  strike  on  the  Skeleton  Men's
diamond mine, and have gathered the explosives to blast open the
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entrance. The Brute and Patricia oppose them. Toni dies in a trap
set for the Brute, and when Banton claims the diamonds for himself
the embittered Kruger tries and fails to throw him down one of  the
mineshafts. In return, Fred Banton throws him down the pit instead.
When he tries  to escape with the diamonds,  the Brute intercepts
him,  and fights  him to  the  death.  Banton's  brothers  Martin  and
Ethan escape, swearing revenge, and the Brute and Patricia return
home to their treehouse. (Tarzan's Greatest Adventure, 1959)

1958 – The Banton family, consisting of  brothers Ethan, Martin,
Coy, and Johnny, along with their father Abel, robs a pay office in
Mantu. Against her wishes, former actress Linda Winters' policeman
husband  chases  them  down,  but  Coy  murders  him.  The  Brute
confronts the brothers and, having encountered Ethan before and
given him a warning, kills him with his bow. He captures Coy and
intends  to  take  him  to  Kairobi,  where  he  will  claim  the  $5,000
reward and give it to the widowed Linda. He looks to hold Coy in
Mantu until he can transport him, but the Bantons are so infamous
that even Dr. Celliers, the Brute's wife's friend, refuses to house the
prisoner. He is lucky that Bonu, his father's old comrade, is present
in the village. The Bantons come to reclaim Coy but the Brute fights
them off. The Brute is next confronted with his old acquaintance,
Diana Penrod, who has married a bigoted millionaire named Ames
—he makes her  just  as  miserable  as  her  first  husband.  They are
traveling with a sailor named Tate, who in truth is a grown-up Benji,
who the Brute last saw in 1946, as well as a dejected doctor named
Conway and his wife. Ames, who is funding construction projects in
the  area,  demands  to  go  to  Kairobi  with  the  Brute—the  Brute
agrees,  despite  flashbacks  to Avery  Dixon and his  daughter.  The
group is stalked by the Bantons, and face internal trouble as Diana
flirts with Coy to irritate Ames. The film says that they were forced
to  help  a  native  woman give  birth,  but  this  represents  how the
Matusa were following the Brute's party thanks to Bonu. Near the
end  of  the  trip,  Coy  murders  Benji  Tate  during  a  failed  escape
attempt—but this does not dissuade Diana Ames' attraction to him.
When Diana attempts to seduce Coy,  he throws her to the lions
which the Matusa called to dispose of  him. Johnny tries to murder
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Mrs. Conway, but the Brute kills him, leading Martin to wander off
into the woods in disgust,  where he is  slain by the Matusa lions.
When Abel tries to shoot his enemy, the ricocheting shot kills him.
Coy Banton then tries to kill the Brute, and in their struggle they
plunge into the nearby Magi River. A sole survivor emerges from
the  river:  Coy  Banton.  Or  rather—someone  with  Coy  Banton's
form. Conway tries to shoot Banton, but he begs for a chance to
explain  himself.  A  force  compels  the  trio  to  listen.  Banton,  or
“Banton,” tells of  what happened in the moment he and the Brute
were submerged below the river.

As the Brute and Banton struggled, Banton eventually claimed the
upper hand and stabbed the Brute in the heart with his knife. The
Brute, contrary to most people undergoing such an experience, felt
himself  die.  But the Silver Scarab he wore around his  neck then
opened its wings, exposing an aperture. The Brute felt his spirit fall
into the Scarab, only to fly out like a sparking firework from that
central  lens.  He  felt  himself  enter  Banton's  body,  absorbing
Banton's thoughts and feelings, and it was here that he realized that
Coy  Banton was  more  complicated  than he  appeared.  While  the
Brute  knew  his  father  had  been  two  men  in  one  body,  “Coy
Banton” was one man who was split in two. The man who would
become Coy Banton was born on the Brute's father's  Earth.  His
parents were John and Edith Knolls; he never knew his birth name.
In 1908, two years after he was born, the Knollses were flying from
a trading post in Africa in the direction of  Antarctica. They sought a
mysterious island which only existed on a chart sketched in 1721 by
the Italian explorer Caproni. The island, Caprona, was also known
in legends  as  Caspak.  The Knolls'  plane ran into turbulence and
crashed, but the last conversion the young child heard his parents
hold  always  came  back  to  one  word:  “Caspak.”  And  that  word
would echo in his mind when a pride of  lions—last of  a species of
highly intelligent felines—saved him from the wreck that claimed
his parents' lives. When it came time for him to choose a name, he
chose one that reminded him of  his long-lost parents: Kaspa. In
1929, his existence was revealed to the world, as revealed in the C.T.
Stoneham's novels  The Lion's  Way  (1931) and  Kaspa, the Lion Man
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(1933). The former was filmed in 1933 as King of  the Jungle. In 1931,
Kaspa rescued a scientist, Dr. Clarence Brooks, from the cult of  the
Emerald Fingers, in the cult's city of  Zarbaku. The Emerald Fingers
and a pair of  crooked guides caused trouble for Kaspa, Dr. Brooks,
and Brooks' daughter Mary. Kaspa and Mary Brooks fell in love, and
like June Parker she remained in the jungle for him. But she was not
suited to jungle life,  and died of  a fever three months into their
marriage. Mad with grief, Kaspa slowly became more violent and
jealous.  He  learned  of  the  existence of  Tarzan,  Lord Greystoke,
who supposedly ruled the jungles. Seeking to depose Tarzan, Kaspa
stalked and engaged him. The ape-man defeated the lion-man with
relative ease, and hurled his enemy deep into a gorge. This gorge
contained  a  portal  to  the  alternate  universe  Bradford  entered,
emptying out into the bottom of  the Lagoon of  the Dead. Kaspa
crossed over and suffered side-effects as Bradford did. He was not
entangled with another person, as Johnny was, though he did suffer
brain damage that left him fairly  suggestible,  at least for the first
several years of  his new life. The biggest change was that he was
physically divided in two—not split down the middle, but reformed
in two identical bodies. To an outside observer, the divided Kaspa
would look like a set of  twin brothers.

Kaspa and his “brother” emerged from the Lagoon of  the Dead in
1936, and wandered through the jungle till they were found by Abel
Banton and his three sons. The Bantons adopted the two as their
brothers, Fred and Coy. They found the two young men useful as
navigators  and fighters—it  was  like  they  were  born knowing the
jungle. When Fred Banton died, his psychic fabric was reabsorbed
into Coy. This did not make him whole. Instead, it drove him deeper
into madness. Coy earned a reputation as the most dangerous of  the
Banton  clan.  That  he  was  able  to  strike  down  the  Brute  was  a
testament to his ferocity. But the Silver Scarab saved the Brute. The
Scarab was crafted long ago by the Jaconi, who sought eternal life
once  they  were  cut  off  from  the  Fountain  of  the  Blue  Valley.
Though  they  couldn't  make  someone  truly  immortal,  the  Jaconi
leaders  were  able  to  use  the  Scarab  to  transfer  their  souls  into
younger  bodies.  They  would  have  a  young  servant  murder  them

58



while  they  wore  the  Scarab—the  pendant  projected  the  wearer's
consciousness  into  their  killer,  allowing  them to  steal  the  killer's
body.  Sometimes  the  intended  possessee  would  fight  back,  and
without a doubt, Coy Banton refused to yield his body to the Brute.
Though both combatants knew their duel lasted mere fractions of  a
second to the outside world, they seemed to battle inside Banton's
mind for an eternity. In the end, however, the Brute's desire to make
it back to his family outweighed Banton's hatred for the man who
resembled Tarzan, Kaspa's enemy. Banton, or Kaspa, finally died,
and the Brute was left in control of  his body. The Brute's original
body crumbled apart, and the Silver Scarab swept downstream to
the Lagoon of  the Dead. Through his connection to it, the Brute
felt  it  fall  into  the  portal  at  the  Lagoon's  bottom.  The  portal
exploded upon touching the Scarab, destroying both.

The Conways and Ames believe this story, as outlandish as it seems,
due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  Brute's  ordeal  has  left  with
temporary,  low-level  telepathy,  which  communicates  his  story  in
mental impressions as well as words. They agree to go to Kairobi
and  swear  that  Coy  Banton  is  dead.  Their  combined  testimony
convinces the authorities, and they receive the $5,000 reward, which
they give to the widowed Linda Winters.

The Brute, meanwhile, knows that his family will hunt him to the
ends  of  the  Earth,  as  they  will  believe  him to  be the  man who
murdered him. Telling them the truth will not be so easy. Deciding
to buy himself  time to come to a solution,  he books passage to
India. But before he leaves, he remembers Maureen Maitland, sister
of  the Collins brothers, who had contacts with the global criminal
community. He gets in touch with her and with her aid, he pretends
to  be  Coy  Banton  in  a  number  of  meetings  with  high-profile
criminals.  Using  Banton's  identity,  he  builds  up  a  network  of
informants  which  keep him up to  date  on his  family's  activities.
(Tarzan the Magnificent, 1960)

1960  – Long  ago,  Hilary  Parker,  in  her  guise  as  Connie  Beach,
fought off  a  criminal  named Bryce—when she defeated him she
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decided to steal his last name. Bryce has spent the last twenty years
conspiring  against  Connie  Bryce's  family.  He  captures  Ames  the
millionaire  and  tortures  him  to  death,  extracting  from  him  the
knowledge  that  “Coy  Banton”  is  actually  the  Brute,  aka  Bomba.
Traveling  to  India,  where  the  Brute  has  hidden,  he  begins  a
dangerous  construction  project  which  threatens  the  herd  of  300
elephants conserved from hunting by the Maharajah of  the region.
They are the legacy the Maharajah intends to leave to his daughter
Princess Kamara and his young son Jai. Knowing that the Brute's
family is seeking him in the belief  that he is Bomba's killer, Bryce
allows  information  on  “Banton”'s  whereabouts  to  reach  Johnny
Bradford's wife Nita Cranston, who has reached out to a few of  her
father's  contacts.  The  rumors  leaked  include  the  belief  that  Coy
Banton is the secret backer of  the damming project. When Johnny
Bradford  comes  out  to  retirement  to  seek  his  son's  killer,  he  is
joined  by  Shalimar,  Patricia  Harland,  and  Tartu.  Bryce  has
manipulated the Brute's  own network of  informants to convince
him to come to the dam. As Bryce planned, Bradford sends some
of  the  elephants  to attack the  worksite  and kill  “Banton.” Bryce
intends  for  father  and son  to  fight  to  the  death.  But  the  Brute
refuses  to  fight  his  father,  and  escapes  into  the  jungle.  Shalimar
pursues him and commands a cobra to keep him trapped in a tree.
Reminded of  when he and his  sister  would play  games with the
animals  as  children,  the  Brute  grins  and  lets  out  a  whistle  that
summons a mongoose to attack the cobra. He eludes Shalimar, but
falls  into  a  trap  set  by  his  own  son,  Tartu.  Tartu  summons  an
elephant starts taking him back to his mother, but runs into trouble
in a nearby river, and ends up forced to work with his prisoner to
save both of  them. Tartu looks into “Banton”'s eyes and sees that
his father's soul entered into Banton's body. To convince his family
he is not their enemy, the Brute decides to take down Bryce, the true
culprit.  He drops off  Tartu with Princess Kamara,  saying to her,
“Tell his mother he saved my life.” When Kamara passes on these
words to Patricia,  and hears what Tartu tells  her, she realizes her
husband is alive. She goes into the jungle and finds him, and they
share a romantic reunion. She takes him to Johnny, who is overjoyed
to  learn of  his  son's  survival.  Joining  forces  with his  family,  the
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Brute leads the elephants against Bryce, who is trampled to death.
The  elephants'  safety  is  ensured  by  Kamara  and  her  engineer
boyfriend. Though they all realize the Brute's change in appearance
will  take some getting used to,  the family celebrates the fact that
their beloved son, husband, brother, and father is not dead. (Tarzan
Goes to India, 1962)

Upon meeting  Johnny  Bradford,  the  Maharajah  senses  he  has  a
great weight on his soul, as his son does. “Your son has lived as one
man in two bodies,” he tells Bradford. “You have been two men in
one body.” He recommends the two men go to the city of  Sun Mai
in Thailand, where his old friend Tarim Khan leads a Buddhist sect
dedicated to esoteric spiritual wisdom. The Maharajah believes that
Tarim can help the men understand their unique experiences and
live more peaceful lives. The two men spend over a year in Sun Mai,
deep in spiritual  study.  While there,  they meet Lamont Cranston,
father of  Johnny's wife Nita, who has retired from his crimefighting
career to instead further his philosophical education in Sun Mai with
his wife Margot.

1961 – Tarim Khan, the leader of  Sun Mai, begins to die of  old age,
and appoints  his  young son Kashi  as  his  heir.  However,  his  evil
brother Gishi Khan seeks to prevent his nephew from reaching the
throne. When Tarim dies, the Brute (Richard Lancing) offers to be
Kashi's defender, and he is subjected to tests of  skill, strength, and
wisdom to test his worthiness. He passes all of  them easily. Next,
Kashi  must  complete  his  own three  challenges.  While  the  Brute
assists  him in  this,  Gishi  remains  in  Sun Mai  to attempt  further
manipulation,  but  finds  himself  stymied  repeatedly  by  Johnny
Bradford. When Kashi returns with all three challenges completed,
Gishi  challenges  him to  a  duel  to  the  death,  invoking  a  custom
which hasn't been heard of  in over a thousand years. The Brute, as
Kashi's  champion,  takes his  place,  and kills  Gishi  after  a  pitched
battle. Kashi takes the throne, and a new age of  peace is guaranteed
for Sun Mai. (Tarzan's Three Challenges, 1963)

The Brute decides to honor the oath he swore to his father nearly a
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decade ago, to defend the Mutia escarpment. He has also spent over
a year without his wife and son, and he misses them terribly. Giving
his son his blessing once more, Johnny Bradford retires permanently
to  Sun  Mai  with  his  wife  Nita,  allowing  over  forty  years  of
adventure to come to an end.

The next  film in the  series,  Tarzan and  the  Valley  of  Gold  (1966),
depicts a canon adventure of  Tarzan, Lord Greystoke, and so I will
end the timeline here. However, see Section IV of  this article for
some playful  speculation on an adventure the Brute's  family may
have shared circa 1965. This section can be considered an example
for the sort of  tales one could tell within the universe of  the Brute.
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III. Glossary

Abdullah – See Bonu.

Achmet  – Son  of  Bonu  and  Zia,  brother  of  Zandra.  He  was
present in  Palandria when the Nazis led by Captain Bausch took
over. When Bausch tried to rape his sister, he intervened, giving her
a  chance  to escape,  only  for  Bausch's  Nazi  minions  to  gun him
down in cold blood. His sister and father would grieve him for years
afterward. 
Based on: Achmet (Stanley Brown) from Tarzan Triumphs.

al-Khim, Abdul – See Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud.

Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud – Aka Abdul al-Khim. To many, Prince
Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud was the benevolent patron of  the town of
Bir Herari. But in truth he was a dangerous warlord, who always
sought to expand his borders. After the death of  Dr. Emir Lazar,
aka Sheikh Amir, he effectively took control of  the southern desert.
When the  Skeleton Men  attacked the village of  the  Matusa,  he
took  advantage  of  the  Matusa's  weakness  to  seize  control  of
Palandria, killing its leaders Oman and Nyobi. Bomba drove him
off, but the Prince joined with Joe Hawkins and Neil Edwards to
try to steal the Golden Idol of  the Wazuri. During his assault on
the Wazuri village, Ali was picked off  by an enemy warrior.
Based on: Abdul al-Khim (Lloyd Corrigan) from Tarzan's Desert Mystery,
Hassan (Paul Guilfoyle) from The Hidden City, Prince Ali bin Mahmoud
(Paul Guilfoyle) from The Golden Idol.

Ames – A millionaire who traveled with the Brute (Bomba) when
he escorted Coy Banton to Kairobi. Ames was married to Diana
Penrod, who deeply disliked him. She spent much of  the journey
flirting with Banton. During one excursion with the criminal,  she
was killed by lions, leaving him to grieve. He was one of  the few
who knew that the “Coy Banton” who survived the battle with the
Brute was in fact the Brute himself  in Banton's body. He was later
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tortured to death by Bryce, who learned from him the secret of  the
Jungle Lord's survival.
Based on: Ames (Lionel Jeffries) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Amir, Sheikh – See Emir Lazar.

Anders  – Henchman of  Paul  Ballister,  who  joined  him in  his
sacking of  the Amazon city of  Palmyra. He helped his boss carry
some  of  the  Amazon  treasure,  but  when  he  and  Ballister  were
forced  to  cross  through  the  Lagoon  of  the  Dead  he  lost  his
footing and drowned.
Based on: Andres (Don Douglas) from Tarzan and the Amazons.

Andrews,  Dr.  – Assistant  to  Dr.  Alexander  Thorkel,  later  a
mastermind  in  his  own  right.  Thorkel  betrayed  him  in  1949  by
leaving him behind after  Radijeck  broke his leg, and he gave  the
Brute  information  that  helped  him  defeat  Radijeck.  Later,  he
discovered a strange ore that could sap the will of  living beings, and
intended  to  sell  it  to  the  Soviets,  presumably  through  Leon
Markov's  spy  ring.  He  attempted  to  use  the  ore  on  Johnny
Bradford, Shalimar, and Ramada, but they were saved by Tamba.
Bradford summoned the Man-Ape, who destroyed Andrews' camp
and Andrews himself. He was the father of  Mona Andrews, having
married Andy Barnes' sister.
Based on: Andrews (Glenn Anders) from Tarzan's Peril, Andrews (Nestor
Paiva) from Killer Ape.

Andrews,  Mona  – Daughter  of  Dr.  Andrews,  niece  of  Andy
Barnes.  Though  she  was  occasionally  a  bratty  girl,  she  was  a
valuable research assistant, aiding her uncles Andy and Elijah Jones
in their lab in Randini. She was engaged to former child adventurer
Don Sturdy.
Based on: Mona Andrews (Nancy Hale) from  Lord of  the Jungle, Ann
Sturdy (Jill Jarmyn) from Tarzan's Fight for Life.

Arco – A crooked lawyer who worked to free M'Gono, so that he
could take advantage of  the ensuing tribal warfare to seize the oil of
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the  Kirundi  Valley.  He  worked  with  a  gunman  named  Pico
Church; both he and Church were members of  Leon Markov's spy
ring. He met his end at the hands of  Johnny Bradford.
Based on: Arco (Robert Foulk) from Valley of  Head Hunters.

Arlington, Martin – A comrade of  Harry Holt who joined Holt
on  his  second  attempt  to  claim  the  ivory  of  the  Mutia
escarpment's elephant graveyard. The attempt failed when he and
Holt  were  attacked by  Matusa  lion-worshippers.  Holt  was killed,
but Arlington got away, albeit in a severely wounded state. He never
fully recovered, but he decided to work in Africa in slightly nobler
conditions.  He  became  a  Commissioner  under  the  name  of
Morrison, and in this role he became an ally to Johnny Bradford.
Based on: Martin Arlington (Paul Cavanagh) from Tarzan and His Mate,
Commissior Morrison (Paul Cavanagh) from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Ashuba – A tribe  with a long rivalry  with the  Yorango  people.
They were ruled by Queen Linasi, who was deposed when she was
blinded  by  King  Gamboso,  and  later  by  Queen  Melmendi,  a
strong ruler wary of  corruption. When the slaver Radijeck tried to
sell guns to the Ashuba, Melmendi rejected him. She also rejected
the  marriage  proposal  of  Bulam  of  the  Yorango,  as  she  knew
Bulam was suggestible.  The Brute  defeated Radijeck, Bulam, and
Bulam's  Yorango  warriors  when  they  threatened  the  Ashuba,
guaranteeing peace under Melmendi.
Based on: The Ashuba from Tarzan's Peril.

Aquatania – An island nation established by the  Matusa.  It  was
invaded  by  Palanth and  Varga  in  1946,  but  the  invaders  were
defeated by  the Brute. In 1951, the U.S. and Soviet governments
sought to take over Aquatania to retrieve Palanth's documents on
parallel universes. Johnny Bradford stopped them from seizing the
island and took the documents for himself.
Based  on:  Aquatania  from  Tarzan  and  the  Mermaids,  Tulonga  from
Savage Mutiny.

Baby – The imported pet tiger of  Shalimar. Baby rarely went on
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adventures,  living  primarily  with Shalimar,  her  husband  Ramada,
and their daughter N'Gala in the village of  the Wazuri. The Jaconi
once believed her to be an avatar of  their god Tambura.
Based on: Baby the Tiger from Voodoo Tiger.

Baku – The secret name of  the so-called “medicine jungle,” as well
as the walled city within it. Both the jungle and the city are named
for  an  avatar  of  the  god  Balu who  represents  the  moon  and
darkness.  Queen  Oma  was  the  ruler  of  Baku,  commanding  an
army  of  “Moon  Men”  Bush Devils.  The  city  of  Baku  had  its
origins as a laboratory complex by the Jaconi, who used alchemy to
create poison and medicine from the  mandro  plant, as well as an
army of  giant lizards, giant spiders, and killer plants, with the intent
of  reclaiming  the  Mutia  escarpment  from  the  Matusa.  They
created  a  species  of  bird  designed  to  attack  the  ngoma-weave
gliders  used by Matusa warriors—the descendants of  these  birds
have  crashed  a  great  many  planes  on  the  escarpment.  Johnny
Bradford overcame the evil of  Baku by killing Queen Oma, freeing
the Moon Men from her control, after entering the jungle and facing
its horrors several times in his career. Presently Baku is controlled
by the Moon Men, who have become a benevolent people.
Based on: The medicine jungle from Tarzan's Desert Mystery,  Baku from
Jungle Moon Moon.

Ballister, Paul – Assistant to Sir Thomas Lancing, who went with
him  to  find  Palmyra  in  1943.  With  his  assistant  Anders,  he
attempted to steal the treasure of  the Amazons of  Palmyra, but was
foiled by the Brute. Two years later, he joined with Tanya Rawlins
and  Karl Straeter  to recover stolen  Palandrian  gold and subvert
the  animal  exportation  laws  of  King  Farrod.  When  the  Brute
caught up to their gang, he sent elephants to trample them, leading
to Ballister's death.
Based on:  Ballister  (Barton  MacLane)  from  Tarzan and the Amazons,
Paul Weir (Barton MacLane) from Tarzan and the Huntress.

Balu – The sun god of  the Matusa. In truth he may have been of
the Great Old Ones, as he was able to cause the Lost Volcano to
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erupt  and  turn  Queen  Oma  into  a  vampire.  Several  names  are
derived from his, including Zimbalu (meaning “kingdom of  Balu”)
and  W'mbulu  (mean “hated by Balu”). When  Palanth  attempted
his conquest of  Aquatania, Varga posed as an avatar of  Balu.
Based on: Balu from Tarzan and the Mermaids.

Banton, Abel – Father of  the Banton clan and one of  the original
Three Dragomen,  with  Al Collins  and  Jack Morton.  All Three
Dragomen married  each others'  sisters  and fathered  triplet  sons.
Even in old age Abel Banton was a fiery man, ferociously dedicated
to his sons, but also set on getting the job done right. There is no
count to the number of  murders and robberies he committed with
his children during his long life. Banton took personal pleasure in
corrupting people to a criminal lifestyle, seeing his ability to corrupt
as a sign of  the flexibility of  the human spirit—his sons were the
greatest  results  of  his  philosophical  experiments.  When his  sons
Fred and Ethan were slain by the Brute (Bomba), he stalked and
tried to kill the jungle man, but this outing cost the lives of  his sons
Johnny  and  Martin before a ricocheted bullet spelled the end of
the Banton father as well.  
Based on: Abel Banton (John Carradine) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Banton, Coy – The adopted son of  Abel Banton. Coy Banton was
one half  of  Kaspa, a former hero from the Brute's original Earth.
He emerged from the  Lagoon of  the Dead  with his  “brother”
Fred, having only flawed memories of  his previous life, and he and
Fred joined the Banton gang, killing and stealing their way across
Africa. He remembered more of  himself  when Fred died, but this
only  twisted  his  mind  further—Abel  Banton  had  successfully
created a man with no soul, who could kill without compunction,
who even drew pleasure from it. He thought he killed  Bomba  in
their  heated battle  below the surface of  the  Magi River,  but he
soon discovered that the Brute's soul endured. He fought with the
Brute for dominance of  his body, but eventually he lost out—the
creature  born  from  the  ashes  of  Kaspa  finally  died,  losing  his
physical form to his enemy.
Based on: Coy Banton (Jock Mahoney) from Tarzan the Magnificent.
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Banton,  Ethan  – One  of  the  triplet  sons  of  Abel  Banton,
alongside  Johnny  and  Martin Banton.  Like his brothers, he was
raised to be a bandit, killing as easy as breathing. In 1957, Ethan was
part of  his adopted brother Fred's operation to steal the explosive
cache  stored  in  Mantu—he  was  the  one  who  shot  both  Andy
Barnes and Eli Jonas. He stuck with Fred all the way to the end,
but Bomba murdered his brother, and he swore revenge. The ape-
man did not forget Ethan's face, and considered his being spared a
warning never to return. But Ethan did return, when he joined his
father and brothers on their rampage across the continent. This time
the Jungle Lord was not so merciful. An arrow through the heart
ended Ethan Banton's life.
Based on: O'Bannion (Sean Connery) from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure,
Ethan Banton (Ron McDonnell) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Banton, Fred – Fred Banton was, like his “brother” Coy, one half
of  Kaspa  the Lion Man, whose body was broken in two by his
travel from  the Brute's original Earth. Recruited into the Banton
crime family  by  family  patriarch  Abel,  Fred  became a  notorious
criminal  who  occasionally  used  the  nickname  “Slade.”  He
discovered that the Brute and Johnny Bradford were the same man,
and that  Shalimar  was Bradford's daughter. He seemingly died at
Bomba's hands in the passages of  Oma, deep in the Lost Volcano,
but he returned years later with a gang consisting of  his brothers
Ethan  and  Martin,  his girlfriend  Toni,  and  Kruger,  and tried to
reclaim the  Mines of  Solomon. It was here that he met his true
death  at  Bomba's  hands.  Upon  his  death,  parts  of  his  mind
reappeared  inside  the  mind  of  Coy  Banton.  Coy  struggled  on
occasion to remember if  he was Coy or Fred.
Based on:  Barton (Buster  Crabbe)  from  Captive Girl,  Fred Barton (John
Ridgely) from The Lost Volcano, Slade (Anthony Quayle) from  Tarzan's
Greatest Adventure.

Banton, Johnny – Son of  Abel Banton,  brother of  Ethan  and
Martin, adoptive brother of  Fred and Coy. He was named for his
uncle  Jack Morton.  Though he was perhaps the  quietest  of  the
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Banton  clan,  there  was  one  thing  that  set  him  apart  from  his
brothers, and his father Abel: he liked attacking women. Whether he
had  a  sexual  motivation  to  his  killings,  or  if  he  was  simply  a
misogynist, remains a mystery. He was part of  his father's stalking
party going after the Brute (Bomba) for killing his brothers Fred
and Ethan. When he singled out  Lori Conway, a member of  the
Brute's party, he didn't know the Brute was nearby. The Brute killed
Johnny, which drove his brother Martin to abandon the enterprise
and  meet  his  own  death  in  the  jungle.  Johnny  was  buried  in  a
shallow grave not far from where he died.
Based on: Johnny Banton (Gary Cockrell) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Banton,  Martin  – Son  of  Abel  Banton,  brother  of  Ethan,
Johnny,  Fred,  and  Coy.  Martin Banton was named for his  older
cousin  Marty Morton,  but the two were never close. He and his
adopted brother Fred were close, and so he joined Fred and Ethan
in an operation to reclaim the Mine of  Solomon. But that only got
Fred killed.  Martin swore revenge against  Bomba,  the  man who
killed him. Yet he also was becoming sick of  violence, and so when
the ape-man killed his brother Johnny too, he fled into the woods.
However,  the  Matusa  had  been  trying  to  aid  their  old  friend
Bomba, and had sent lions after the Bantons. One of  these lions
made short work of  Banton, leaving only the bones. 
Based on: Dino (Al Mulock) from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure, Martin
Banton (Al Mulock) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Barnes, Andy – Andy Barnes was a Scottish Fellow of  the Royal
Academy,  a  learned  professional  in  the  fields  of  chemistry  and
medicine who attended Oxford with the love of  his life, Eli Jonas.
When a regional  commissioner  near the  Mutia escarpment  was
killed by the  Leopard Society  in 1944, Barnes offered to take his
post, so that he and his husband could live away from prying eyes.
He befriended Bomba and his family, and aided them faithfully for
many years. In 1957, however, Fred Banton's gang decided to steal
a  cache of  explosives Barnes and Eli  were guarding in the small
village  of  Mantu.  Ethan  Banton  shot  both  Barnes  and  his
husband at pointblank range with a rifle.  Both men survived and
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recovered, but they mutually decided to retire from service in Africa,
and ended up finding a cozy home together in Scotland.
Based  on:  Andy  Barnes  (Charles  Irwin/Leonard  Mudie)  from the  Bomba
series, Dr. Angus McCloud (Leonard Mudie) from the Jungle Jim TV series,
Dr. Sturdy (Carl Benton Reid) from Tarzan's Fight for Life, an unnamed
Mantu doctor from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure.

Basuto – A tribe opposed to the Wazuri. They fraudulently claimed
that  the  Wazuri  stole  the  jeweled  eyes  of  the  idol  of  their  god
Minobo. In truth, the eyes had been stolen years ago by agents of
the  Czar  of  Russia,  where  they  were  made  into  rings  worn  by
Lamont Cranston.  Johnny Bradford,  Bomba, and  Bonu routed
the  Basutos  when they attacked  the  Wazuri's  village.  The Basuto
may be related to the Jaconi, as Minobo is considered synonymous
with the Jaconi tiger-god Tambura.
Based on: The Basuto from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Bausch – A Captain of  the Nazi  SS who invaded  Palandria  in
1941,  commanding officer  of  Karl  Straeter.  Years  prior,  he  had
been  lost  in  the  jungles  near  Palandria  as  an  explorer  and  after
becoming  ill,  was  nursed  back  to  health  by  the  Palandrians.  He
decided to repay their kindness by enslaving them and looting their
city—he also tried to force himself  on  Zandra, adopted daughter
of  Palandria's leader Oman. Bausch was killed with the rest of  his
men  (save  for  Straeter)  when  the  Brute  helped  the  Palandrians
retake their city. 
Based on: Captain Bausch (Philip van Zandt) from Tarzan Triumphs.

Beach, Connie – See Connie Bryce.

Bentley, Carl – A scientist, brother of  Frank Bentley  and father
of  Nora Bentley. In 1948 he led an expedition to the city of  Oma
inside the Lost Volcano, with his assistant Fred Banton. Banton's
criminal interference turned the expedition into a disaster, but five
years later he and his daughter Nora were back in Africa, seeking the
missing  Professor  Ralph  Dixon.  The  Bentleys  learned  that  the
“fire-demon” of  Kirundi Valley was actually Dixon, who was killed
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by  Johnny Bradford. After this second expedition, Bentley seems
to have left Africa for good.
Based on: Dr. Charles Langley (Grandon Rhodes) from The Lost Volcano,
Dr. Carl Blakely (Selmer Jackson) from Devil Goddess.

Bentley, Frank – Governor of  part of  the territory near the Mutia
escarpment,  brother  of  Dr.  Carl  Bentley,  supervisor  of
Commissioner  Andy  Barnes.  1948  saw  him  infected  with  the
plague that affected the people of  Panther Island  while he was
awaiting the arrival of  Captain Anne Kingsley, who had important
information on the ngoma plant, a possible source of  war material.
His physician was George Harland, who used his position to try to
recover  gold  stolen  from  Palandria  by  Karl  Straeter.  After
Harland's exposure and death at the hands of  Johnny Bradford, he
recovered from the plague, and though Captain Kingsley required
recovering, he was able to make his rendezvous with her thanks to
Bradford's assistance.
Based on: Frank Bentley (Selmer Jackson) from Mark of  the Gorilla.

Bentley, Nora – Daughter of  Dr.  Carl Bentley.  She joined her
father on his expedition to the  Kirundi Valley,  searching for the
missing Professor Ralph Dixon, who turned out to be the Valley's
infamous  “fire  demon.”  She  was  disappointed  by  Dixon's
degradation,  and  so  returned  to  the  U.S.  with  her  father.  It  is
unknown if  she continued a career in science.
Based on: Nora Blakely (Angela Stevens) from Devil Goddess.

Bernard, Jeffrey – A Scotland Yard inspector acquainted with Nita
Cranston,  who  was  summoned  to  investigate  the  Mine  of
Solomon by Leroux. When it turned out Leroux was a criminal, he
aided Nita and Johnny Bradford in arresting him.
Based  on:  Inspector  Jeffrey  Bernard  (Richard  Wyler)  from  Jungle  Man-
Eaters.

Blue Valley – See Kirundi Valley.

Bir Herari – A small town located in the nameless desert to the
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southwest of  the  Mutia escarpment.  It  served as a hideout for
Prince Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud, who was the town's leader and
greatest benefactor. The townsfolk were unaware that when he left
Bir  Herari,  he  was  a  warlord  who  oppressed  their  neighboring
communities.
Based on: Bir Herari from Tarzan's Desert Mystery.

Boganda  – Father  of  Ramada,  father-in-law  of  Shalimar,
grandfather  of  N'Gala,  and  chief  of  the  Wazuri.  He  replaced
Mahara as chief  after Mahara was assassinated by Dr. Andrews.
Based on: Boganda (Vince Townsend Jr.) from Jungle Man-Eaters.

Bomba – The adoptive son of  the Brute and June Parker, Bomba
lived much of  his life believing he was born Richard Lancing Jr., son
of  Richard Lancing  and his wife  Augustina, and that the Brute
and June were his adoptive parents. In truth, he was the biological
son  of  the  Brute  and  Linasi,  adopted  by  the  Lancings.  He
adventured at  the  side  of  the  Brute  and June  for  several  joyous
years, and mourned his adoptive mother when she died in 1941 only
to find new happiness with the arrival his father's third wife, Connie
Bryce.  When  he  was  fifteen,  his  father  gifted  him  the  Mutia
escarpment,  and  he  became  its  defender  for  many  years,  even
taking the name of  the Brute once his father retired in 1953. In this
time  he  married  Patricia  Harland  and  fathered  a  son,  Tartu.
During his battle with the sinister  Coy Banton, he was killed, but
the Silver Scarab he wore around his neck transferred his soul into
Banton's body. His family hunted him for a time, believing him to
be his own killer, but he was able to reveal the truth to them. He
spent some time in Sun Mai with his father, but departed in 1961 to
return to his wife and son, and to the escarpment he was sworn to
protect. Bomba's original body had curly light hair and what some
might call a baby-face, despite his muscular physique. The African
features he inherited from his mother became more apparent as he
got older.
Based on: Boy (Johnny Sheffield), Bomba (Johnny Sheffield), Tarzan (Gordon
Scott/Jock Mahoney).
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Bonu – Chief  of  the Matusa and longtime friend of  the Brute, he
and  his  wife  Zia  were  the  parents  of  Achmet  and  Zandra  of
Palandria.  He  led  his  people  through  trial  and  hardship  after
seismic activity threatened the Blue Valley and drove them from it.
He defended their sacred Golden Idol against attacks by rival tribes.
He spent a considerable amount of  time helping the Brute and Nita
Cranston  raise  young  Skipper,  but  in  1952  he  vanished  on  a
secretive mission, only returning to Africa six years later. It seems he
was trying to reach the mysterious city of  Sun Mai. He succeeded
in locating the elusive city, but was told by the elder there,  Tarim
Khan, that he was needed in the village of  Mantu—his actions in
Mantu would create a cascade of  circumstances that would bring
newcomers  to  their  rightful  place  in  Sun  Mai.  By  aiding  Bomba
(now the  second  Brute),  he  set  in  motion  the  events  that  drew
Johnny Bradford to Sun Mai, where he would spend the rest of  his
days as a student. Bonu joined his old friend in the city, becoming
one of  his fellow monks. 
Based on: Kolu (Rick Vallin)  from  Jungle Jim,  an unnamed Blue Valley
inhabitant (Rick Vallin) from  Tarzan's Magic Fountain,  Chief  Mahala
(Rick  Vallin)  from  Captive  Girl,  Bono  (Rick  Vallin)  from  Jungle
Manhunt, Sgt. Bono (Rick Vallin) from Voodoo Tiger, Abdullah (Rick
Vallin) from The Golden Idol, Kaseem (Dean Fredericks) from the Jungle
Jim TV series, N'Como (John Harrison) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Bonzo – See Tamba.

Bora – Daughter of  Gamboso of  the Yorango, and an assassin in
his service. She was also the half-sister of  W'mbulu M'gobo. She
killed  Bomba's  mother  Linasi,  and  after  her  father's  death  at
Bomba's hands she tried to kill Bomba's sister Shalimar. When she
failed, she chose to throw herself  into a bonfire rather than face
arrest and dishonor.
Based on: Boru (Suzette Harbin) from Bomba and the Jungle Girl.

Bradford, Johnny – See The Brute.

Bradford, Johnny (Alternate) – The Brute had a counterpart on
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the alternate Earth that became his home. This Johnny Bradford's
brother  Jim  had  drowned  when  they  were  children,  and
consequently,  Johnny had grown up sheltered.  He worked a safe
government position that kept him behind a desk most of  the time.
However,  he  did  gain  a  taste  for  adventure  when  he  joined  his
alternate self  to take down the headhunter  M'Gono.  Whether he
sought  out  his  own  adventures  following  the  M'Gono  case  is
unknown.
Based on: Bradley (Nelson Leigh), from Valley of  Head Hunters.

Braggan, Clete – A thug who worked with a degenerated  Buck
Rand  to  kidnap millionaires  Edgar  and Janice  Wilson to  steal
their money. The Wilsons sent their infant son down the  Nyaga
Ratu River  where  Johnny Bradford  and  Skipper  recovered him.
Following the river, they located the Wilsons and their kidnappers,
and sent Braggan to prison with his employer.
Based on: Clete Braggan (Gregg Barton), from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Brandt – See George Harland.

Brooks,  Clarence  -  Father  of  Mary  Brooks  on  Johnny
Bradford's  original  Earth.  He  was  kidnapped  by  the  Emerald
Fingers  cult of  Zarbaku  but he was rescued by  Kaspa  the Lion
Man. It is unknown if  he found out about the death of  his daughter.
There are rumors that Dr. Brooks had the ability to turn the dead
into zombies, but that is a story that must be told elsewhere.
Based on: Dr. Brooks (E. Alyn Warren) from Tarzan the Fearless (1933),
Doc Brooks (Lew Kelly) from Bowery at Midnight (1942).

Brooks,  Mary  – An  inhabitant  of  Johnny  Bradford's  original
Earth. In 1931, her father Clarence was kidnapped by the Emerald
Fingers  cult of  Zarbaku. He was rescued by  Kaspa, who fell in
love with Mary as he helped keep the Brookses safe from the agents
of  the cult. He and Mary became husband and wife once the cult
was  defeated,  but  unfortunately,  within  the  first  three  of  their
marriage, she contracted a fever and died. He went mad with grief,
leading to future consequences.
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Based on: Mary Brooks (Jacqueline Wells) from Tarzan the Fearless.

Brute,  The  – The  Lord  of  the  Jungle,  defender  of  the  Mutia
escarpment. The Brute was born on our world in 1898 as Johnny
Bradford, the older brother of  Jungle Jim. In 1918 he crossed over
to the alternate Earth that would become his home for the rest of
his  days.  His  greatest  allies  in  life  include  his  friends  Bonu  and
Tamba, as well as the four women he loved, Linasi,  June Parker,
Connie  Bryce,  and  Nita  Cranston.  He  is  the  father  of  three
children,  Bomba,  Shalimar, and  Skipper. He has enjoyed dozens
of  adventures over his long life, made even longer by exposure to
the  Fountain  of  Youth of  the  Blue  Valley.  He  is  a  friend  to
animals  everywhere  and they  do his  bidding;  all  people  within  a
hundred-mile radius of  the escarpment know of  him in one form or
another. For many years his brain was divided into two personalities,
the Brute and Johnny Bradford,  but the two have come together
and he  now possesses  the  skills  and memories  of  both.  Serious,
observant, imposing, and handsome, his dark brown eyes are nearly
black, and his brown hair, which he keeps short with a flint knife,
contains traces of  blond that shine golden in the sun. He is virtually
impossible  to  defeat  in  hand-to-hand  combat,  and  he  is  equally
skilled with a sling, bow, or lariat; his diet and exercise regime leave
him in peak physical condition, and even before he gained eternal
youth, he had a strong immunity to disease. In 1960, he decided to
retire permanently to Sun Mai, becoming one of  the monks of  the
city's temple and dedicating himself  to introspection. 
Based on: Tarzan (Johnny Weissmuller/Lex Barker) and Jungle Jim (Johnny
Weissmuller).

Bryce – A criminal associated with Jimmy Shields, he was the one
who killed Shields and tried to kill  his girlfriend,  Connie Beach.
Connie overcame Bryce and stole his last name to mock him. He
decided to plot revenge against Connie and her family. In 1960, he
manipulated events in India to try to force the Brute and Bomba
to fight. However, Johnny Bradford discovered the truth about the
man he thought was Coy Banton, learning he was his son instead.
The two Brutes called elephants to attack Bryce's encampment, and
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the vengeful crook was trampled to death.
Based on: Bryce (Leo Gordon) from Tarzan Goes to India. 

Bryce, Connie – Born Hilary Constance Parker in 1895 to  Peter
Parker and his wife, the woman who would become Connie Bryce
grew up wealthy  but  not  spoiled.  She used her  money for  good
causes, funding and leading science expeditions to Africa. In 1920,
Hilary met and found herself  attracted to Johnny Bradford on an
expedition to the Matusa city of  Zimbalu, now ruled by a Jaconi
devil-cult. When the temple collapsed at the end of  their adventure,
she believed him dead. In 1929, her old friend Gloria James invited
her to the Blue Valley, where she became immortal in the Fountain
of  Youth.  Returning to  America,  she  became a  singer  and stage
magician after her father's death cut her off  from the family fortune
—Peter Parker had always been disappointed in his daughter, having
considered scientific research an “unwomanly” profession, and thus
he did not included her in his will. She started dating a pilot named
Jimmy  Shields,  even  though  she  knew  he  had  criminal  ties—
because of  her new associations she changed her name to Connie
Beach.  Eventually  she  encountered  Johnny  Bradford  again  while
working as a singer in New York; not long after Bradford and his
wife  June  departed, Jimmy was killed by  Bryce,  one of  his mob
contacts. He tried to kill Connie as well, but she beat him to a pulp.
“Your name is mine now, and I'm going to do good with it,” was
what she told him. As Connie Bryce, she worked a low-level spy and
courier  for the Allies.  While working for Sheikh Amir, aka  Emir
Lazar, she ran into the Brute again, this time joined by Bomba. She
joined with them to venture through the  medicine jungle  (where
the Brute sought a cure for a disease his wife June was treating) and
finally  reached  her  destination  in  Bir  Herari.  Following  this
adventure she stayed with the Brute and Bomba for some time, and
was with them when they heard the news of  June Parker's death.
Having fallen in love with the Brute, she became his new wife, and a
stepmother  to  Bomba.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  Brute's  son
Skipper  and shared with  her  husband the secret  of  immortality.
They had many adventures  together,  but  in  1951,  the  actions  of
W'mbulu M'gobo warped her to her husband's original Earth, via
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a  spontaneous paired quantum reversal.  They were  unable  to
reach  other  again,  and  Connie  was  left  stranded  in  the  other
universe in 1918. She would find a life for herself  in Nation City,
where in the 1930s she became the biographer of  the mysterious
hero Flint  Golden. Both she and her husband would grieve each
other often long after they were separated.
Based on: Hilary Parker (Virginia Grey) from  Jungle Jim,  Connie Beach
(Virginia  Grey)  from  Tarzan's  New  York  Adventure,  Connie  Bryce
(Nancy  Kelly)  from  Tarzan's  Desert  Mystery,  Jane  Parker  (Brenda
Joyce/Vanessa  Brown/Virginia  Huston/Dorothy  Hart/Joyce  MacKenzie),
various characters from the Jungle Jim and Bomba series.

Bugandi – The name of  both a region and the people who inhabit
it.  Bugandi  is  also  known as  Bakunda,  a  name derived  from the
Matusa  word  meaning  “cursed  land”  (drawing  from  the  name
Baku).  The  Bugandi  people  were  notoriously  allied  with  the
Leopard Society,  a group of  were-leopard assassins spawned by
the curse of  Queen Oma. Led by  Lea  and Dr.  Emir Lazar, the
Bugandi warred against the Zambesi, but their attempt at taking the
Zambesi  land  was  thwarted  by  the  Brute.  The  Bugandi  region
probably represents a former Jaconi territory, as it is inhabited by
Bush Devils. Some Bugandi villages are neutral or opposed to the
Leopard  Society;  these  villages  seem  to  be  inhabited  by  were-
panthers of  the tribe rather than were-leopards, indicating a possible
schism in the tribe's  warrior caste.  In 1953,  the Bugandi and the
Leopard Society declared a truce with the Brute and his family after
Bradford rescued Chief  Philippe Lazar's  son  Morro.  They have
abided by that truce so far. (Note that Bugandi is not to be confused
with the real-life kingdom of  Buganda.)
Based on: Bugandi from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman, Bugandi from
Pygmy Island, Bakunda from The Vampire's Ghost (1945).

Bulam  – King  of  the  Yorango  people.  He  fell  in  love  with
Melmendi  of  the  Ashuba,  but  his  attractions  were  not
reciprocated,  so  he  joined  with  the  slaver  Radijeck  to  force
Melmendi  into a marriage.  Bulam's  conquest  of  the Ashuba was
thwarted when he was slain by elephants called by the Brute.
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Based on Bulam (Frederick O'Neal) from Tarzan's Peril.

Burger  – A  lieutenant  of  Neil  Edwards'  who  continued  his
operations, working with henchmen DeGroot and Reeves. He and
his men were killed by elephants summoned by the Brute.
Based on: Burger (Jack Elam) from Tarzan's Hidden Jungle.

Bush  Devils  – A  pygmy  tribe,  born  of  marriages  between  the
Jaconi  and  the  Tcho-Tcho.  Bush  Devils  inhabited  the  Mutia
escarpment  and  many  of  the  lands  below it,  including  Pygmy
Island and  the  city  of  Baku,  the  latter  place  being  where  they
served the immortal  Queen Oma. They are often violent, but not
unreasonable—in 1953, they joined the Leopard Society in allying
themselves with Johnny Bradford and his family, following Queen
Oma's defeat.
Based on: The unnamed pygmy tribe from Tarzan the Ape Man, the Bush
Devils from Pygmy Island, the Moon Men from  Jungle Moon Men, the
Tcho-Tcho from August Derleth and Mark Schorer's “The Lair of  the Star
Spawn” (1932).

Cafe of  the Three Dragomen – A cafe in  Randini known as a
rendezvous for crooks. Thieves and smugglers seek guides through
the nearby deserts and jungles in the Cafe, named for the  Three
Dragomen gang which originally consisted of  Abel Banton,  Jack
Morton,  and  Al  Collins.  In  the  1920s,  the  three  worked  as
dragomen, or guides, often smuggling goods or ferrying criminals.
When they had children they  decided to put  some of  their  loot
towards  the  construction  of  a  cafe  where  criminals  could  find
refuge from the law. Even into the 1950s, the Cafe of  the Three
Dragomen fulfilled its purpose,  attracting the worst  of  the worst
from all over Africa.  Fred Winters  recruited  Charlie Pulham  in
the Cafe in 1952.
Based on: The Cafe of  the Three Dragomen from Killer Leopard.

Cameron, Ronald – See Eric Parker.

Canyon of  the Ape – See Dundee Pass.
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Carrefour, Bomba – A servant of  Captain Fry. After Fry's death,
he befriended  the Brute  and  June Parker, living with them for a
time. He heard rumors of  treasures hidden at the bottom of  the
Lagoon of  the Dead,  not knowing that  these trinkets  were  the
remains of  Hakim's victims. He fell into the the portal within the
Lagoon,  being drawn to Johnny Bradford's  world,  where  he was
captured by a man named Carrefour, who forced Bomba to take his
last  name.  Carried  off  the  Caribbean,  Bomba  Carrefour  was
eventually turned into a zombie, sometimes known as Kalaga. In the
1940s,  two bumblers  came to the  island of  San Sebastian where
Bomba “lived” as a zombie. In the chaos that erupted, Bomba was
killed, finally freeing him from his enslaved existence. Back on the
alternate Earth, the Brute and Jane named their son  Bomba after
their departed friend.
Based on: Bomba (Darby Jones) from  Tarzan Escapes,  Carrefour (Darby
Jones) from I Walked with a Zombie (1943), Kalaga (Darby Jones) from
Zombies on Broadway (1945).

Casson, Cody – See The Brute.

Celliers, Blake – A veterinarian and physician who lived in or near
Mantu.  He was  an old  friend of  Nita Cranston,  but  he  was  a
coward at heart, refusing to allow the Brute (Bomba) to house Coy
Banton  in his house when there was a threat of  the Banton clan
coming to free him. However, when the Bantons did arrive, he was
singled out for torture by Abel Banton to find where his son was
being taken; once Celliers told the Bantons all they needed to know,
they shot him.
Based on: Dr. Celliers (Peter van Eyck) from Tarzan's Hidden Jungle, Dr.
Blake (Peter Howell) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Cheeta – See Tamba.

Church, Pico – A gunman for hire, Pico Church worked with the
crooked lawyer Arco to free the cult leader M'Gono, in an effort to
claim  the  oil-rich  lands  of  the  Kirundi  Valley.  He  managed  to
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escape  arrest  when  Arco's  ploy  failed.  Like  Arco,  he  ultimately
worked for Roy Collins, who was one of  the key players in Leon
Markov's Soviet spy ring. Pico assassinated  John King  at Collins'
command, but in return he was shot by Commissioner Kingston.
Based on: Pico Church (Joseph Allen) from Valley of  Head Hunters, Jason
(Joseph Allen) from Cannibal Attack.

Collins, Al – The father of  Joe, Mark, Maureen, and Roy Collins,
and a member of  the  Three Dragomen. Like his comrades  Abel
Banton and Morton, he worked as a dragoman, or guide, in various
Middle  Eastern  countries.  During  this  time  they  smuggled  both
illicit  goods  and  illicit  passengers.  All  of  the  Three  Dragomen
married  each  others'  sisters,  and  all  of  them  sired  triplet  sons.
Collins' daughter Maureen was from a later conception. He appears
to be the father of  Emir Lazar, Philippe Lazar, and Hakim, who
are  also triplets.  Collins'  ill-gotten gains  helped  open one of  the
most prominent criminal rendezvous points in Africa, the  Cafe of
the Three Dragomen. Rumors say that old Collins can sometimes
be seen tending bar at the Cafe, though most of  the time he works
in the back room.
Based on: Original character.

Collins,  Joe  – Son  of  Al  Collins  of  the  Three  Dragomen,
brother of  Mark,  Roy, and  Maureen Collins. In 1950, using the
alias “Mike Kovacs,” he teamed up with  Abel Peterson  and  Bob
Warren tried to locate the Nazi Heinrich Schulz for his knowledge
on  a  stolen  art  collection.  After  Peterson's  death,  Warren
impersonated him, and Collins joined him in an elephant-poaching
operation, during which he started a relationship with Losana, a girl
he  didn't  know  was  secretly  a  were-panther.  When  Bomba
intervened with the poaching operation he fled, but was caught by
Losana, who used the fact that he was “leaving her” as an excuse to
kill and eat him.
Based  on:  Mike  Kovacs  (Paul  Masters)  from  Voodoo Tiger,  Joe  Collins
(Myron Healey) from Elephant Stampede.

Collins, Mark – The most brutal of  the three sons of  Al Collins
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of  the  Three  Dragomen  gang.  Mark  was  fond  of  his  cousin
Albert  Morton,  and the two teamed up for multiple enterprises.
They  escaped  lions  together  while  working  for  their  fathers'
associate  Captain  Rawlins,  and  later,  the  two  were  attacked  by
Bomba for trying to exploit the peaceful people of  Chief  Moga.
When Johnny Bradford drowned his brother Roy, he tried to take
revenge  on  him  in  the  city  of  Baku  under  the  alias  of  “Mark
Santo,”  and managed to leave  the  city  with  an  armful  of  stolen
diamonds. But he did not escape—a pride of  lions turned on him
and his associate,  Joseph Regan Leopold, once they hit the open
savanna. Leopold shot Mark in the leg so the lions would eat him
instead.
Based on: Cullen (George DeNormand) from The Lost Tribe, Mark Santo
(Myron Healey) from Jungle Moon Men, Joe Pike (Zon Murray) from the
Jungle Jim TV series.

Collins, Maureen – See Maureen Maitland.

Collins, Roy – The sneakiest Collins brother, standing in contrast
to  his  brother  Mark's  more  violent  approach.  He  built  contacts
between his father Al Collins'  Three Dragomen organization and
the Communist spy ring led by Leon Markov. While working as a
spy for Markov, Roy used a variant of  his brother  Joe's alias Mike
Kovacs, calling himself  Roy Kovacs. Later, at Markov's suggestion,
he shortened the name to Rovak. (Markov may have intended to use
Collins as a lure to keep his enemies away, as people might mistake
Collins for him due to his “Rokov” alias.) He attempted to sabotage
John  King's  outpost  with  the  aid  of  Pico  Church,  but  was
drowned in the Magi River by Johnny Bradford. His brother Mark
attempted to avenge him, to no avail.
Based on: Rovak (Bruce Cowling) from Cannibal Attack.

Comstock, Nels – See Neil Edwards.

Conners – Vice Commissioner of  one of  the districts near to the
Mutia escarpment.  He  was  due  to  replace  Douglas  Jessup  as
Commissioner before he was killed by Radijeck and Dr. Thorkel.
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Based on: Conners (Edward Ashley) from Tarzan's Peril.

Conrad,  Larry – A film director  whose African production was
caught up in the murder investigation of  Dr.  Stapledon. Conrad,
his lead actress Linda Winters, and his guide Brad Morton were all
suspects, but it turned out that Morton was the guilty party. Conrad
lost his job at the studio he worked for when his film was destroyed
by  Bomba, who did not want footage of  his young son  Tartu to
reach  the  outside  world.  When  last  heard  of  he  was  doing
uncredited directorial work on a low-budget TV series, Ramar of  the
Jungle.
Based on: Larry Conrad (Emory Parnell) from Safari Drums.

Conway – One of  the people who joined the Brute (Bomba) on
his  mission  to  transport  Coy  Banton  to  Kairobi.  He  was  an
anxious doctor who gained confidence from surviving in the jungle.
Based on: Conway (Charles Tingwell) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Conway, Lori – The wife of  Dr.  Conway, she joined him on the
Brute  (Bomba)'s  mission to bring  Coy Banton  to  Kairobi.  She
was impressed by her husband's change of  character on the journey.
Johnny  Banton  stalked  her  and  tried  to  murder  her,  but  she
escaped him thanks to Bomba.
Based on: Lori Conway (Alexandra Stewart) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Cranston, Lamont – A former vigilante from the 1930s, known as
The Shadow or the Dark Eagle. In the Thai city of  Sun Mai, he
learned to cloud men's  mind so as  to  become invisible.  He also
wears twin rings made from the jeweled eyes of  the Basuto idol of
Minobo.  After  becoming  the  father  of  Nita Cranston  with his
wife Margot, he retired to Sun Mai to become a monk. (Note: If  we
use  this  character,  we  cannot  call  him Lamont  Cranston or  The
Shadow.)
Based on: The Shadow from The Shadow radio series.

Cranston,  Nita – Daughter  of  Lamont Cranston  and his  wife
Margot Lane, and wife of  Johnny Bradford. During World War II
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she was in London, perhaps joining her parents on an international
mission, when she came down with a severe fever. Her nurse in the
hospital was  June Parker.  The two became friends and Nita was
with June when June passed away of  the same fever she helped Nita
get through. Nita wouldn't understand June's last words, “June love
Brute,” until she met Johnny Bradford years later. After dealing with
trouble from the Maura chief  Zulu and the diamond thief  Leroux,
and  helping  Bradford's  daughter  Shalimar  give  birth  to  her
daughter  N'Gala,  she and Bradford fell  in love and married. She
helped him raise his son Skipper and received immortality from the
Fountain of  Youth in the Blue Valley. She joined him on several
adventures over the years before he departed to India to seek Coy
Banton, the man he believed to be  Bomba's killer—he was gone
for more than a year when Bomba, who had survived in the body of
Banton,  returned  home  with  news  that  Bradford  had  retired  to
become a monk in  Sun Mai.  She joined him and also became a
student of  the Sun Mai order.
Based on: Bonnie Crandall (Karin Booth) from Jungle Man-Eaters, various
characters in the Jungle Jim and Bomba series.

Dagar – A small town, possibly near Mantu, that served as the base
for Tanya Rawlins' gang in 1951. Much of  the town was wrecked
when the Brute attacked it with an elephant assault force.
Based on: Dagar from Tarzan and the She-Devil.

De Haven, Roy – See Mitchell Heller.

Dixon, Avery and Doris – A millionaire and his  daughter,  who
tested  Johnny Bradford and  Bomba's  patience by making them
guide them through the jungle in exchange for a donation to a local
school.  They  set  the  course  for  Bomba's  future  encounter  with
Ames. Ralph Dixon was a relative of  theirs.
Based on: Avery Dixon (Paul Keast), Doris Dixon (Frances Karath) from the
Jungle Jim TV series.

Dixon, Ralph – A scientist researcher, relative of  Avery and Doris
Dixon. He entered the Lost Volcano to learn more about the cities
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of  Oma and Opar, the Skeleton Men, and the Mine of  Solomon.
When  he  discovered  that  the  Volcano  was  due  to  erupt,  which
would decimate  the ruins  of  Oma,  Dixon went  mad,  and began
disguising himself  a “fire-demon” to attempt to enslave the people
of  the  Kirundi Valley,  which sat at the base of  the Volcano. He
eventually tried to claim Shalimar as his bride. This enraged Johnny
Bradford, who was sent to seek out Dixon by his old friends Carl
and  Nora Bentley—Bradford hurled Dixon into the lava flow of
the erupting mountain for trying to hurt his daughter.
Based on: Ralph Dixon (Billy Griffith) from Devil Goddess.

Drew, Malcolm – An American scientist best known for his work
with Tamba. He was married to Marion Gateson, a distant cousin
of  the Parker family. He was not averse to participating in shady
dealings to complete his research, as evidenced by his team-up with
Dr. Thorkel to steal the secrets of  the Blue Valley. After studying
Tamba  in  the  U.S.,  he  returned  to  Africa  to  seek  the  Mine  of
Solomon with Pedro Sebastian. During this expedition, Drew was
killed in a lion attack.
Based on: Dodd (Charles Drake) from Tarzan's Magic Fountain, Malcolm
Drew (Charles  Drake)  from  Bonzo Goes to College  (1952), Professor
Gatesby (offscreen) from African Treasure.

Dundee Pass – Also known as the Canyon of  the Ape, due to it
being  the  home  of  the  Man-Ape.  It  was  a  narrow  canyon
connecting Wazuri territory to Jaconi land.
Based on: The Dundee Pass from  Voodoo Tiger, the Canyon of  the Ape
from Killer Ape.

Dunham – One of  Connie Bryce's professors from college. He
taught her all she knew about biochemistry. He studied the okongo
species and the narcotic effects of  the mandro plant. 
Based on: Dunham (Joel Friedkin) from Fury of  the Congo.

Dzamm – See Palandria.

Edwards, Bruce – A corrupt news photographer who sought to
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claim the treasure of  Zimbalu. He traveled to the lost city in 1920
with Johnny Bradford and Hilary Parker, where they learned that
the temple of  Zimbalu had been taken over by a Jaconi devil-cult.
Edwards allied himself  with the devil-cult to steal the treasure, but
the cultists caught onto the fact that he was going to betray them,
and they killed him before he had a chance to abscond with his loot.
He left behind a son, Neil, who had a long career as a criminal.
Based on: Bruce Edwards (George Reeves) from Jungle Jim.

Edwards, Neil – The son of  Bruce Edwards, Neil Edwards was a
long-lived criminal who caused much trouble for the Brute and his
family. He first appeared in 1948 as a henchman of  Leon Markov,
using the alias “Kruger,” which he borrowed from the Nazi of  the
same name;  in  Markov's  service,  Edwards mimicked his  ancestor
Stephen  Hawke  by  murdering  and  impersonating  Sir  Oliver
Greystoke. When this scheme fell through, Edwards fell back to his
main focus, a massive ivory-poaching operation, allying himself  with
Zulu  of  the  Maura to  kill  the  sacred elephants of  the  Wazuri.
Edwards was seemingly killed by one of  the Wazuri Giant Men, but
he returned to join Joe Hawkins and Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud
in trying to steal the Wazuri's Golden Idol. This plan failed but he
escaped the Wazuri, afterwards taking the alias “Nels Comstock” to
join  up  with  Joseph  Regan  Leopold in  a  scheme  to  loot  the
Kirundi Valley of  the artifacts from the lost city of  Oma. During
the Kirundi Valley affair, Edwards was hurled into lava by Johnny
Bradford, which finally killed the persistent crook.
Based on: Kruger (William Tannen) from  Pygmy Island, Edwards (Patric
Knowles) from  Tarzan's Savage Fury, “Doc”  Edwards (William Tannen)
from  Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land,  Sgt.  Reed (William Tannen)
from  The  Golden  Idol,  Nels  Comstock  (William  Tannen)  from  Devil
Goddess.

Elliot – A professor who traveled to the Mutia escarpment, joined
by  two assistants,  Fidel  Medford  and  Vandermeer.  He  had  no
interest  in  the  gold  of  the  escarpment  which  so  beguiled  his
assistants, but their greed led them to murder the professor when he
stood in the way of  their plot to claim the gold.
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Based on: Professor Elliot (Reginald Owen) from Tarzan's Secret Treasure.

Emerald Fingers – A cult which inhabited the city of  Zarbaku on
Johnny Bradford's  original Earth. They kidnapped Dr.  Clarence
Brooks and threatened his daughter  Mary, but the Brookses were
aided by  Kaspa the Lion Man, who defeated the Emerald Fingers
once and for all.
Based on: The Emerald Fingers of  Zar from Tarzan the Fearless.

Evans – An ex-convict who was the partner of  “True Blood”. The
pair stole the Golden Idol of  the Wazuri during the chaos of  the
Wazuri's fight with the  Basuto, but  Johnny Bradford,  Bonu, and
Bomba defeated them and took the Idol back.
Based on: Evans (John Truax) from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Farrod – King of  an unspecified nation, uncle of  Ozira, father of
Suli. Farrod ruled wisely but firmly, leading to conflict when Tanya
Rawlins'  gang  sought  to  subvert  the  animal  export  laws  he
established  on  his  lands.  Farrod  was  assassinated  by  Ozira,  but
thanks to the efforts of  the Brute, Suli was placed on the throne as
the late king had wished.
Based  on:  King  Farrod  (Charles  Trowbridge)  from  Tarzan  and  the
Huntress.

Forbes, Tom – A poacher who worked with Marty Morton. When
his  and Morton's  poaching led  to  suspicion being placed on the
Matusa  people, Morton murdered  Tumbo  to stir  the Matusa up
and make them seem guiltier.  However, both Morton and Forbes
paid for these crimes—Forbes in particular was killed by the Matusa
when his involvement was revealed.
Based on: Tom Forbes (Morris Ankrum) from The Lion Hunters.

Fountain  of  Youth –  A  phenomenon  within  the  Blue  Valley,
guarded by the Matusa. It is in truth a dimensional fissure linking
its surrounding universe with the universe of  Johnny Bradford; the
dimensional energies instill longevity in humans. The Fountain has
granted  immortality  to  many  individuals  throughout  history,
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including  the  Brute,  Connie  Bryce,  Gloria  James,  Douglas
Jessup, the Man-Ape, Nita Cranston, and possibly Bonu.
Based on: The Fountain of  Youth from Tarzan's Magic Fountain.

Fry, Benjamin – A greedy ship captain who worked with Eric and
Rita Parker  to lay claim to  Peter Parker's  fortune,  by returning
June Parker to civilization. Rawlins and Bomba (Carrefour) were
his manservants, and it is likely that Fry was an associate of  Rawlins'
brother Captain Rawlins. Fry tried to claim the Brute as a hunting
trophy when he tried to prevent June from leaving; he later tried to
force  June  to  go  with  him  when  she  wanted  to  turn  back.  Fry
seemingly died when he plunged into the  Lagoon of  the Dead,
dragging Rita down with him, where they were presumably bitten to
death by the  Lagoon's  venomous iguanas.  In reality,  he  and Rita
passed  through  the  Lagoon's  portal,  ending  up  on  Johnny
Bradford's original Earth, where they became criminals under the
aliases Captain Benson and Rita de la Vega.
Based  on:  Captain  Fry  (John  Buckler)  from  Tarzan  Escapes,  Captain
Benson (E. Erskine Loch) from Man Hunters of  the Caribbean (1936).

Futa  – A  Jaconi  witch-doctor  who  unleashed  a  plague  on  the
Nagasi people. Futa claimed to offer the cure to his own plague to
bring the Nagasi under his control. He was a powerful hypnotist, as
seen  when  he  took  over  a  man's  mind  to  make  him  try  to  kill
Patricia Harland. He died when he accidentally consumed poison
stolen from Andy Barnes' lab, which he mistakenly believed to be
medicine.
Based on: Futa (James Edwards) from Tarzan's Fight for Life.

Gaboni – One of  the tribes who inhabits the Mutia escarpment.
The  Gaboni  are  prone  to  violence,  but  unlike  their  cousins  the
Jaconi,  who  have  a  tendency  to  attack  others  unprovoked,  the
Gaboni largely seek to protect their territory. As such, they are a
secretive people, who choose to remain hidden on the mountain.
The Gaboni were the ones who kidnapped  Joanna Dale Parker
from  the Brute  and  June Parker,  under the false belief  that the
Brute and his wife had kidnapped Tumbo.
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Based on: The Gaboni from Tarzan Escapes.

Gamboso – Sadistic king of  the Yorango, enemy of  Linasi of  the
Ashuba.  He blinded Linasi  during  an assault  on her  village,  and
years later tortured Richard Lancing to death, planning on killing
Richard's wife before she committed suicide to escape the fate he
had  planned  for  her.  With  a  Jaconi  wife  he  fathered  a  son,
W'mbulu  M'gobo,  who  would  be  the  father  of  his  grandson,
M'Gono. He was also the father of  Bora. In 1950, Bomba, son of
Linasi, discovered the truth of  his parentage, and attacked Gamboso
and the Yorango.  In a heated battle,  Bomba killed the  man who
blinded his mother and tortured his foster father.
Based on: Gamboso (Martin Wilkins) from Bomba and the Jungle Girl. 

Gateson, Marion – The wife of  researcher  Malcolm Drew. She
occasionally joined him in his lab when he studied Tamba. She was
a distant cousin of  the Parker family that included June Parker.
Based  on:  Marion  Gateson  (Maureen  O'Sullivan)  from  Bonzo Goes  to
College.

Giant Men – A group of  lycanthropic  Wazuri  infected with the
theriomorph curse of  Queen Oma. Unlike most werewolves, and
indeed unlike most of  the theriomorphs who lived near the Mutia
escarpment,  they remained transformed most of  the time. They
were  nearly  mindless  and would attack anyone and anything that
neared them, including their former people. 
Based on: The Giant Men from Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land.

Gilroy, Pat – See Mitchell Heller.

Golden  Idol  – A  religious  object  revered  by  the  Wazuri.  It
represented their connection to the elephants of  their savanna. In
1952,  Ali  Hassan  bin  Mahmoud,  Neil  Edwards,  and  Joe
Hawkins  conspired to steal the Idol, but failed. This inspired the
Basuto  tribe to slanderously claim that the Wazuri had stolen the
gems from their sacred idol of  Minobo, in an effort to justify their
attacking the Wazuri. In the chaos of  the Basuto attack, Evans and
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“True  Blood”  stole  the  Idol,  but  it  was  recovered  by  Johnny
Bradford,  Bonu,  and  Bomba.  The Golden Idol  supposedly  has
some sort of  connection to the Silver Scarab, but that connection
remains a mystery.
Based on: The Golden Idol from The Golden Idol, the Golden Parasol from
the Jungle Jim TV series.

Gomo, Kaje – A  Jaconi  assassin. He was hired by  Joe Hawkins
during Hawkins' attempt to steal the  Golden Idol  of  the  Wazuri.
Later,  Gomo heard  that  Jack Morton  was  selling  poison to  his
people, the Jaconi—enraged by the deaths he found in the Jaconi
village, Gomo tracked Morton down and murdered him, and then
vanished into the jungle, never to be seen again.
Based on: Gomo (Roy Glenn) from  The Golden Idol,  Kaje (Roy Glenn)
from Bomba and the Jungle Girl, Mengo (Roy Glenn) from the Jungle Jim
TV series.

Gordon, David – A young boy who came to Africa with his father
Paul.  Their  maid,  Losana,  grew close to him and watched over
him.  He  was  kidnapped  by  Fred  Barton  in  an  effort  to  force
Bomba  to  lead  him  to  the  lost  city  of  Oma,  inside  the  Lost
Volcano. Bomba rescued David from Barton and shortly thereafter
he and his father returned to the U.S.
Based on: David Gordon (Tommy Ivo) from The Lost Volcano.

Gordon, Paul – An animal trapper, father of  David Gordon. He
and his son came to Africa to obtain some of  its animals for an
American collection. His son was kidnapped by Fred Barton in his
attempt to steal the treasures of  the city of  Oma,  but thanks to
Bomba, David was returned to him. He and his son left Africa not
long after.
Based on: Paul Gordon (Donald Woods) from The Lost Volcano.

Grant – See Mitchell Heller.

Great  Old  Ones  – A  group  of  god-like  beings,  hideous  and
apathetic  to  humanity,  whose  ranks  may  include  Balu  and
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Tambura. They were disdained by the Amazons of  Palmyra. They
were worshipped by the rogue Amazon  Palmyre  and  Lea of  the
Leopard Society.
Based on: The Great Old Ones from the stories of  H.P. Lovecraft and others.

Green,  Bill  – A U.S.  Army Major.  In  1950,  he  was  assigned to
investigate rumors that Nazi  Karl Straeter  survived the War.  He
discovered that another Nazi, Heinrich Schulz, had used Straeter's
name as an alias, and he aided Johnny Bradford in his hunt for the
surviving Nazi. He may have been an associate of  Anne Kingsley.
Based on: Major Bill Green (Robert Bray) from Voodoo Tiger. 

Greystoke, Sir Oliver – A relative of  the aristocrat Lord Greystoke,
as  well  as  Greystoke's  extended  family,  the  Lancings.  He  was
murdered by  Neil  Edwards,  who stole  his  identity  as  part  of  a
scheme to trick the Brute into revealing the location of  the Mine
of  Solomon.
Based on: Sir Oliver Greystoke (offscreen) from Tarzan's Savage Fury.

Hakim – A murderous witch-doctor who killed people for money.
He was the triplet brother of  Emir and Philippe Lazar, and may
have been the illegitimate son of  Al Collins. The  Lagoon of  the
Dead was strewn with the remains of  his victims. Johnny Bradford
was sent by Bonu to defeat Hakim, who had taken over lands which
had once belonged to Bonu's family. After the extent of  his crimes
was uncovered, Hakim was killed by jungle animals summoned by
Bradford. 
Based on: Hakim (John Dehner) from Captive Girl.

Harland, George – A nature photographer, father of  Patricia. His
wife  died  giving  birth  to  his  daughter.  When  his  daughter  was
kidnapped by Bomba, he attempted to track down the Jungle Boy,
but in the end his daughter was returned to him safe and sound.
While on the Mutia escarpment he found Karl Straeter's journal
detailing  the  theft  of  a  large  amount  of  Palandrian gold.  After
returning Patricia home, Harland returned to Africa and posed as
Dr. Brandt, physician to Governor Frank Bentley. This put him in
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position to steal the gold, and he hired a gang to pose as rampaging
gorillas  to  create  a  distraction  while  he  went  after  the  treasure.
However,  this  led  him into  conflict  with  Johnny Bradford,  and
during their clash he fell off  a cliff, leaving his daughter an orphan.
This  would  inspire  Patricia  to  come  back  to  Africa  to  seek  out
Bomba—she would fall in love with him and become his wife.
Based on: George Harland (Onslow Stevens) from Bomba, the Jungle Boy,
Dr. Brandt (Onslow Stevens) from Mark of  the Gorilla.

Harland, Patricia – Daughter of  George Harland, who brought
her  to  Mutia  escarpment on  a  photography  trip.  She  was
kidnapped by Bomba, who wanted to know why her expedition had
come to  the  mountain.  She  and the  Jungle  Boy  found a  certain
attraction to each other. But Patricia had to return to her father, and
to America. She continued her schooling until her father returned to
Africa under suspicious circumstances.  It  turned out that  George
Harland had become a  criminal,  and that  he  died trying to steal
treasure. Patrica was now an orphan, as her mother had died giving
birth to her. She decided to return to Africa and find Bomba. She
succeeded with the aid of  Eli Jonas, and he was sympathetic to her
situation, allowing her to live with him. The two fell  in love and
married, and had a son together, Tartu. Patricia aided her husband
and  his  family  on  a  variety  of  adventures,  and  was  heartbroken
when it  seemed her  husband was  killed by  Coy Banton.  But  in
truth,  Bomba's  soul  lived  on  in  Banton's  body,  and  though  his
change in appearance took some getting used to, Patricia was elated
to learn of  her husband's survival.
Based on: Patricia Harland (Peggy Ann Garner) from Bomba, the Jungle
Boy, Jane Parker (Eve Brent), various characters from the Tarzan, Jungle Jim,
and Bomba series.

Hawke,  Stephen – A 19th Century  criminal  who murdered and
impersonated Sir Percival Glyde, an English nobleman, in order to
steal  his  fortune;  he  was  eventually  brought  to  justice.  Percival
Glyde's  counterpart  on  Johnny Bradford's  original  Earth lived a
very  different life,  as  seen in Wilkie  Collins'  The Woman in  White
(1859).  Hawke  was  an  ancestor  of  the  Edwards  family,  and  his
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descendant Neil Edwards copied his scheme of  impersonation to
take  the  identity  of  Sir  Oliver  Greystoke.  While  unconfirmed,
Hawke may be an ancestor of  Joe Hawkins as well.
Based on: Stephen Hawke (Tod Slaughter) from The Crimes of  Stephen
Hawke (1936), the False Percival Glyde (Tod Slaughter) from Crimes at the
Dark House (1940).

Hawkins, Joe – A career criminal also known as “Tusker.” He was
often seen in the company of  the assassin Kaje Gomo. He worked
for  Dr.  Mitchell  Heller before  joining  with  Ali  Hassan  bin
Mahmoud  and  Neil  Edwards  to steal  the  Golden Idol  of  the
Wazuri. This scheme ultimately failed. Years later, Hawkins offered
to serve  as  an escort  for  the  survivors of  a  plane crash,  but he
secretly plotted to sell them to the chief  of  Opar for a fortune in
ivory.  The Brute (Bomba), who sought to eliminate the threat of
the Oparians as well as Hawkins, set the village ablaze and blamed
Hawkins. The Oparians turned on Hawkins and murdered him.
Based on:  Hardy (Lane Bradford)  from  African Treasure,  Joe  Hawkins
(Lane Bradford) from The Golden Idol, Tusker Hawkins (Robert Beatty)
from Tarzan and the Lost Safari.

Heller,  Mitchell  – A  mad  scientist  who  occasionally  operated
under the alias of  “Grant.” He worked with Eric Parker to locate
the  Mine  of  Solomon,  whose  diamond-producing  compounds
were of  great interest to the chemist. Through Parker, he found the
prospector Pedro Sebastian, whose information finally led him to
the cave. He enslaved the  Skeleton Men  to work the mines, and
created  a  fortune  in  diamonds—these  jewels  did  him  no  good,
however, as the Skeleton Men's attacks on the Matusa attracted the
interest  of  Johnny  Bradford.  Bradford  dispatched  Heller  by
sending him over the side of  a cliff.
Based on: Grant (Lyle Talbot) from Fury of  the Congo, Pat Gilroy/Roy de
Haven  (Lyle  Talbot)  from  African  Treasure,  Dr.  Mitchell  Heller  (Lyle
Talbot) from Jungle Manhunt.

Hidden City – See Palandria.
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Holt, Harry – A comrade of  James and June Parker, who joined
them on their 1930 expedition to seek the elephant graveyard of  the
Mutia  escarpment.  June  was  kidnapped  by  the  Brute,  and
developed an attraction to him. Ultimately,  James perished at the
end of  the trip, while June chose to stay behind with the Brute. Holt
was heartbroken, as he was in love with June. He returned to the
escarpment to again try to claim the ivory (and June), this time in
the  company  of  Martin  Arlington,  but  he  and  Arlington
aggravated  the  Matusa,  who  sent  lions  to  kill  them.  Holt  died
during the lion attack—yet the word that he spread in London of
the  mysterious  ape-man  of  the  mountain  led  many  to  the
escarpment over the years.
Based on: Harry Holt (Neil Hamilton) from  Tarzan the Ape Man  and
Tarzan and His Mate.

Jaconi – A violent tribe who occupy the  Mutia escarpment  and
the  lands  around  it.  The  Jaconi  have  their  origins  among  the
Matusa, specifically a faction led by the once-revered Queen Oma.
In  ancient  times  Oma  and  her  Matusa  army  attempted  to  take
control of  the Blue Valley's Fountain of  Youth, but were repelled
and exiled from the mountain. They settled in one of  the nearby
jungles, which they named Baku after the evil aspect of  the Matusa
sun-god  Balu.  In a parody of  the Matusa city of  Palandria,  the
exiles built a walled city, also called Baku. They worshipped Queen
Oma,  but  also  Tambura the  tiger-god.  Under  Queen  Oma's
leadership, the exiles, now called the Jaconi, conspired to retake the
mountain. Using alchemy and the natural compounds found in the
local  mandro  plants,  the  Jaconi  became masters  of  poisons  and
monsters, breeding giant spiders and giant lizards to wipe out the
Matusa.  They  also  created  the  Silver  Scarab  to  extend  their
lifespans, now that they could no longer bathe in the Fountain of
Youth, and they bred the  okongo so they could use the mandro
plant recreationally. They fought their way up the mountain with the
aid of  the Tcho-Tcho (who parented the  Bush Devils with them)
and seized control of  the Matusa city of  Zimbalu, which remained
in the hands of  a Jaconi devil-cult for centuries. Over the years, the
Jaconi degenerated and lost touch with their  own arcane science.
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They became a hazard not only for travelers entering their territory,
but to other tribes as well, who they would attack without reason.
The Gaboni are related to the Jaconi.
Based on: The Jaconi from the Tarzan films.

James,  Gloria  – An  aviator  and  childhood  friend  of  Connie
Bryce. She flew a legendary circumnavigation of  the Earth in 1928,
but disappeared over Africa. She had crashed and was taken care of
by the  Matusa of  the  Blue Valley, who offered her eternal youth
through  their  special  Fountain.  She  would  invite  Connie  to  the
Valley, and she, too, would become immortal. James kept her youth
for over twenty years, leaving the Valley only at the behest of  the
Brute, who revealed to her that her boyfriend Douglas Jessup had
been in prison for suspected connections to her disappearance. Her
return  to  civilization  was  enough  to  free  Jessup,  and  he  finally
married her. The two went back to go live in the Blue Valley, but
were forced to leave when seismic activity from the Lost Volcano
threatened the Valley's stability. Jessup became a Commissioner—a
job  which  cost  him his  life—but  the  final  fate  of  Gloria  James
remains a mystery. Because Gloria had not been “inoculated” with a
previous  dose  of  the  immortality  radiation,  her  immortality  is
impermanent  and  fades  when  she  leaves  the  proximity  of  the
Fountain of  Youth.
Based on: Gloria James (Evelyn Ankers) from Tarzan's Magic Fountain.

Jai – The son of  the  Maharajah,  brother of  Kamara.  Jai was a
young boy whose father was troubled by a construction project led
by Bryce that threatened the safety of  the family's elephant reserve.
Based on: Jai (Jai) from Tarzan Goes to India.

Jonas, Eli – Husband and work partner of  Commissioner  Andy
Barnes. He was an astute guide with knowledge of  chemistry and
medicine. His courage was great,  as he traveled with his husband
and  Bomba  into  dangerous  territory  on  countless  instances.  In
1957, he was guarding explosives in  Mantu  when he was shot by
Ethan Barton, who was working with his brother Fred to steal the
explosives.  Both  men recovered,  but  they  decided  to  retire  from
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active service to instead seek domestic bliss in Scotland.
Based  on:  Eli/Jonas/Hadji  (Smoki  Whitfield)  from  the  Bomba  series  an
unnamed Mantu radio operator from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure.

Jones – A Commissioner of  one of  the regions near the  Mutia
escarpment—he helped Sergeant Maitland arrest Fred Winters.
It appears that Jones, while a seasoned traveler of  the jungles, he
was suggestible, as he trusted Eric Parker completely in 1953 when
he should have recognized him from police files. He may have been
replaced with Morrison.
Based on:  Deevers  (Rory  Mallinson)  from  Killer  Leopard,  Commissioner
Jones (Rory Mallinson) from the Jungle Jim films. 

Jessup,  Douglas  – Husband  of  Gloria  James  and  one-time
inhabitant of  the Blue Valley. After Gloria's disappearance in 1928,
he was held responsible for her murder, and so the Brute recovered
Gloria from the Blue Valley to free him. He married Gloria and
retired to the Blue Valley, where the  Fountain of  Youth restored
him to his early twenties. However, he and his wife were forced to
evacuate  the  Valley  due  to  seismic  disruptions  from  the  Lost
Volcano. Jessup became a Commissioner under the name “Peters,”
and served for several years before requesting to be replaced with
Conners. But when he investigated signs of  gun smuggling among
the Ashuba and Yorango, he was murdered by Radijeck and Dr.
Thorkel, who were behind the smuggling operation.
Based on: Douglas Jessup (Alan Napier) from Tarzan's Magic Fountain,
Peters (Alan Napier) from Tarzan's Peril.

Kairobi – A city several dozen miles from  Mantu.  This was  the
Brute  and  Coy  Banton's  destination  when  the  Brute  arrested
Banton—the Brute wanted to claim the $5,000 reward on Banton's
head and give  it  to  Linda Winters.  Winters  received the reward
after it was claimed by Ames, Conway, and Conway's wife Lori.
Based on: Kairobi from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Kalaga – See Bomba Carrefour.
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Kamara – Daughter of  the Maharajah, sister of  Jai. In 1960, the
elephants  she  preserved  with  her  father  were  threatened  by  the
machinations of  Bryce. Kamara worked with the Brute (Bomba)
to defeat  Bryce  and save her elephants.  She had a boyfriend,  an
engineer who hesitantly worked on Bryce's damming project, who
she presumably married after thwarting the crook.
Based on: Kamara (Simi Garewal) from Tarzan Goes to India.

Kashi – Son of  Tarim Khan, nephew of  Gishi Khan. He was the
heir to the throne of  Sun Mai. When his father began to die, his
uncle  Gishi  tried  to  take  advantage of  the  situation to seize  the
throne for himself. The Brute (Bomba) volunteered to be Kashi's
champion  as  he  faced  the  three  challenges  that  would  test  his
preparedness to lead. Thanks to the Brute's aid, he accomplished
the  challenges,  and  when Gishi  challenged him to  a  duel  to  the
death, the Brute took his place. Gishi was killed, and Kashi took the
throne of  Sun Mai, ensuring an age of  peace for the city.
Based on: Kashi (Ricky Der) from Tarzan's Three Challenges.

Kaspa  – Also  called  the  Lion  Man.  An  inhabitant  of  Johnny
Bradford's original Earth, his parents died in a plane crash Africa
on a failed journey to the mysterious island of  Caspak. Kaspa, who
took his name from the place his parents kept talking about, was
raised in the wild by an unusual species of  intelligent lions. He went
on many adventures until 1931, when he rescued Clarence Brooks
from  the  Emerald  Fingers  of  Zarbaku.  He  fell  in  love  with
Brooks'  daughter  Mary,  and she decided to remain in the jungle
with him. But she died of  a fever a mere three months into their
marriage. Driven mad with grief,  Kaspa tried and failed to defeat
Tarzan, of  whom he'd become jealous—but the Jungle Lord threw
him  into  a  ravine,  seemingly  killing  him.  Actually,  the  ravine
contained a dimensional rift which connected to the portal at the
bottom of  the Lagoon of  the Dead on the alternate Earth which
Johnny  Bradford  made  his  new home.  Kaspa  was  taken  to  that
alternate world, but he was split in half, becoming two men. These
men  were  later  known  as  Fred  and  Coy  Banton,  and  Kaspa's
madness and violence were alive in them. Distant memories of  their
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life  as  Kaspa  remained  in  their  minds,  but  this  essence  was
destroyed forever when Coy Banton's body was taken over by the
Brute (Bomba). 
Based on: Kaspa the Lion Man from the C.T. Stoneham books, Kaspa the
Lion  Man  (Buster  Crabbe)  from  King  of  the  Jungle  (1933),  Tarzan
(Buster Crabbe) from Tarzan the Fearless.

Ka-Zar – Aka David Rand. His parents died in a plane crash in
Africa, leaving him to be raised by Zar, an intelligent lion likely of
the same species as that which raised Kaspa in Johnny Bradford's
universe.  He  became  Ka-Zar,  brother  of  Zar.  Rumors  of  his
existence blended with those of  the Brute, causing misconceptions
about both. 
Based on: The Ka-Zar stories by Bob Byrd.

Khan, Gishi – Brother of  the leader of  the Thai city of  Sun Mai,
Tarim Khan. Gishi Khan always lived in his brother's shadow and
took advantage of  Tarim's increasing age to plot to seize the throne
of  Sun Mai. He opposed the ascension of  Tarim's son Kashi to the
throne, but was unable to prevent the Brute (Bomba) from aiding
the young prince in completing the three challenges that proved him
worthy for leadership. In a desperate final attempt he invoked an
ancient  custom to  challenge  Kashi  to  a  fight  to  the  death,  and
fought  the  Brute  in  his  place.  The  Brute  killed  Gishi,  however,
ending his ambitions.
Based on: Gishi Khan (Woody Strode) from Tarzan's Three Challenges.

Khan, Tarim – Leader of  the city of  Sun Mai, brother of  Gishi
Khan, father of  Kashi. He hosted  Johnny Bradford and Bomba
in his city, but he was an old man, and it was predicted in 1961 that
he would soon die. He appointed Kashi as his successor and warned
Gishi not to interfere. His wishes were ultimately obeyed when he
finally passed away, but only after Gishi led an insurrection against
Kashi, necessitating Bomba to kill the late leader's brother.
Based on: Tarim Khan (Woody Strode) from Tarzan's Three Challenges.

Kimba – Younger brother of  Lea, and an affiliate of  the Leopard
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Society. He was loathed by Lea's husband Emir Lazar, and hated
Lazar just as strongly. He captured the Brute's family, but received
no praise from Lazar, and for this he tried to kill Lazar when the
Brute  started  collapsing  the  cave  that  served  as  the  Leopard
Society's headquarters. Unfortunately, Lazar ultimately survived the
collapse, while Kimba was buried under the rock.
Based on: Kimba (Tommy Cook) from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman.

Kimbo – See Tamba.

King,  Arnold  – Brother  of  John  King,  considered  the  less
trustworthy of  the two brothers.  Roy Collins  and  Pico Church,
while trying to disrupt John's cobalt mining camp, framed Arnold
for the murders that surrounded the camp. Ultimately Arnold was
exonerated when Johnny Bradford defeated the true saboteurs.
Based on: Arnold King (David Bruce) from Cannibal Attack.

King, John – Brother of  Arnold King. He founded a cobalt mining
camp on the  bank of  the  Magi  River,  but  the  camp was  soon
wracked by a series of  murders. He suspected that his brother was
responsible, but Johnny Bradford exposed the true culprits as Roy
Collins  and  Pico Church.  Church murdered John, but King was
avenged  shortly  thereafter  by  a  bullet  from  Commissioner
Kingston.
Based on: John King (Steve Darrell) from Cannibal Attack.

Kingsley, Captain Anne – A U.S. Army Officer, possibly affiliated
with  Bill Green. She journeyed to  Pygmy Island  in  Bugandi  to
study the ngoma plant for its possible use as war material, and allied
with the Bush Devils there, as well as Johnny Bradford, to defeat
Communist agent Leon Markov's attempts to claim the ngoma.
Based on: Captain Anne R. Kingsley (Ann Savage) from Pygmy Island.

Kingston – A Commissioner of  one of  the regions near the Mutia
escarpment.  He  worked  with  Johnny  Bradford  on  many
occasions, oftentimes giving him assignments, though officially he
didn't have any real jurisdiction over the jungle adventurer.
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Based on: Commissioner Kingston (Lester Matthews) from the Jungle Jim films.

Kioga – Aka Lincoln Rand Jr., nephew of  Buck Rand. His parents
died in a shipwreck and young Lincoln grew up in the wild, raised
by animals. He was involved in the chase for the idol known as the
Green Goddess, a Guatemalan artifact that may have links to the
Golden Idol and Silver Scarab, as well as the Emerald Fingers of
Zarbaku. Rumors about him blended with those about the Brute,
causing people to believe incorrect things about both. 
Based on: Kioga from the Kioga stories by William L. Chester, Kioga (Herman
Brix) from Hawk of  the Wilderness (1938), Tarzan (Herman Brix) from
The New Adventures of  Tarzan (1935).

Kirundi – One of  the tribes to inhabit the Kirundi Valley.  Ralph
Dixon disguised  himself  as  a  fire-demon  to  try  to  control  the
Kirundi  and  extort  brides  from  them.  They  were  freed  when
Johnny Bradford killed Dixon.
Based on: The Kirundi from Devil Goddess.

Kirundi  Valley  – Also  called  the  Blue  Valley,  the  Valley  of  the
Headhunters, and the Valley of  the Cannibals. Located at the base
of  the  Lost Volcano near the  Mutia escarpment, the Valley was
named for the Kirundi people who inhabited the Valley throughout
history. It was also the home of  the Matusa, who had a city located
on the Volcano known as Oma, named for its Queen. The Matusa,
who coined the name “the Blue Valley,” guarded the  Fountain of
Youth, which they considered to be a blessing from their god Balu.
Their legends maintain that it  was Balu who exiled Oma and her
people from Matusa territory and destroyed her city for profaning
the Valley's Fountain. The Lost Volcano that destroyed the city of
Oma would eventually mark the end of  Matusa habitation in the
Valley  when  it  was  disrupted  in  1948,  leading  to  vast  seismic
consequences. The Fountain of  Youth survived after the Matusa left
to  build  villages  on  the  nearby  plains.  Other  tribes,  such  as  the
Yorango, ignored the tremors afflicting the region, and took over
the area, bringing ritualized headhunting and cannibalism with them.
The  Valley  contained  rich  oil  deposits,  which  were  occasionally
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sought by greedy adventurers.
Based on: The Blue Valley from Tarzan's Magic Fountain, the Valley of
the  Headhunters  from  Valley  of  Head  Hunters,  the  Valley  of  the
Cannibals from Cannibal Attack, the Kirundi Valley from Devil Goddess.

Kovaks, Mike – See Joe Collins.

Kruger  – A  Nazi  associate  of  Neil  Edwards,  who  allowed
Edwards to use his name as an alias. He may have been a comrade
of  Captain Bausch,  Karl Straeter, and Heinrich Schulz. In 1957
he joined  Fred Banton in trying to claim the  Mine of  Solomon.
When  Banton  decided  to  take  the  mine's  diamonds  for  himself,
Kruger tried to throw him down the mineshaft, but Banton gained
the upper hand and threw Kruger down instead.
Based on: Kruger (Niall MacGinnis) from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure.

Lagoon of  the Dead –  A bog on the  Mutia escarpment which
earned  its  name  for  its  deep  waters  and  its  unique  species  of
venomous  iguanas.  It  was  also  strewn  with  the  bones  of
unfortunates murdered by the witch-doctor Hakim. It contained a
portal to  Johnny Bradford's Earth, but this portal was destroyed
when its energies touched those of  the Silver Scarab in 1958. 
Based on: The Lagoon of  the Dead from the Jungle Jim TV series, various
bogs from the Tarzan, Jungle Jim, and Bomba films.

Laikopo – A peaceful tribe who were enslaved by Tanya Rawlins
and her gang. Rawlins intended to force the Laikopos to be bearers
on her trip to illegally hunt an obscure tribe of  elephants. They were
freed by the Brute.
Based on: The Laikopo from Tarzan and the She-Devil.

Lancing,  Augustina  and  Richard  – The  adoptive  parents  of
Richard Lancing Jr., aka Bomba. They took him from Linasi when
Linasi's people, the  Ashuba, were attacked by the  Yorango  under
King Gamboso. In 1934 they recovered the Silver Scarab from the
ruins of  Zimbalu, and were transporting it when their plane when
down over the  Mutia escarpment. Richard went to find help but
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was  captured  and  tortured  to  death  by  Gamboso.  From  him,
Gamboso learned the location of  the plane crash, and he sent his
men to capture Augustina. However, she hid baby Richard Jr. and
then killed herself. Tamba saved Richard Jr. and brought him to the
Brute  and  June Parker.  The Silver  Scarab  remained  aboard the
wrecked plane for many years until it was recovered by Bomba.
Based on: Richard Lansing (Morton Lowry), Mrs. Lancing (Laraine Day)
from Tarzan Finds a Son!

Lancing, Austin and Lorraine – Relatives of  Bomba, as well as
the  Greystoke  family.  They  came  to  Africa  to  return  Bomba  to
civilization so they could claim Lord Greystoke's fortune. When Sir
Thomas Lancing opposed their greed, they shot him, but they ran
afoul of  the Zambesi, who captured them and introduced them to
their particular methods of  torture. Neither of  the greedy Lancings
survived the experience.
Based on: Austin Lancing (Ian Hunter), Mrs. Lancing (Frieda Inescourt) from
Tarzan Finds a Son!

Lancing, John – See Tartu.

Lancing Jr., Richard – See Bomba.

Lancing, Sir Thomas – A relative of  Bomba and the Greystoke
family. He joined his younger relatives, Austin and Lorraine, on a
trip to the Mutia escarpment in an attempt to bring Bomba back
to civilization. However, he realized that Austin and Lorraine were
motivated to “save” the boy not by compassion, but by a desire to
claim Lord Greystoke's fortune. That, combined with the love he
saw the Brute and June Parker give the boy, convinced him to let
Bomba  stay  in  the  jungle.  However,  Austin  shot  him  when  he
resisted  the  younger  man's  overtures.  Sir  Thomas  eventually
recovered and returned to England. Several years later, he returned
to Africa to check on his relative, and learned about the Amazon
city of  Palmyra. With Paul Ballister, Lancing sought to “discover”
Palmyra, despite the Brute's resistance. Ballister's meddling caused
Lancing to wind up a prisoner and slave of  the Amazons. However,

101



the Brute put things right again, and Sir Thomas went free. He once
more returned to England, where it seems he has retired.
Based on: Sir Thomas Lancing (Henry Stephenson) from  Tarzan Finds a
Son!,  Sir  Guy  Henderson  (Henry  Stephenson)  from  Tarzan  and  the
Amazons.

Lazar,  Emir  – Husband  of  Lea,  co-leader  of  the  Leopard
Society.  He had two brothers,  Hakim  and  Philippe;  he and his
brothers may have been the children of  Al Collins.  He and Lea
were the parents of  Losana, but their marriage was frustrated by
Lazar's hatred of  his wife's brother Kimba. In the deserts south of
the  Mutia escarpment, Lazar was known by the name of  Sheikh
Amir—he was a friend to  Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud's  criminal
enterprises.  He  worked  with  the  Leopard  Society  to  attack  the
Zambesi, but this attracted the attentions of  the Brute, who began
battling the Leopard Society. Emir was seemingly shot to death by
Kimba when the Brute commenced his destruction of  the Leopard
Society's cavern headquarters, but Lea helped him survive the cave-
in, and nursed him back to health. He and his wife then departed
their  native  universe  by  opening  a  portal  to  Johnny  Bradford's
original Earth. Their ensuing fate is the subject of  another tale.
Based on: Sheikh Amir (John Dehner) from Tarzan's Desert Mystery, Dr.
Emir Lazar (Edgar Barrier) from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman.

Lazar, Philippe – Brother of  Emir Lazar  and  Hakim,  possible
son of  Al Collins. He was part of  Neil Edwards' ivory gang, and
ended up having an affair with Tanya Rawlins. Because of  Rawlins'
responsibility for the vanishing of  the Brute's wife  Connie, Lazar
was one of  the Brute's targets in his assault on Dagar. Though he
was thrown into the line of  an elephant stampede,  Lazar proved
surprisingly agile and was able to escape. Later, Lazar accepted his
hereditary responsibilities and became the chief  of  his people, the
Bugandi. He fathered a son, Morro, but Morro was kidnapped by
Bush Devils in the service of  Queen Oma. Johnny Bradford, his
old foe, set out to rescue Morro, and succeeded. For this, Philippe
drew up a treaty that declared the Leopard Society to be allies with
Bradford and his family, ending conflict between them.
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Based on: Philippe Lavarre (Michael Granger) from  Tarzan and the She-
Devil, Nolimo (Michael Granger) from Jungle Moon Men.

Lea – Leader of  the Leopard Society, wife of  Emir Lazar, sister
of  Kimba,  and  mother  of  Losana.  She  attempted  to  conquer
Zambesi with the might of  the Leopard Society, but her plans were
undone when the Society's cave headquarters was collapsed by the
Brute.  She  and  her  husband  secretly  escaped,  and  once  they'd
healed from their injuries, Lea opened a portal to Johnny Bradford's
original  Earth and they  escaped through it.  Here,  Lea joined the
forces of  criminal millionaire Jack Gaunt, as seen in my book The
New  Adventures  of  the  Flash  Avenger.  Based  on  her  daughter's
resemblance to Zia, it is possible that Zia and Lea are sisters.
Based on: Lea (Acquanetta) from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman.

Leta – See Losana.

Leopard Society – An ancient society of  Bugandi  were-leopards
who  bear  the  theriomorph  curse  of  Queen  Oma.  They  were
known  to  be  territorial  and  murderous,  thanks  to  the  harsh
leadership of  Lea  and  Emir Lazar.  Their agents occupied many
parts of  Africa. They seized control of  the Mine of  Solomon after
the defeat of  the Skeleton Men, guaranteeing their wealth for the
foreseeable future. Though the Society was consistently an enemy
of  Johnny Bradford, they made peace with him and his family in
1953  under  the  leadership  of  Philippe  Lazar,  when  Bradford
rescued Lazar's son Morro from the city of  Baku.
Based on: The Leopard Society from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman. 

Leopold,  Joseph  Regan  – A  crook  who  worked  with  such
criminals as Mark Collins and Neil Edwards. He joined Collins in
his effort to plunder the diamonds of  Baku, but when they fled the
city with the diamonds they were chased by man-eating lions. Eager
to preserve himself, Leopold shot his boss in the leg so the lions
would take him instead. He then teamed up with Neil Edwards to
try to claim the jewels  of  the lost  city  of  Oma,  inside the  Lost
Volcano, but this enterprise ended with Edwards thrown into the
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Volcano's lava and Leopold impaled on a Kirundi spear.
Based on: Regan (Ed Hinton) from Jungle Moon Men, Joseph Leopold (Ed
Hinton) from Devil Goddess.

Leroux  – A  diamond  trader  who  searched  for  the  Mine  of
Solomon,  under  the  claim  he  wanted  to  prevent  its  diamond-
making compounds from crashing the diamond market.  In truth,
Leroux planned to use  the  Mine to make a  killing  on diamonds
himself. To this end he conspired with Zulu, chief  of  the  Maura,
but his plan failed when he was discovered by  Johnny Bradford,
who wrestled him over a cliff.
Based on: Leroux (Gregory Gaye) from Jungle Man-Eaters.

Linasi – Queen of  the Ashuba, lover of  the Brute and mother of
Bomba. She took the Brute as a consort and the two spent several
happy years together. In 1929, however, the same year as the birth
of  her son,  her people were attacked by the  Yorango  people of
King  Gamboso.  A woman named  Augustina Lancing  took her
baby for safekeeping, but the Yorango blinded Linasi and sent her
into exile. The Brute believed her dead. Many years later, she was
reconnected with her son Bomba, but their reunion was short-lived;
the blinded former queen was assassinated by Gamboso's daughter
Bora.
Based on: Linasi (Amanda Randolph) from Bomba and the Jungle Girl.

Li Wanna – See Zandra.

Losana – A were-panther, daughter of  Emir Lazar and Lea. She
was originally a killer, like many in the  Leopard Society,  but she
slowly  became  someone  better—only  to  revert  again.  She  killed
many  of  Robert  and  Judy  Maitland's  work  team  on  Panther
Island, earning her the enmity of  Bomba. However, she also found
herself  attracted to Bomba, and attempted to seduce him, unaware
that  he  was  committed  to  Patricia  Harland.  All  the  same,  her
attempted rescue of  David Gordon changed her image in Bomba's
eyes.  After several  years of  being a force for good in the jungle,
Losana  began  to  be  consumed  by  her  theriomorph  curse.  She
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became  more  and  more  feral,  attacking  innocents  and  former
friends,  and in  1951,  after  she tried to kill  his  wife,  Bomba was
forced to kill Losana for good.
Based on: Losana (Lita Baron) from  Bomba on Panther Island,  Nona
(Elena Verdugo) from  The Lost Volcano,  Leta (Sherry Moreland) from
Fury of  the Congo,  Lola (Donna Martell) from  Elephant Stampede,
various characters and panthers from the Jungle Jim and Bomba series.

Lost Volcano – A once-dormant volcano located southeast of  the
Mutia escarpment. It was the site of  the city of  Oma, but after its
ruler,  also  called  Oma,  profaned  the  Fountain  of  Youth,  the
Volcano erupted, burying the city. Centuries later, Fred Barton tried
to claim the treasures of  Oma, but only managed to reactive the
Volcano. This caused seismic eruptions which forced the Matusa to
evacuate the  Blue Valley.  Ralph Dixon tried to use the Volcano's
activity to pose as a fire-demon and enslave the Kirundi, but he was
defeated by Johnny Bradford. 
Based  on:  The  Lost  Volcano  from  The Lost Volcano,  the  volcano  from
Devil Goddess.

Lupin  – A  minion  of  Fred Barton's  who  received  word  from
Rene and Schroeder of  the location of  Zimbalu. He and  Sikes
attempted to plunder the lost city, but all of  its treasure had been
removed years ago by Johnny Bradford. The Brute (Bomba) threw
him and Sikes off  the mountain, an act which proved fatal. Lupin
was the grandson of  a French thief  of  some renown, and believed
himself  (incorrectly) to be the heir to that thief's legacy.
Based  on:  Lapin  (William  Keene)  from  Tarzan and the  Trappers,  the
Arsène Lupin stories by Maurice Leblanc.

Lyra – See Tanya Rawlins.

Magi  River  – A  tributary  of  the  Nyaga Ratu,  famous  for  its
crocodile population. The Shenzi live on the banks of  the Magi; the
embankments are rich in cobalt.  The Magi served as the dueling
ground for the Brute (Bomba) and Coy Banton, where the Silver
Scarab caused the Brute to take over Banton's body.
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Based on: The Magi River from Cannibal Attack.

Mahara – Chief  of  the  Wazuri  and blood-brother of  Shalimar.
Mahara was a kind and just leader,  but he was murdered by  Dr.
Andrews as part of  Andrews' scheme to enslave the Wazuri with a
will-sapping  ore.  He  was  replaced  as  chief  by  Ramada's  father
Boganda.
Based on: Mahara (Paul Marion) from Killer Ape.

Maharajah – The ruler of  a state in India who, with the aid of  his
children  Kamara  and  Jai,  maintained  an  elephant  preserve.  His
elephants fell under threat from Bryce's damming project, and he
recruited  the Brute  (Bomba) to help him. In the end, Bryce was
defeated,  and  the  Maharajah's  animal  charges  were  saved.  The
Maharajah  was  friends  with  Tarim  Khan  of  Sun  Mai,  and
suggested the Brute and his father go to Sun Mai to meditate on
their unique personal experiences under Tarim.
Based on: The Maharajah (Murad) from Tarzan Goes to India.

Maitland,  Judy  – Younger  sister  of  Robert  Maitland  and
Sergeant  Maitland.  She  came  to  Panther  Island  to  help  her
brother build a mechanized plantation, but they ran into issues from
the local Bugandi, as well as from a were-panther who was secretly
Judy's servant girl Losana. Judy found herself  attracted to Bomba
and  may  have  slept  with  him  when  he  was  on  Panther  Island.
Eventually,  she  and  her  brother  abandoned  their  efforts  on  the
island, and returned to the U.S. Judy and Bomba never saw each
other again.
Based on: Judy Maitland (Allene Roberts) from Bomba on Panther Island.

Maitland,  Maureen  – Daughter  of  Al  Collins,  sister  of  Joe,
Mark, and  Roy Collins. She is married to  Sergeant Maitland, a
member of  the local police of  one of  the regions near the  Mutia
escarpment—she keeps this marriage secret from her brothers and
the other gangsters of  the Three Dragomen so that she can pose
as a loyal member of  the gang and spy on them for her husband.
When  Bomba  ended up in the  body of  Coy Banton,  Maureen

106



helped him pretend to be Coy to build up a network of  criminal
contacts, who supplied him with vital information during his exile to
India.
Based on: Original character.

Maitland,  Robert  – Brother  of  Judy and  Sergeant  Maitland.
With  his  sister  he  tried  to  establish  a  mechanized  plantation  on
Panther Island.  However, he was forced to abandon the project
due to interference from the  Bugandi, including  Losana, a were-
panther who posed as his sister's maid. He returned to America with
disappointment in his heart, unaware that the mild cold he'd carried
had  spread  to  the  Bugandi.  By  the  next  year,  this  cold  would
become a plague among them, leading to the Bugandi kidnapping
Nagasi  women as  sacrifices  and  as  brides  to  replace  the  dying
female population. 
Based  on:  Robert  Maitland  (Harry  Lewis)  from  Bomba  on  Panther
Island.

Maitland, Sergeant – An officer for the local police of  one of  the
regions  near  the  Mutia  escarpment,  husband  of  Maureen
Collins, brother of  Robert and Judy Maitland. Sergeant Maitland
arrested  Brad Morton  when he was exposed as the killer of  Dr.
Stapledon, meeting Bomba for the first time in the process. Later,
Maitland aided Commissioner Jones in arresting Fred Winters. The
Sergeant's wife, who was a spy in the  Three Dragomen gang for
her husband, aided Bomba in setting up a network of  contacts when
he  fled  to  India  after  ending  up  in  the  body  of  Coy  Banton.
Maitland is  one of  the  few people  who knows that  “Banton” is
actually Bomba.
Based  on:  Sergeant  Collins  (Russ  Conway)  from  Safari  Drums,  Sergeant
Maitland (Russ Conway) from Killer Leopard.

Markov,  Leon – A Soviet  spy descended from  Nikolas Rokov.
Through  Roy  Collins,  his  spy  network  had  connections  to  the
Three Dragomen. He worked with Neil Edwards to try to obtain
the  ngoma plant for the Soviets, to use its fibers as war material,
but he was defeated by  Johnny Bradford. Later, he tried to claim
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the diamonds of  the Mine of  Solomon with Edwards' help, and to
that  end he had  Edwards  impersonate  Sir  Oliver  Greystoke,  in
order to befriend the Brute and learn the location of  the Mine's
current  masters,  the  Wazuri.  However,  Johnny  Bradford  saw
through “Rokov”'s disguise, and killed him with his knife to prevent
him from causing any more trouble.
Based on: Leon Marko (Steven Geray) from Pygmy Island, Rokov (Charles
Korvin) from Tarzan's Savage Fury.

Man-Ape – An ancient hominid, perhaps an Australopithecus, who
became immortal in the Blue Valley's Fountain of  Youth. He lived
in the Canyon of  the Ape and threatened both the Wazuri and the
Jaconi. However, Johnny Bradford had something of  a bond with
the Man-Ape, as he had been an ape-man in the guise of  the Brute.
The Man-Ape sacked Dr. Andrews' camp and started the fire which
killed the villainous scientist. Years later, Bradford encountered the
Man-Ape again and was forced to kill him, which made him lose his
enthusiasm for adventuring.
Based on: The Man-Ape (Max Palmer) from  Killer Ape, the gorilla from
Devil Goddess.

Mandro – A plant that grows within the medicine jungle of  Baku.
It  contains  poisonous  alkaloids  which  can  be  refined  into  a
treatment for polio and fever. The okongo of  the nearby grasslands
eat the mandro and turn it into a strong narcotic; both the Okongo
and  Jaconi  peoples use this drug recreationally. The Jaconi in fact
engineered the okongo to process the mandro drug in this manner.
The Jaconi stored their supplies of  pulped mandro in pits located
within the medicine jungle and, when they conquered it, the temple
of  Zimbalu.
Based on: The mandro plant from Fury of  the Congo.

Mantu – A small town north of  the Mutia escarpment, closer to
Kairobi than to  Randini.  Fred Banton's raid on the town nearly
cost the lives of  Andy Barnes  and  Eli Jonas.  Later, the Banton
family robbed a pay office in Mantu, leading its residents refusing to
aid the Brute (Bomba) in his quest to bring Coy Banton to justice.
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Based  on:  Mantu  from  Tarzan's  Greatest  Adventure  and  Tarzan the
Magnificent.

Masters, Jerry – See Bob Warren.

Marley, Carl – See Karl Straeter.

Matusa – The original people of  the  Mutia escarpment and the
Blue  Valley.  They  built  the  cities  of  Zimbalu,  Palandria,  and
Oma, and their elders guarded the Fountain of  Youth, which was
seen  as  a  blessing  from  the  sun  god  Balu.  According  to  their
legends,  Balu  destroyed Oma when its  leader,  also named  Oma,
tried to usurp the Fountain of  Youth. They revere lions as sacred
and will show no mercy to those who harm them. In the present day
they are led by Bonu, and through him they are great allies of  the
Brute  and his  family.  They were forced to leave the  Blue Valley
when seismic activity from the Lost Volcano disrupted their homes.
However,  they  remained  a  thriving  community  even  when  their
people were split  up over a broad geographical area. The Matusa
remain a vital economic and cultural component of  their region to
this day.
Based  on:  The  Matusa  from  Jungle  Manhunt,  various  tribes  from  the
Tarzan, Jungle Jim, and Bomba films.

Maura – A tribe led by the violent Chief  Zulu. They worked with
their chief  to try to prey on the  Wazuri, slaughtering the Wazuri's
sacred  elephants  and  attempting  to  disrupt  the  coronation  of
Boganda.  The  bulk  of  the  Maura  military  was  wiped  out  by  a
rockslide caused by a vengeful  Ramada,  whose daughter  N'Gala
was kidnapped by Zulu. The fate of  the tribe following the death of
Zulu is unknown.
Based on: The Maura from Jungle Man-Eaters.

Medford,  Fidel  – A  criminal  who  worked  as  an  assistant  to
Professor Elliot, alongside Vandermeer. When he and Vandermeer
learned  of  the  gold  of  the  Mutia  escarpment,  they  killed  the
professor and attempted to claim the treasure, only to end up in the
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hands of  the Jaconi. Medford was tortured by the Jaconi, but unlike
Vandermeer, he survived and escaped. Shortly thereafter, however,
the Brute  caught him and turned him over to the authorities  in
Randini. He spent time in prison, where he met and married Tanya
Rawlins. He joined Rawlins' gang in Dagar, where they planned to
hunt an obscure herd of  elephants, but he was distraught to learn
his wife was having an affair with Philippe Lazar. When the Brute
stormed Dagar, he told Medford that his actions had cost him his
wife.  He  wanted  Medford  to  pay  for  his  wife  with  his  own—in
return,  the  Brute would give  Medford a quick death,  rather than
slow torture at the hands of  the  Laikopos. Left mad with despair
over the infidelities of  his wife, Medford shot Tanya, and allowed
the Brute to hurl him into the elephant stampede that shook the
city.
Based on: Medford (Tom Conway) from  Tarzan's Secret Treasure,  Fidel
(Tom Conway) from Tarzan and the She-Devil.

Medicine Jungle – See Baku.

Melmendi  – Queen  of  the  Ashuba,  successor  to  Linasi.  She
rejected the marriage proposal of  the Yorango king Bulam, leading
Bulam to team up with  Radijeck to attack the Ashuba. Melmendi
and her people were saved by the intervention of  the Brute.
Based on: Queen Melmendi (Dorothy Dandridge) from Tarzan's Peril.

M'gobo,  W'mbulu  – A  Jaconi-Yorango witch-doctor,  son  of
Gamboso,  father  of  M'Gono.  W'mbulu  was  a  devotee  of
Tambura who repeatedly tried to sacrifice innocent people to her.
His name is derived from the Matusa phrase “Wom-Balu,” meaning
“hated by  Balu.”  He was recruited by  Abel Peterson  as a guide
through the Dundee Pass to Jaconi territory, in search of  the Nazi
Heinrich Schulz. After Peterson's death, W'mbulu escaped arrest
and found refuge among the Laikopos. But he was taken as a slave
when  the  Laikopos  were  captured  by  Tanya  Rawlins'  gang.
Working with his captors, W'mbulu attacked the Brute's home, but
he  was  overcome  by  Connie  Bryce.  In  an  effort  to  escape,
W'mbulu  opened  a  dimensional  portal  and  fled  to  Johnny
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Bradford's  original  Earth.  These energies  also brought Connie  to
that  world,  separating  her  from  her  husband  forever.  Bradford
would  eventually  kill  M'gobo's  son  M'Gono,  remembering  that
M'Gono's father had effectively murdered his wife.
Based on: Wombulu (Charles Horvath) from Voodoo Tiger.

M'Gono – Son of  W'mbulu M'gobo, grandson of  Gamboso. He
led a Yorango headhunter cult, for which he was imprisoned. The
crooked  lawyer  Arco,  working  with  Pico  Church,  tried  to  free
M'Gono so that he could start a tribal war, aiming to use the chaos
to claim the oil of  the Kirundi Valley. Arco set M'Gono free, but
their plot was undone by Johnny Bradford, who killed the two men
in a fight.
Based on: M'Gono (Vince Townsend Jr.) from Valley of  Head Hunters.

Miller, Bob – A football player for the Los Angeles Rams. After
being lost in the jungle, he was believed to be the master of  the
Skeleton Men,  but the true culprit  was exposed as Dr.  Mitchell
Heller.
Based on: Bob Miller (Bob Waterfield) from Jungle Manhunt.

Mine of  Solomon – An ancient  mine full  of  strange chemicals
which could be used to fast-grow diamonds. As its name implies, it
was  one  of  the  mines  which  brought  King  Solomon  his  great
wealth; the village of  Opar  tributed diamonds from the Mine to
Solomon every three years. To guard the mine, Solomon created the
Order of  the Skull, who were eventually corrupted by the Jaconi to
become the  Skeleton Men. The Mine of  Solomon was sought by
many criminals, even after its entrance collapsed. Villains who tried
to claim the Mine include  Mitchell  Heller,  Brad Morton,  Fred
Winters,  Leroux,  Zulu, the  Leopard Society, and  Fred Banton.
After Banton's 1957 attempt to seize the Mine,  Johnny Bradford
and  his  family  wrecked  the  passages  further,  burying  the  Mine
forever.
Based on: The mine of  the Skeleton Men from  Jungle Manhunt,  various
mines and caves from the Tarzan, Jungle Jim, and Bomba series.
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Minobo – See Tambura.

Moga – Chief  of  an unidentified tribe. His people were threatened
in  1950  by  Mark  Collins  and  Albert  Morton,  but  they  were
rescued by Bomba and Patricia Harding.
Based on: Moga (Charles Swain) from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Mongo – See Sengo.

Montford, Manchester – A hunter and explorer who worked for
Colonel Ralph Sargent's Circus, in the company of  Buck Rand
and Jimmy Shields. He was complicit in the kidnapping of  Bomba
from the  Mutia escarpment, but he did not appear at the Circus
when Bomba's parents June Parker and the Brute arrived in New
York  to  rescue  their  son.  His  actions  after  the  events  on  the
escarpment remain a mystery.
Based  on:  Manchester  Montford  (Chill  Wills)  from  Tarzan's  New York
Adventure.

Moon Men – See Bush Devils.

Morrison – See Martin Arlington.

Morro – Son of  Philippe Lazar,  born after Lazar embraced his
responsibilities as Chief  of  the  Bugandi.  Morro was captured by
Bush Devils under the command of  Queen Oma and brought to
her  city  of  Baku.  However,  he  was  freed by  Johnny Bradford,
which  led  to  his  father  Philippe  signing  an  agreement  of  peace
between Bradford and the Bugandi Leopard Society.
Based on: Morro (Ben Chapman) from Jungle Moon Men.

Morton,  Albert  – The  son  of  Jack  Morton  of  the  Three
Dragomen, he was named after his uncle Al Collins. He frequently
worked with his cousin Mark Collins, as when they aided Captain
Rawlins'  takeover  of  Palandria,  and  when  they  attempted  to
exploit the tribe of  Chief  Moga.  During the Moga affair,  Albert
was arrested by  Bomba and Patricia Harland, and served a long
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jail term. Somehow, at some point, Albert had learned that  Linasi
was Bomba's mother, and he hinted such to the young adventurer
when he arrested him.
Based on: Sam Welker (Wally West) from The Lost Tribe, Albert Morton
(Pat O'Hara) from the Jungle Jim TV series.
 
Morton, Brad – Son of  Jack Morton of  the  Three Dragomen.
His brothers were  Albert  and  Marty Morton.  Brad worked as a
guide for the motion picture crew of  Larry Conrad, but actually he
was in Africa to murder Dr. Stapledon and learn the location of  the
Mine  of  Solomon.  Bomba  threw  him  to  the  lions  when  he
discovered he'd murdered Stapledon. Brad was the second Morton
brother to die from a lion attack, after his brother Marty.
Based on: Brad Morton (Douglas Kennedy) from Safari Drums.

Morton, Jack – Co-founder of  the  Three Dragomen, father of
Albert,  Brad, and Marty Morton. Like the other founders of  the
Three Dragomen, Al Collins and Abel Banton, he gained status as
a criminal by working as a guide in the Middle East. He also married
the sister of  one of  his partners, so that his children were cousins
of  Collins'  and Banton's.  He tricked  Skipper  into aiding  him in
selling poison to the Jaconi, as part of  a scheme to extort the tribe,
but the Jaconi assassin Kaje Gomo found out what Morton was up
to and killed him. 
Based on: Martindale (Dick Elliott) from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Morton, Marty – Son of  Jack Morton of  the Three Dragomen.
Marty's cousin  Martin Banton was named after him, but the two
were  never  as  close  as  their  fathers  intended.  Marty  was  a  lion-
poacher with Tom Forbes. They intended to blame the Matusa for
their  lion-killings,  and  Morton  killed  Tumbo to  aggravate  the
Matusa and make them seem more guilty. But this plan backfired,
and Forbes was struck down by the Matusa. While attempting to
flee, Marty Morton was caught by a lion, who made short work of
him.
Based on: Marty Martin (Douglas Kennedy) from The Lion Hunters.
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Mutia Escarpment – Also known as the Great  Rift.  It  was the
home  of  the  Brute  and  his  family,  protected  by  Bomba  and
Shalimar after  the Brute retired.  It  is  also home to a variety of
extraordinary  communities  both  ruined  and  active,  including
Palandria,  Palmyra,  and  Zimbalu.  Rich  in  gold,  it  is  the
destination of  many treasure-seekers, who face tribulation from the
Jaconi and other dangerous groups, as well as its wildlife, some of
which  are  relics  of  Jaconi  bio-engineering.  It  was  mentioned  by
Andy Barnes that the mountain has traces of  volcanic pumice and
ash,  indicating  it  may have been an active  volcano at  one  point.
However, this volcanic debris may also come from the neighboring
“Lost Volcano,” which buried the ancient city of  Oma.
Based on: The Mutia escarpment from the Tarzan films, the Great Rift from
the Bomba films.

Nagasi – A small farming tribe. Their women were kidnapped by
the Bugandi to counter the effects of  a plague sweeping the region,
but  these  women  were  later  freed  by  the  Brute.  Later,  Futa
attempted to spread plague to the Nagasi so he could control them
by offering them the cure, but his treachery was uncovered and he
perished by accidentally drinking his own poison.
Based on: The Nagasi from Tarzan and the Slave Girl,  the Nagasu from
Tarzan's Fight for Life.

N'Gala – The daughter of  Shalimar  and  Ramada. Through her
grandfather  Boganda  she  is  a  princess  of  the  Wazuri.  As  a
newborn she was kidnapped by  Zulu  of  the  Maura, but she was
rescued by her father. Her birth was ill-received by a certain sect of
the Wazuri,  who attempted to depose Boganda in protest of  the
“witch-girl,” but this rebellion was stopped before it could go too
far. She was guarded at home by her father while her mother went
out on her patrols to guard the Mutia escarpment.
Based  on:  The  newborn  from  Jungle  Man-Eaters;  N'Gala  (Louise
Franklin) was the baby's mother but I transferred the name to the baby and
conflated the mother with Shalimar. In the film this woman dies but in reality
Shalimar survived the birth thanks to Nita Cranston.
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Ngoma – A fibrous plant grown on  Pygmy Island  in  Bugandi
territory.  Captain Anne Kingston sought out the ngoma to study
its  possible  uses  as  war  material,  but  Leon  Markov,  her  Soviet
counterpart, had the same idea. Only by joining with the growers of
the ngoma, the Bush Devils, was Kingston able to secure growing
rights  of  the plant for the U.S.  The ancient  Matusa  would fight
their  enemies  from  gliders  made  of  ngoma  fabric.  The  word
“ngoma” is linked to the Matusa word for “blessed” (see the entry
on  Queen  Oma  for  more  information),  specifically  meaning
“blessed weave.”
Based on: The ngoma plant from Pygmy Island.

Nona – See Losana.

Nyaga  Ratu  River  – A  river  running  north  of  the  Mutia
escarpment  into the eastern sea.  Randini  can be found along its
shores, and the mouth of  the river contains several islands, including
Panther Island and Aquatania. Its tributaries include the Magi.
Based on: The Nyaga Ratu River from  Tarzan and the Mermaids  and
Tarzan and the Magic Fountain.

Nyobi – Daughter of  Oman of  Palandria, stepsister of  Zandra.
Nyobi heard of  George Harland's quest to recover the gold stolen
from her people's city by  Karl Straeter. She tried to stop him but
ran afoul of  his gang, who attacked passerby dressed as gorillas. She
was aided in stopping Harland by Johnny Bradford. Later, she was
murdered along with her  father  by  Ali  Hassan bin Mahmoud,
who knew she would stand in  the  way  of  his  taking control  of
Palandria.
Based on: Nyobi (Suzanne Dalbert) from Mark of  the Gorilla.

Okongo – A tribe  living  in  the  Baku  jungle,  who derived  their
name from their word for the okongo species. The okongo species
is a hybrid of  antelope and zebra, engineered by the ancient Jaconi,
whose unique glands can process the juices of  their primary food
source,  the  mandro  plant,  into  a  powerful  narcotic.  Both  the
Okongo people and the Jaconi used the okongo's gland-substance
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recreationally. Eric Parker, encouraged by Mitch Heller, sought to
sell the mandro juice illegally, and to this end he kidnapped the men
of  the  Okongo as  slaves.  The interference of  Johnny Bradford
ended  the  exploitation  of  the  Okongo,  who  went  back  to  their
peaceful ways.
Based on: The Okongo from Fury of  the Congo.

Okongo  (species)  – A  species  of  antelope-zebra  hybrids
engineered by the  Jaconi,  namesake of  the  Okongo  tribe of  the
Baku  jungle.  The  okongo  feed  on  the  mandro  plant,  and
specialized glands in their bodies convert the juices of  the mandro
into  a  narcotic  drug.  For  this,  they  are  cultivated  by  both  the
Okongo  and  the  Jaconi.  They  have  also  been  the  targets  of
overhunting, as in the case of  Eric Parker, who sought to dominate
the illegal trade of  the mandro drug.
Based on: The okongo from Fury of  the Congo.

Order of  the Skull – See Skeleton Men.

Oma (city) – An ancient city of  the Matusa located on the side of
the mountain that would one day be called the  Lost Volcano.  It
shared its name with that of  its queen. The city was renowned for
its riches, so greatly so that even its weapons were encrusted with
jewels.  However, when  Queen Oma and her followers pridefully
decided to seize the Fountain of  Youth in the Blue Valley, the god
Balu  cast them from the Valley, turned the queen into a vampire,
and caused the  Lost  Volcano to erupt,  destroying  the  city.  Fred
Barton  and later  Ralph Dixon  tried  to  scavenge  the  ruins,  but
further activity within the Volcano caused greater degradation to the
city's remains. In its glory day, the city of  Oma held the riches of
King  Solomon,  brought  up  from  Opar,  but  now  very  little  still
exists.
Based on: The lost city from The Lost Volcano.

Oma, Queen – Ruler and namesake of  the city of  Oma. Her name
was the original  Matusa word for “blessed,” the etymological root
of  the  name  Oman.  In  the  ancient  days  of  the  Matusa,  Queen
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Oma's pride grew to a point where she sought to seize control of
the Fountain of  Youth in the Blue Valley. But she and her army
were repelled, and the god Balu transformed her into a vampire and
destroyed  the  city  that  shared  her  name.  Oma  became  severely
intolerant  to  sunlight  and  took  to  living  exclusively  in  the  dark
palace of  Baku. She oversaw many of  the biological experiments of
the ancient Jaconi, as her followers became known, and she became
queen  of  the  Bush  Devil  Moon  Men  who  emerged  from  her
people's marriages to the Tcho-Tcho. Her bites would not transform
others  into  vampires,  but  instead  into  theriomorphs;  Oma  was
responsible  for  the  were-cats  of  the  Leopard  Society,  the
lycanthropic Giant Men of  the Wazuri, and the were-crocodiles of
the Shenzi, among others. In 1953, Johnny Bradford came to her
city, and tried to destroy her. He eventually succeeded with the aid
of  Eric Parker, taking her out into the sunlight she so hated. The
sun's rays turned Oma to ash in an instant, ending her millennia-
long reign of  terror.
Based on: Oma (Helene Stanton) from Jungle Moon Men.

Oman  – Leader  of  the  city  of  Palandria,  father  of  Nyobi,
godfather of  Zandra. Oman was a benevolent leader to his people,
the Matusa, and when Palandria was invaded on multiple occasions
he proved to be an inspiring leader too. Unfortunately, when  Ali
Hassan bin Mahmoud  decided to take over Palandria,  he knew
that Oman and his daughter Nyobi would oppose his plans at every
turn,  so  he  had  them killed.  Oman's  name  is  derived  from  the
ancient Matusa word meaning “blessed,” which has connections to
the reign of  Queen Oma.
Based on: Oman (Pedro de Cordoba) from Tarzan Triumphs, Zoron (Nelson
Leigh) from The Lost Tribe.

Opar – A village ruled by the Jaconi, once an outpost for miners in
the service of  King Solomon, who worked his  Mine.  Opar,  also
called Ophir, gave Solomon a cargo of  diamonds every three years.
The ancient king's order of  warriors, who he created to protect the
mine,  were  corrupted  by  the  Jaconi  into  the  Skeleton  Men.  By
1955, the outpost was nothing more than a broken-down village. It
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was  destroyed  completely  by  the  Brute  (Bomba),  who  burnt  it
down  to  pit  the  Oparians  against  Joe  Hawkins.  In  Johnny
Bradford's  original  universe,  Opar  was  a  much  more  expansive
kingdom,  the  remains  of  a  colony  of  an  enormous  Atlantean
empire.
Based on: Opar from Tarzan and the Lost Safari, Opar from Edgar Rice
Burroughs' Tarzan books.

Ozira – Nephew of  King Farrod, cousin of  Suli. He attempted to
seize Farrod's throne by murdering him and threatening Suli, with
the  aid  of  Tanya Rawlins  and her  gang.  However,  Ozira's  plan
failed  when  the  Brute  sent  elephants  to  trample  him  and  his
cohorts—he did not survive the stampede.
Based on: Ozira (Ted Hecht) from Tarzan and the Huntress.

Palandria  – A  city  of  the  Matusa,  ruled  by  Oman and  later
Zandra. It was a peaceful city, a virtual utopia in the jungle where its
people were healthy and safe. However, its wealth attracted many
invaders  over  the  years,  including  the  Nazis  and  the  gangs  of
Captain Rawlins and Ali Hassan bin Mahmoud. The Brute and
his  family  did  their  best  to  help  keep Palandria  a  secret—it  was
notoriously hard to access, being known sometimes as “the Hidden
City.” The  Jaconi  city of  Baku  was built to serve as a grotesque
counterpart  to  Palandria.  As  Palanth  is  Matusa  for  “priest,”
Palandria means “city of  priests.”
Based  on:  Palandria  from  Tarzan  Triumphs,  Dzamm  from  The  Lost
Tribe, the Hidden City from The Hidden City.

Palanth  – Aka  Hugo  Robbin,  a  man  from  Johnny  Bradford's
original Earth. He and Varga, disguised as a priest and avatar of  the
god Balu respectively, attempted to seize control of  Aquatania and
its treasures. When Palanth tried to marry one of  the women of
Aquatania to “Balu” she escaped, and returned in the company of
the Brute and his family. The Brute deposed Palanth, who fled the
island, possibly returning to his original Earth. He left behind an
elusive  set  of  documents  in  Aquatania  about  the  secrets  of
Multiversal  travel,  which  the  U.S.  and  Soviet  governments  both
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attempted to get their hands on. These papers ended up in Johnny
Bradford's possession instead. The name “Palanth” means priest; it
is etymologically related to the word  Palandria,  meaning “city of
priests.”
Based on: Palanth (George Zucco) from Tarzan and the Amazons, Hugo
“Doc” Robbin (George Zucco) from Who Killed Doc Robbin? (1948).

Palmyra – A city of  Amazons located in the jungles of  the Mutia
escarpment.  The  Amazons  who  lived  in  it  came  from  an
interdimensional  island  of  paradise  which  no  man  could  touch.
They worshipped Apollo and Athena, and to a smallest extent Aion,
god of  time. They disdained the Great Old Ones.
Based on: Palmyra from Tarzan and the Amazons, Wonder Woman comic
series.

Palmyre – A priestess of  the Amazons of  Palmyra—she originally
had a different name. She betrayed the Amazons to Paul Ballister
when she allowed herself  to be seduced by him. For this, she was
exiled to a parallel universe, the one from which Johnny Bradford
came. Here, she became an occultist, taking the name Palmyre as a
sardonic reference to her home-city.
Based on: Madame Palmyre from Renee Dunan's Baal (1924).

Panther Island – An island which once hosted a temple of  the
Bugandi.  It  was  revered  as  sacred  to  them.  Robert  and  Judy
Maitland attempted to deforest it, but due to complications caused
by  their  Bugandi  crew and the  were-panther  Losana,  they  were
forced  to  retire  the  project  and  abandon  the  island.  Years  later,
criminals came to the island in search of  the giant clams that lurked
below the island's waters (likely engineered by the  Jaconi),  which
supposedly yielded huge pearls, but they were driven off  by Johnny
Bradford and his allies.
Based on: Panther Island from Bomba on Panther Island.

Parker, Dr. – A distant relative of  June Parker, who worked for
the  U.S.  government.  He  was  the  one  who  informed  Johnny
Bradford  about the interest the U.S. and the Soviet Union had in
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Aquatania.
Based on: Dr. Parker (Nelson Leigh) from Savage Mutiny.

Parker,  Eric – Brother of  Rita Parker,  cousin of  June Parker.
When  he  learned  that  his  uncle  Peter's  will  stipulated  that  his
fortune be left to June if  she returned from her life in Africa, he and
Rita viewed it  as  an opportunity to get some of  that money for
themselves.  Delving  into  the  jungle  with  Benjamin  Fry,  they
located June and convinced her to return—thanks to Captain Fry
seemingly killing the Brute—but on the return journey, June turned
back,  and  Rita  and  Fry  were  seemingly  killed.  Eric  returned  to
London,  but  couldn't  stay  away  from making  money  illicitly.  He
returned to Africa where, at the suggestion of  Mitchell Heller, he
tried to take control of  the mandro drug trade, enslaving men from
the  Okongo  tribe to do so.  Johnny Bradford  freed the captured
men and they tore apart  Parker's organization. Years later,  Parker
returned  again  to  try  to  steal  the  jewels  of  the  city  of  Baku.
However,  Queen Oma  hypnotized him into becoming her slave,
and  when  he  was  freed  from  her  control,  he  reformed,  aiding
Johnny  Bradford  in  slaying  the  evil  monarch.  After  this,  Parker
seems to have retired to London to live an ordinary existence.
Based  on:  Eric  Parker  (William Henry)  from  Tarzan Escapes,  Ronald
Cameron  (William  Henry)  from  Fury  of  the  Congo,  Bob  Prentice
(William Henry) from Jungle Moon Men.

Parker, Hilary Constance – See Connie Bryce.

Parker, James – Father of  June Parker. In 1930, he attempted to
scale the  Mutia escarpment with  Harry Holt  and June to claim
the ivory of  the mountain's elephant graveyard. He was horrified
when his daughter was kidnapped by the Brute, but she eventually
returned to him. They managed to reach the elephant graveyard, but
shortly thereafter the elder Parker died of  a stroke. He was buried
where he fell.
Based on: James Parker (C. Aubrey Smith) from Tarzan the Ape Man.

Parker, Joanna Dale – See Shalimar.
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Parker,  June  – Wife  of  the  Brute,  mother  of  Shalimar,  and
stepmother of  Bomba. June first came to Africa in 1930 to aid her
father  James  in  seeking  the  elephant  graveyard  of  the  Mutia
escarpment, when she was kidnapped by the Brute. She fell in love
with him and decided to remain with him in the jungle after the
death  of  her  father.  She  would  be  his  companion  for  the  next
decade,  sharing many adventures with him. In 1941,  she went to
London to help her mother recover from a virulent disease working
its  way through the war-wracked city.  Unfortunately,  she and her
mother both perished of  the illness, leaving the Brute and Bomba
heartbroken. The Brute would remember her for the rest of  his life,
even after he married Connie Bryce and Nita Cranston. Her last
words imitated her husband's trademark broken speech: “June love
Brute.”
Based on: Jane Parker (Maureen O'Sullivan).

Parker,  Peter  – Father  of  Hilary  Constance  Parker,  uncle  of
June Parker.  A conservative  man,  he disowned his  daughter  for
becoming a scientist, which he considered “unwomanly.” When he
died, he left his fortune to June provided she abandoned that silly
monkey-man of  hers and come back to civilization.  Eric and Rita
Parker  schemed to use  this  to their  advantage.  In the  end,  June
decided to remain in Africa with her husband the Brute.
Based on: Peter Parker (offscreen) from Tarzan Escapes.

Parker, Scott Peter – See Skipper.

Parker, Rita – Sister of  Eric Parker, cousin of  June Parker. When
her  uncle  Peter Parker  died,  he left  his  fortune to June,  on the
condition she returned to London. Rita and Eric determined that
they  could get  some of  their  uncle's  money if  they  helped June
return. They hired  Benjamin Fry  as a guide. Neither understood
why June wished to remain in the jungle with  the Brute.  On the
return journey, Fry fell into the  Lagoon of  the Dead, and seized
hold of  Rita's sleeve. They both seemingly died in the swamp, either
from  drowning  or  from  being  bitten  to  death  by  the  bog's
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poisonous lizards. In truth, they entered a dimensional portal at the
lagoon's bottom, which brought them to Johnny Bradford's original
Earth. On this world, they allowed their greed to turn them into
career criminals, with Rita taking the name Rita de la Vega.
Based on: Rita Parker (Benita Hume) from  Tarzan Escapes,  Rita de la
Vega (Carol Jeffries) from Man Hunters of  the Caribbean.

Penrod, Diana – The unsatisfied wife of  Dick Penrod, and later
Ames. She met the Brute (Bomba) on two occasions: on the first,
she was nearly sold to the people of  Opar  by  Joe Hawkins. The
second time saw her join the Brute on his trip to bring Coy Banton
to Kairobi. In the latter instance, she decided to be more proactive
with her marital dissatisfaction—she flirted with Banton to irritate
her second husband. But Coy had no interest in her save for using
her to hold off  a Matusa lion which had hunted him down. Diana
didn't deserve to die at the lion's claws, but that was her end all the
same.
Based on: Diana Penrod (Betta St. John) from Tarzan and the Lost Safari,
Fay Ames (Betta St. John) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Penrod, Dick – The surly husband of  Diana Penrod. He was part
of  the group of  plane-crash survivors who were escorted by  Joe
Hawkins,  who promised them safety but actually planned to sell
them to the people of  Opar.  They survived thanks to  the Brute
(Bomba), but Diana divorced him after they returned to the U.S. to
instead marry Ames, who was, if  not nicer than Dick, considerably
richer.
Based on: Dick Penrod (Peter Arne) from Tarzan and the Lost Safari.

Peters – See Douglas Jessup.

Peterson, Abel – A crooked game warden who used his position to
break the law. With the aid of  Bob Warren  and  Joe Collins,  he
tried  to  locate  the  fugitive  Nazi  Heinrich  Schulz,  who  had
information on a stolen art collection Peterson intended to claim.
Peterson was killed by the  Jaconi  when the chase led him to their
territory,  but  after  his  death  his  credentials  were  used  by  Bob
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Warren  in  an  attempt  to  continue  his  and  Collins'  poaching
activities.
Based on: Abel Peterson (James Seay) from  Voodoo Tiger, Mark Phillips
(Guy Kingsford) from Elephant Stampede.

Prentice, Bob – See Eric Parker.

Pulham, Charlie – A crooked guide known to frequent the  Cafe
of  the Three Dragomen. He guided  Fred Winters  to the  Mine
of  Solomon,  not knowing the Mine had been taken over by the
Leopard  Society.  He  and  Winters  were  ambushed  by  were-
leopards, and one of  them clawed Pulham to death.
Based on: Charlie Pulham (Barry Bernard) from Killer Leopard.

Pygmy Island – An island in Bugandi territory, ruled by the Bush
Devils. The islanders cultivate  ngoma, a plant native to the island
which can be used to make valuable fibers. Leon Markov sought to
exploit the ngoma for Soviet purposes, but he failed, and presently
all ngoma production is owned by the U.S. government.
Based on: Pygmy Island from Pygmy Island.

Radijeck – A brutal slaver who caused a war between the Yorango
and the Ashuba when the latter refused to buy guns from him. He
worked  with  Drs.  Thorkel  and  Andrews,  but  viewed  them  as
entirely  expendable—he broke  Andrews'  leg  and used that  as  an
excuse to leave him behind, and he stabbed Thorkel when Thorkel
let his ego get in the way of  things. Years before his actions with the
Yorango and Ashuba,  Shalimar  nursed him back to health when
she stumbled across him in the jungle. She turned against him when
she learned he was a slaver, and after he killed Thorkel he went after
her. But she was many times the warrior he was, and he met death
on her knife.
Based on: Radijeck (George Macready) from Tarzan's Peril.

Ramada – A warrior of  the Wazuri, son of  Boganda, husband of
Shalimar, and father of  N'Gala. Ramada is a proud devotee of  his
people's ways, and a good friend of  his wife Shalimar's family. He
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has aided them on multiple occasions since marrying Shalimar, but
has proven himself  to prefer life as a stay-at-home dad, focusing on
raising his little girl.
Based  on:  Ramada  (Burt  Wenland)  from  Killer  Ape,  Zuwabi  (Bernie
Hamilton)  from  Jungle  Man-Eaters,  Moko  (Bernie  Hamilton)  from the
Jungle Jim TV series.

Rand, Buck – A circus promoter who worked for Colonel Ralph
Sargent. He joined Jimmy Shields and Manchester Montford on
a trip to the  Mutia escarpment, to collect animals for the circus.
He  ended  up  complicit  in  the  kidnapping  of  Bomba from  the
escarpment.  When  Sargent  fell  under  investigation  for  the
kidnapping, Rand was ruined, and became an alcoholic. Many years
after his encounter with  the Brute,  Johnny Bradford and his son
Skipper encountered Rand working with Clete Braggan to kidnap
Edgar  and Janice  Wilson.  Bradford  arrested  the  two men and
Rand spent a considerable amount of  time in jail. 
Based  on:  Buck  Rand  (Charles  Bickford)  from  Tarzan's  New  York
Adventure, Bill Rand (Paul Hahn) from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Randini – A city  located in  Zambesi territory,  near the  Nyaga
Ratu  River.  It  appears  to  be  the  largest  city  near  the  Mutia
escarpment,  as  the  Brute  and  his  family  called  upon  the
authorities of  Randini several times for business near their home.
(This suggests that Kairobi is farther north.) It was founded in the
late 18th Century by the Randini family, who eventually became the
Rand family who were the ancestors of  Buck Rand,  Ka-Zar, and
Kioga.
Based on: Randini from Tarzan and the Amazons, Tarzan and the Slave
Girl, Tarzan's Fight for Life, Tarzan and the Trappers.

Raschid – See Bonu.

Rawlins  – Bumbling  but  good-hearted  assistant  to  Benjamin
Rawlins, brother of  Captain Rawlins, uncle of  Tanya Rawlins.
He befriended the Brute and June Parker when he met them, but
after  the  seeming  death  of  his  employer,  he  returned  home  to
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England.
Based on: Rawlins (Herbert Mundin) from Tarzan Escapes.

Rawlins, Captain – A criminal ship captain who was in charge of
transport  for  the  original  Three  Dragomen gang,  brother  of
Rawlins and uncle of  Tanya Rawlins. In 1947, two years after his
niece Tanya went to prison, Captain Rawlins tried to take revenge
on  the Brute  by sacking the city  of  Palandria,  with the aid of
Mark  Collins  and  Albert  Morton.  The  Brute  defeated  him,
however, and for attacking their city the Palandrians executed him.
Based on: Captain Rawlins (Ralph Dunn) from The Lost Tribe.

Rawlins, Tanya – An animal tamer for  Colonel Ralph Sargent's
Circus. Her uncles were Benjamin Fry's assistant Rawlins and the
crooked Captain Rawlins. Through her uncle the Captain, she had
affiliations with the  Three Dragomen.  She teamed up with  Karl
Straeter  and  Paul Ballister  to exploit King  Farrod's people, but
was  defeated  by  the  Brute.  In  jail,  she  met  and  married  Fidel
Medford, but quickly grew bored of  him. Once she and Fidel were
released from prison for good behavior in 1951, she joined up with
Philippe Lazar to enslave the Laikopo people, so they would have
bearers for hunting an obscure herd of  elephants. During this time
she and Lazar pursued an affair. Tanya earned herself  the wrath of
the Brute, who lost his wife Connie Bryce thanks to her. He forced
her husband Fidel to shoot her before he threw her to his animals.
Based  on:  Tanya  Rawlins  (Patricia  Morison)  from  Tarzan  and  the
Huntress, Lyra (Monique van Vooren) from Tarzan and the She-Devil.

Reed – See Neil Edwards.

Rene and Schroeder – Two members of  the gangs led by Tanya
Rawlins and  Fred  Barton.  In  1956  they  scaled  the  Mutia
escarpment to poach its animals. They were stopped by the Brute
(Bomba)  and given over  to the Commissioner  in  Randini,  who
gave them a solid jail sentence. But they managed to send a radio
transmission  to  two  more  of  Barton's  men,  Lupin and  Sikes,
concerning  the  location  of  the  lost  city  of  Zimbalu.  Their
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comrades traveled there but didn't get away with any treasure.
Based on: Rene (Maurice Marsac), Schroeder (Leslie Bradley) from  Tarzan
and the Trappers.

Robbin, Hugo – See Palanth.

Rokov – See Leon Markov.

Rokov, Nikolas – A criminal active in the 1910s.  Leon Markov's
grandfather. His counterpart in  Johnny Bradford's native universe
was an enemy of  Tarzan of  the Apes.
Based on: Nicholas  Rokoff  from Edgar Rice  Burroughs'  The Return of
Tarzan (1913).

Rovac – See Roy Collins.

Sargent, Colonel Ralph – The manager of  the New York circus
that captured  Bomba  in 1940. His agent  Buck Rand  discovered
that  Bomba  was  a  natural  animal  trainer  and  kidnapped  him,
whereupon  Sargent  forced  him  into  servitude.  He  brought  the
Brute to court on assault charges but the case was thrown out when
it was discovered he was forcing a child to work for him. 
Based on:  Colonel Ralph Sargent (Cy Kendall) from  Tarzan's New York
Adventure.

Schulz,  Heinrich  – A  Nazi  who  orchestrated  the  theft  of  a
valuable  collection  of  rare  art.  He  hid  out  in  Africa  under  Karl
Straeter's  false  name  of  Carl  Marley.  This  was  a  mistake,  as  it
attracted  several  parties  to  him,  including  U.S.  Army  Major  Bill
Green,  Johnny Bradford, and a trio of  criminals,  Abel Peterson,
Joe Collins,  and  Bob Warren.  He fled into  Jaconi  territory, but
eventually Bradford and Green caught him and he was put on trial
by the U.N. for war crimes. He was found guilty, and died in the
electric chair.
Based  on:  Heinrich  Schulz/“Carl  Werner”  (Michael  Fox)  from  Voodoo
Tiger.

126



Sebastian, Pedro – The prospector who discovered the  Mine of
Solomon.  On  an  expedition  to  the  Mine  with  Malcolm Drew,
Sebastian  was  nearly  killed  by  Mitchell  Heller,  who  wanted  to
control  the  Mine  for  himself.  He  was  rescued  by  Bomba  and
Losana.
Based on: Pedro Sebastian (Martin Garralaga) from African Treasure.

Sengo – A Bugandi member of  the Leopard Society, also known
as Mongo. He became an adviser to the dying chief  of  a plague-
wracked Bugandi village neutral to the Leopard Society, intending to
manipulate the chief's son once his ailing father died. He convinced
the Bugandi from this village to kidnap Nagasi women as sacrifices
and  concubines.  However,  his  insurrection  was  opposed  by  the
Brute once  the  Bugandi  under  his  control  kidnapped  Connie
Bryce. Though it was too late to save the chief, Connie was able to
devise a cure to the plague, which convinced the Bugandi to turn
against Sengo—they fed him to a nearby pride of  lions.
Based on: Mongo (Tony Caruso) from Tarzan and the Leopard Woman,
Sengo (Tony Caruso) from Tarzan and the Slave Girl.

Shalimar – Daughter of  the Brute and June Parker, born under
the name Joanna Dale Parker in 1930. When she was nine years old,
she was kidnapped by the Gaboni, who wanted to take revenge on
the Brute's family, as they believed the Brute kidnapped one of  their
own,  Tumbo. However, Joanna was left behind in the wilderness,
where she was raised by “chimpanzees” of  Tamba's  species. She
claimed “Shalimar” as her alias, and eventually adopted an escaped,
imported  tiger,  Baby.  She  reunited  with  her  father  in  1948,  and
became  a  regular  companion  in  his  adventures  from  then  on.
Shalimar fell in love with Ramada, a Wazuri warrior, and married
him—they had a  daughter,  N'Gala.  She  hunted her  half-brother
Bomba when she and her family believed him to be Coy Banton,
and was overjoyed to learn that Bomba in truth survived in Banton's
body. She still guards the lands around the Mutia escarpment, and
lives in the main Wazuri village with her husband and daughter.
Based  on:  Joan  Martindale  (Anita  Lhoest)  from  Captive  Girl,  Shalimar
(Jean Dean) from Voodoo Tiger, various characters from the Tarzan, Jungle
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Jim, and Bomba series.

Shenzi – A tribe of  peaceful were-crocodiles, cursed long ago by
the bite of  Queen Oma.  They were forced by  Rovak  and  Pico
Church  to murder men at  John King's  camp,  but after  the pair
were killed by Johnny Bradford and Commissioner Kingston, they
returned to a life of  peace.
Based on: The Shenzi from Cannibal Attack.

Shields,  Jimmy  – A  pilot  who  worked  with  Buck  Rand and
Manchester Montford  for  Colonel Ralph Sargent's  Circus.  He
was also the boyfriend of  Connie Beach. He flew the plane that
kidnapped  Bomba  from  the  Mutia  escarpment.  Like  Sargent's
other workers, he had criminal contacts, including  Bryce—at one
point he ended up owing a small fortune to Bryce over a hand of
poker, who killed him when he failed to pay up. Connie beat Bryce
to a pulp, and stole her boyfriend's killer's last name before fleeing
into the night.
Based on: Jimmy Shields (Paul Kelly) from Tarzan's New York Adventure.

Sikes  – A hunter  who joined  Lupin  in  his  attempt  to  loot  the
temple  of  Zimbalu.  He and Lupin  were  thrown off  the  Mutia
escarpment,  literally,  by  the  Brute  (Bomba),  and  he  did  not
survive the fall. He took orders from Lupin, who in turn answered
to Fred Barton.
Based on: Sikes (Sol Gorss) from Tarzan and the Trappers.

Silver Scarab – An artifact  created by the  Jaconi  after they lost
access  to the  Fountain of  Youth  in  the  Blue Valley.  It  had the
ability to transfer the wearer's soul into the body of  their killer—the
Jaconi nobility would extend their lives by tricking their slaves into
killing  them,  only  to  steal  their  bodies.  It  was  recovered  from
Zimbalu by  Richard  and Augustina  Lancing,  and  later  taken
from the  wreckage  of  their  crashed  plane  by  their  adopted  son
Bomba. It was used for the final time when it saved Bomba's life by
transferring  his  spirit  into  the  body  of  Coy Banton  during  the
Jungle Lord's duel with Banton in the Magi River. After being used,
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the wearer's original body would crumble to dust, and that was the
fate  of  Bomba's  original  form.  The  ashes  and  the  Scarab  were
carried downriver to the Lagoon of  the Dead, where they touched
the dimensional portal at the base of  the Lagoon. The combination
of  energies from the portal and the Scarab created a burst of  light
that destroyed both. Though its destruction makes proof  of  this
theory impossible, it is believed that the Silver Scarab was somehow
a counterpart of  the Golden Idol, suggesting the Idol has unusual
abilities as well.
Based on: The Sacred Scarab from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Skeleton Men – A cult of  warriors who dressed as skeletons to
frighten their enemies. They guarded the  Mine of  Solomon,  and
Ralph Dixon discovered that they were the degraded descendants
of  an army known as the Order of  the Skull, who were created by
King  Solomon  to  guard  the  mine  and  its  diamond-producing
compounds. They were corrupted by the  Jaconi  at some point in
their history, and forgot their ancient duties. The Skeleton Men were
enslaved by Dr. Mitchell Heller, and that was the beginning of  the
end for them—after Heller's  defeat, they were slaughtered by the
Wazuri, who took their lands. Ultimately their region would end up
in the hands of  the Bugandi.
Based on: Skeleton Men from Jungle Manhunt.

Skipper – Son of  the Brute and Connie Bryce, who joined them
on  some  of  their  adventures.  He  was  born  Scott  Peter  Parker,
named after Connie's uncle and father, respectively. The Brute once
owned a dog named Skipper,  and so Connie  chided him on the
nickname at first, before Skipper the kid eclipsed the memory of
Skipper the dog. Bonu helped with his upbringing, and he was very
close  to  Tamba.  He  was  relieved  to  learn  that  his  half-brother
Bomba escaped his apparent death at the hands of  Coy Banton.
When his parents departed to live in Sun Mai, Skipper began living
with  his  half-brother  and  his  family.  Skipper  and  Tartu  were
playmates as children.
Based on: Skipper (Martin Huston) from the Jungle Jim TV series.
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Slade – See Fred Barton.

Spontaneous Paired Quantum Reversal – A rare phenomenon
related  to  quantum  entanglement,  in  which  two  entangled
individuals reverse their positions in time and space, usually due to
exposure  to  chronal  energy  or  dimensional  bleeds.  This
phenomenon joined the Brute and Connie Bryce, which ultimately
resulted in Connie disappearing from her native universe in 1951, as
part of  an equivalent exchange that drew the Brute into her universe
in 1918.
Based on: Original concept.

Stapledon – A geologist who came to Africa to study the Mine of
Solomon. He was murdered by Brad Morton to learn the location
of  the  Mine,  but  Morton was  killed before  he could act  on  the
knowledge.
Based on: Stapledon (offscreen) from Safari Drums.

Straeter, Karl – A Nazi who served under Captain Bausch in the
raid  on  Palandria.  He managed to steal  a  fortune in Palandrian
gold,  which he hid outside  the city—years later,  under the name
“Carl Marley,” he joined with Tanya Rawlins and Paul Ballister to
retrieve the gold,  while  bedeviling King  Farrod  in an attempt to
steal some of  his rare animals.  The Brute unleashed elephants on
he  and  Ballister,  and  their  comrade  Ozira—all  three  men  were
trampled  to  death.  Years  later,  Straeter's  “Carl  Marley”  alias  was
reused  by  Nazi  Heinrich  Schulz,  whose  identity  was  eventually
uncovered.
Based on: Karl Straeter (Joe Sawyer) from Tarzan's Desert Mystery, Carl
Marley (John Warburton) from Tarzan and the Huntress.

Sturdy, Don – A former child adventurer who ended up engaged to
Mona Andrews, niece of  Commissioner Andy Barnes. He helped
Bomba, Barnes, and Mona defeat the witch-doctor Futa.
Based on: Don Sturdy from John W. Duffield's series, Lewis (actor unknown)
from Lord of  the Jungle.
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Suli  – The  heir  to  King  Farrod,  whose  line  to  the  throne  was
threatened by  the  King's  treacherous  nephew  Ozira.  The Brute
defeated Ozira after Ozira killed Farrod, and Suli was placed on the
throne of  Farrod's nation.
Based on: Suli (Maurice Tauzin) from Tarzan and the Huntress.

Sun Mai –  An elusive  city  in  Thailand,  ruled over  by  the Dalai
Lama-like  Tarim Khan.  Johnny Bradford and Bomba came here
in 1960 after their battle in India, and helped aid Tarim's rightful
heir  Kashi  in  defeating  Tarim's  usurper  brother,  Gishi  Khan.
Johnny retired to Sun Mai permanently, while Bomba returned to
the  Mutia escarpment.  Nita Cranston joined Johnny in the city,
reuniting  with  her  father  Lamont,  who had  along  with  his  wife
Margot also become one of  the city's permanent residents.
Based on: Sun Mai from Tarzan's Three Challenges.

Tamba – Near-constant companion of  Johnny Bradford and his
family,  also known as Bonzo and Kimbo. While she resembles a
chimpanzee, she is in fact a member of  a chimpanzee-like species
with human-like intelligence and longevity. Though she was known
for her mischievous nature, she saved the lives of  the Brute and his
family on countless occasions, and was considered a dear friend of
the family. Starting in the late 1940s, Tamba began traveling to the
United States to participate in studies on her species. 
Based on: Cheeta from the Tarzan series, Kimbo from the Jungle Jim series,
Bonzo from  Bedtime for Bonzo  (1951) and  Bonzo Goes to College,
various chimpanzees from the Tarzan, Jungle Jim, and Bomba series.

Tambura – Tiger-god of  the Jaconi, also known as Minobo to the
Basuto.  Little  is  known  about  this  deity,  or  if  she  has  any
relationship to Balu or Baku. The Jaconi once believed Shalimar's
pet tiger Baby to be an incarnation of  Tambura.
Based on: Tambura from Voodoo Tiger, Minobo from the Jungle Jim TV
series.

Tartu – Born John Lancing, son of  Bomba and his wife Patricia
Harland. His father named him after a Seminole shaman. He was
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raised to be an adventurer like his father, and he joined Bomba on a
few of  his adventures once they moved to the Mutia escarpment.
As a child, his safety was a source of  anxiety for his parents, who
often sent him off  to his grandfather to spend time with Skipper.
When Bomba ended up in the body of  Coy Banton, and his family
hunted him to India to take revenge on the criminal they believed
killed  their  son,  it  was  Tartu  who  realized  that  his  father  had
survived.  He spread the  word to Patricia,  who reunited with the
husband she thought  she lost.  Tartu  returned to the  escarpment
with his mother. After spending a year in Sun Mai, Bomba returned
to them, and they continued their happy life on the escarpment.
Based on: Tartu (Rickie Sorenson), Jai (Jai) from Tarzan Goes to India.

Tate, Benji – A singing postman and sailor who aided  the Brute
and Bomba in their liberation of  Aquatania in 1946. Twelve years
later, Bomba and Tate crossed paths again when Tate joined Bomba
on his journey to bring  Coy Banton  to  Kairobi. During the trip,
Coy tried to escape, and when Benji tried to stop him, Coy shot him
with a stolen gun, ending his life.
Based on:  Benji  (John Laurenz)  from  Tarzan and the Mermaids;  Tate
(Earl Cameron) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Toni – Girlfriend of  Fred Banton; she joined him on his raid on
the  Mine of  Solomon.  She didn't last long on the expedition, as
she fell into a trap set for the Brute (Bomba). She seemed to be a
fairly quiet girl, which Banton mistook for stupidity.
Based on: Toni (Scilla Gabel) from Tarzan's Greatest Adventure. 

Thorkel,  Alexander  – A  mad  scientist  who  crossed  over  from
Johnny  Bradford's  universe  using  a  device  of  his  own making.
While  on  the  alternate  Earth  he  used  the  name  Trask.  In  the
company  of  Malcolm Drew,  he  tried  and failed  to  plunder  the
Blue Valley, and when he and Drew fled the Matusa, he seemingly
sacrificed himself  to let Drew escape. Later, he allied himself  with
Radijeck to try to sell guns to the Ashuba and Yorango peoples,
taking  on  Dr.  Andrews  as  an  assistant  and murdering  Douglas
Jessup;  however,  after  leaving  Andrews  behind  at  Radijeck's
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command, he entered an argument with his boss, likely inspired by
his  megalomania.  During  this  argument,  Radijeck  fatally  stabbed
Thorkel.  Notes  on  Thorkel's  machine  were  included  in  the
documents Palanth left behind in Aquatania.
Based on: Alexander Thorkel from Henry Kuttner's “Dr. Cyclops” (1940),
Dr.  Thorkel  (Albert  Dekker)  from  Dr.  Cyclops  (1940),  Trask (Albert
Dekker) from Tarzan's Magic Fountain, Herbert Trask (Douglas Fowley)
from Tarzan's Peril.

Three Dragomen – A gang founded in the early 20th Century by
Abel  Banton,  Al  Collins,  and  Jack  Morton,  who  accumulated
criminal ties and prestige while working as dragomen in the Middle
East. One of  their principle contacts in the early days was Captain
Rawlins, who often supplied them with transport—Rawlins' niece
Tanya would be affiliated with the gang at some point. The original
Dragomen married each others'  sisters and each had triplet  sons.
Banton was the father of  Ethan, Johnny, and Martin Banton, and
the foster father of  Fred  and  Coy Banton.  Collins fathered  Joe,
Mark,  and  Roy Collins—Roy connected the Dragomen with the
Communist  spy  ring  led  by  Leon  Markov.  The  Collins  boys'
younger  sister  Maureen  pretended to be a loyal  member of  the
gang, but actually reported their activities to her husband Sergeant
Maitland. Morton's son were Albert, Brad, and Marty. The gang's
founders established the  Cafe of  the Three Dragomen  so that
criminals would have a place to meet up with each other in relative
safety. 
Based on: Original concept.

Trask – See Alexander Thorkel.

“True Blood” – An enigmatic ex-convict who took advantage of
the Batuso attack on the Wazuri to steal the Wazuri Golden Idol.
He was aided by Evans. However, Johnny Bradford, Bomba, and
Bonu overcame him and took the Idol back.
Based on: True Blood (John Frederick) from the Jungle Jim TV series. 

Tumbo – A young man of  the Gaboni who met Bomba in 1939,

133



when they were children. Tumbo was orphaned when his mother
died a  plague affecting his  people,  but was  taken in by Bomba's
parents,  the Brute  and  June Parker.  He helped aid them against
Fidel Medford and Vandermeer, but when the surviving Gaboni
learned where  he was living,  they  assumed he was kidnapped by
Bomba's family. The Gaboni kidnapped not only Tumbo, but the
Brute  and  June's  young  daughter  Joanna  Dale  Parker.  Joanna
would  grow up  in  the  wilderness  and  become Shalimar.  Tumbo
eventually left his own people to live among the  Matusa.  Shortly
after his coming of  age ceremony in 1949, he was shot and killed by
Marty Morton, who sought to aggravate the Matusa as part of  his
scheme to frame them for lion attacks that were actually caused by
his hunting.
Based on: Tumbo (Cordell Hickman) from Tarzan's Secret Treasure, Lohu
(Robert Davis) from The Lion Hunters.

Tusker – See Joe Hawkins.

Valley of  the Cannibals – See Kirundi Valley.

Valley of  the Headhunters – See Kirundi Valley.

Vandermeer – An assistant of  Professor Elliot, who joined Fidel
Medford in murdering the professor and trying to claim the gold of
the Mutia escarpment. However, after the Brute led them to the
gold,  he  and  Medford  were  captured  by  the  Jaconi.  Medford
managed to escape, but Vandermeer died on the tip of  a spear.
Based on: Vandermeer (Philip Dorn) from Tarzan's Secret Treasure.

Varga  – A  criminal  who  worked  with  Palanth  to  take  over
Aquatania.  He  posed  as  the  Aquatanian  god  Balu,  but  was
defeated along with his boss by the Brute. Later, he teamed up with
Tanya Rawlins  to take down the Brute, but when the actions of
Rawlins'  mob  led  to  the  dimensional  displacement  of  Connie
Bryce, no force on Earth could have saved Varga from the Brute's
wrath. Johnny Bradford broke Varga's neck and left his body to the
jungle animals.
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Based  on:  Varga  (Fernando  Wagner)  from  Tarzan and the  Mermaids,
Vargo (Raymond Burr) from Tarzan and the She-Devil.

Warren, Bob – A crook who worked for the criminal game warden
Abel Peterson.  Warren worked with Peterson alongside his good
friend  Joe  Collins;  the  men  used  aliases,  being  called  “Jerry
Masters”  and  “Mike  Kovacs,”  respectively.  When  Peterson  was
killed, Warren assumed his identity and credentials in order to poach
elephants,  but he was unable  to fool  Andy Barnes,  who alerted
Bomba. Warren was trampled by an elephant summoned by the son
of  the Brute.
Based on:  Jerry  Masters  (John Cason)  from  Voodoo Tiger,  Bob Warren
(John Kellogg) from Elephant Stampede.

Wazuri  – A powerful  tribe  allied  with  the  Matusa  and  Johnny
Bradford's family. Bradford's daughter Shalimar was a princess of
the Wazuri through her marriage her to the chief's son  Ramada.
The Wazuri revered the elephants of  the plains and valleys that sat
in the shadow of  the  Mutia escarpment,  as well as the  Golden
Idol, which was the royal symbol of  their chiefs. Centuries ago, they
warred  with  Queen  Oma  of  Baku,  whose  vampiric  bites
transformed many of  them into the lycanthropic Giant Men. In the
present day the Wazuri were the ones who defeated the  Skeleton
Men  once and for all, taking the  Mine of  Solomon  from them.
They had trouble from  Leon Markov  and  Neil Edwards  due to
their  possession  of  the  Mine.  When  their  chief  Mahara  was
assassinated  by  Dr.  Andrews,  he  was  replaced  with  Boganda,
father of  Ramada. Shortly thereafter they faced the threat of  a civil
war  when  a  group  of  witch-doctors  in  the  tribe  proclaimed
Ramada's  daughter  N'Gala  a  “witch-girl,”  but  this  faction  was
defeated.  Joe  Hawkins,  Neil  Edwards,  and  Ali  Hassan  bin
Mahmoud attempted to steal the Golden Idol in the aftermath of
the witch-doctor uprising, but ultimately failed. They were slandered
as  thieves  by  the  Basutos,  and  robbed  of  the  Golden  Idol  by
Evans and “True Blood”, but both of  these plots were defeated.
On Johnny Bradford's original Earth, the Wazuri were known as the
Waziri.
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Based on: The Waziri from Edgar Rice Burroughs' Tarzan series, the Wazuri
from  Tarzan's  Savage  Fury,  the  Wasabi  from  Jungle  Jim  in  the
Forbidden Land, the Wazuli from Killer Ape, the Watanga from Jungle
Man-Eaters, the Watuzi (not to be confused with the real-life Tutsi people)
from The Golden Idol, the Wazuri from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Wilson, Edgar and Janice – Two millionaires who were kidnapped
by Buck Rand and Clete Braggan. In an effort to save their infant
son,  they  sent  him down the  Nyaga Ratu River,  where he was
found  by  Johnny  Bradford  and  Skipper.  Johnny  and  Skipper
defeated Rand and Braggan, and freed the Wilsons, reuniting them
with their child.
Based on: Edgar Wilson (William Leslie),  Janice  Wilson (Betty Caulfield)
from the Jungle Jim TV series.

Winters,  Fred  – A  Hollywood  bookkeeper,  married  to  actress
Linda Winters. He worked on a project directed by Larry Conrad,
which wound up in trouble due to a murder committed by one of
the film crew. Fred stole part of  the film's budget and snuck away
when he learned of  the  Mine of  Solomon.  Guided by  Charlie
Pulham, he nearly managed to steal a fortune in diamonds from the
mine—however, Fred was followed by  Bomba, who brought with
him  Sergeant Maitland  and Commissioner  Jones.  The two men
disarmed and arrested Fred, who was sent off  for a long stretch in
jail. 
Based on: Fred Winters (Donald Murphy) from Killer Leopard.

Winters, Inspector – A policeman from the small town of  Mantu.
He took his wife Linda's surname when he married her, though her
name came from her  ex-husband  Fred.  When  the  Banton  gang
robbed a pay office in Mantu, he pursued them, but ended up shot
by  Coy  Banton.  A  $5,000  reward  was  posted  in  Kairobi for
Banton, a sum which, thanks to the Brute (Bomba), found its way
into the hands of  the inspector's widow.
Based on: Inspector Wyntors (John Sullivan) from Tarzan the Magnificent.

Winters, Linda – A film actress brought to Africa by a project with
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director Larry Conrad. Her husband Fred was a bookkeeper. After
Conrad's  production  ran  into  trouble  due  to  the  murder  of  Dr.
Stapledon, Fred ran away, seeking the  Mine of  Solomon and its
fortune  in  diamonds.  Linda  asked  Bomba  to  track  her  husband
down, and was disappointed to learn he had become a criminal. She
divorced him and married a policeman in  Mantu,  who took her
surname. Unfortunately, Inspector Winters was murdered in 1958
by Coy Banton. Bomba's actions against the Banton family allowed
Linda to receive $5,000 in reward money, when it  was confirmed
Coy was dead.
Based on: Linda Winters (Beverly Garland) from Killer Leopard.

Yorango – Rival tribe to the Ashuba, ruled by Gamboso and later
Bulam. Gamboso was responsible for the blinding of  the Ashuba
Queen  Linasi.  Years  later,  when  the  Ashuba  Queen  Melmendi
rejected  Bulam's  marriage  proposal,  he  allied  with  the  slaver
Radijeck to purchase guns and attack the Ashuba village. Bulam
was killed in the ensuing battle and the Yorango were routed. The
Yorango principally lived in the  Valley of  the Headhunters  and
formed a death-cult  under  M'Gono.  M'Gono's  defeat  led to the
deaths of  many of  the Yorango, and the tribe does not appear again
in the historical record.
Based on: The Yorango from Tarzan's Peril.

Zambesi – One of  the tribes that lived on the Mutia escarpment.
In 1937, they were known for mutilating their captives, a practice
they  demonstrated on  Austin and Lorraine Lancing.  However,
the destruction of  their village by the elephants unleashed by  the
Brute convinced them to become a more peaceful people. In 1944
they were threatened by a neighboring tribe, the Bugandi, but the
defeat of  the Bugandi by the Brute saved them. The Zambesi still
existed by the late 1980s, when they entered economic negotiations
with the newly-crowned King Ralph of  Britain.
Based  on:  The  Zambuli,  from  Tarzan Finds  a  Son!,  the  Zambesi  from
Tarzan and the Leopard Woman, Zambesi from King Ralph (1991).

Zandra – Daughter of  Chief  Bonu and Zia, sister of  Achmet. She
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was an adoptive princess of  Palandria, having been sent there as a
child to protect her from the enemies of  the Matusa—Oman was
her  godfather,  and  Nyobi,  her  foster  sister.  When Palandria  was
attacked  by  Nazis  led  by  Captain  Bausch,  Zandra  fled  the  city,
recruiting the Brute to aid her. Later, in 1947, she called upon him
again  to  repel  the  attempted  conquest  of  Palandria  by  Captain
Rawlins. Two years later, she was exiled from Palandria when the
city  was  conquered by  Prince  Ali  Hassan bin Mahmoud,  who
killed her stepfather and stepsister. But by joining up with Bomba
and her father Bonu, she reclaimed the city from Ali and became its
Queen.
Based on:  Zandra  (Frances  Gifford)  from  Tarzan Triumphs,  Li Wanna
(Elena Verdugo)  from  The Lost Tribe,  Zidah (Sue England)  from  The
Hidden City.

Zarbaku  – On  Johnny  Bradford's  original  Earth,  this  city  was
ruled by the cult of  the  Emerald Fingers.  Kaspa the Lion Man
rescued Dr. Clarence Brooks, father of  his future wife Mary, from
Zarbaku, and defeated the cult. The relationship between Zarbaku
and the alternate Earth's Zimbalu remains a mystery.
Based on: Zar from Tarzan the Fearless.

Zia  – The  wife  of  Bonu,  chief  of  the  Matusa.  She  aided  her
husband and his friend Johnny Bradford in locating and destroying
the temple of  Zimbalu. She lived a life of  constant danger as the
wife of  the Matusa's chief, and not only were the couple forced to
send their daughter Zandra to Palandria for safety, but they had to
pretend to be siblings as well. Zia does not appear after 1920, and so
it is possible that at some point her husband's enemies caught up
with  her  and  assassinated  her.  Based  on  Zia's  resemblance  to
Losana, it is possible that Zia is the sister of  Losana's mother Lea.
Based on: Zia (Lita Baron) from Jungle Jim.

Zimbalu – The ancient capital of  the  Matusa.  The name means
“kingdom of  Balu” and it sits atop the Mutia escarpment, looking
down  over  the  Kirundi  Valley,  where  the  Matusa  also  had
settlements.  The  Jaconi  exiles  of  Queen Oma  allied themselves
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with the Tcho-Tcho,  who along with their  Bush Devil  offspring
and the monsters bred in the city of  Baku assailed the escarpment.
They drove the Matusa off  the mountain, where they were forced to
dwell in their Valley villages. For ages the temple of  Zimbalu was
the  home  of  a  devil-cult,  focused  around  the  Silver  Scarab.  In
1920,  Johnny Bradford,  Hilary Parker,  Bonu,  and  Zia  defeated
the cult and destroyed the temple. Its ruins were studied by Richard
and Augustina Lancing,  who recovered the Silver Scarab. Years
later, the city was sought out by hunters working for Fred Banton,
but  they  discovered  that  the  Brute  had  removed  the  remaining
treasures some time ago.
Based  on:  Zimbalu  from  Jungle  Jim,  Zarbo  from  Tarzan  and  the
Trappers.

Zoron – See Oman.

Zulu – Chief  of  the Maura, enemy of  the Wazuri. In 1950, Zulu
aided Neil Edwards in his failed attempt to slaughter the Wazuri's
sacred elephants. Two years later, he joined diamond thief  Leroux
in stealing the diamonds of  the  Mine of  Solomon and disrupting
the coronation of  the new Wazuri chief,  Boganda. He kidnapped
Shalimar's  daughter  N'Gala  shortly  after  she was  born,  but the
baby was retrieved after N'Gala's father  Ramada buried Zulu and
his men under a rockslide, which also buried the Mine of  Solomon.
Based on: Zulu (Frederic Berest) from Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land,
Zulu (Paul Thompson) from Jungle Man-Eaters.
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IV. Two Worlds

Part 1 – Heart's Trust

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 1965.

Doubtless the Brute was glad to get off  that boat. Both he
and Skipper, who had sailed them here, had had enough. True to his
name, the Brute's brother Skipper was a proud and talented sailor,
albeit a morose one when having to tolerate his younger “cousins.”
The Brute—Richard Lancing—called his son Tartu and his  niece
N'Gala Skipper's “cousins” because Skip was the youngest of  his
father's children. Indeed, at seventeen he was only two years older
than Tartu, while Richard and his sister Shalimar had almost two
decades  on  their  younger  sibling.  But  even  though  Skipper  had
grown up a playmate for Tartu, he had more in common these days
with Rick and Joanna. As evidenced by the frustration in Skipper's
tired face.

Tartu and N'Gala, like many teenagers who grew up close,
were arguing. They never argued unless they were bored, and for all
their positive qualities, Richard and Skipper were never entirely used
to  entertaining  children.  As  such,  the  ship  veritably  reeked  of
boredom, and it showed in the two teens' voices.

“Listen,” Tartu was saying,  “it's  incredible that  you would
have  arrested  more  people  than  me.  As  in,  it  doesn't  have
credibility.”

“Oh, and where were you when old man Mazuma needed
help with the bandits on his farm?” asked N'Gala. “Where was the
great Tartu, son of  Bomba, when the widow at the edge of  town
had trouble with those boys taking her chickens?” 

“Wazuri arrests don't count.”
“Why? Do Wazuri not count now, mountain boy?”
“That's not what I said...”
“I'm just wondering. I've managed a whole village worth of

crime. You wait for birds to swat down airplanes with bad guys on
them.”
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“You want to talk about serious stuff ?  Those planes leak
fuel on the mountain and threaten wildlife. They're not easy to clean
up either.”

“Finally  we  agree  on  something,”  N'Gala  sighed.  “But.
Cleaning up a plane crash does not count as an arrest.”

“Alright, kids, we're here,” deadpanned Skipper. It was true
—the boat had finally finished docking at port. Shooting a knowing
glance at Richard, he reached under the wheel and produced a small
bottle  of  whiskey.  “Don't  tell  Dad,”  he  whispered,  as  he  took a
short slug. 

“Given that you managed to avoid it the whole journey, I'd
say  I  owe  you  a  commendation  when  I  write  him  next,”  said
Richard, smiling. Then he gestured for him to pass it over.

“Alright!  Rio!”  Tartu  cried.  “Wow!  That's,  uh—that's
definitely a giant statue of  Jesus.”

“Always looking at what's obvious,” murmured N'Gala. “My
mom would be ashamed of  your detective skills.”

Tartu  stared  at  her  then,  with  genuine  hurt  in  his  eyes.
Shalimar, his aunt Jo, was his hero. Ordinarily quick of  tongue, he
couldn't find any sort of  comeback now.

“We'll have to keep an extra eye on the kids, I think,” said
the Brute. “No offense, but I don't trust people who hang around
docks too much.”

“Wise call,” said Skipper. “Last time I was in Rio one of  the
swabs on my ship tried to show me one of  those Tijuana bibles.
Rick—”

“Do I want to know?”
“It was June.”
Richard  looked  like  he  was  going  to  be  sick.  “I'd  heard

rumors of  such things, but...”
“They had her as some dumb bimbo, yelling 'James Parker!

James Parker!' over and over again.”
“Stop. Please stop.” He sighed. “I suppose, though. That's

the  cost  of  coming back to the  world  out  here.  The  real  world.
Things are harder, stranger, more jagged out here.”

“That's why Dad's in Sun Mai. That's why we've stayed on
the escarpment all this time,” said Skipper.
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“I don't think that's true,” Richard said. “But it's true that
we're running out of  space more and more by the day. Some of  it's
for good things. Some of  it's for bad.”

He turned back, knowing he could ramble on forever. It was
time to get going. “Hey, Tartu! N'Gala! Ongawa!”

The two teenagers looked at each other then, remembering
their reason for coming on this trip. While Tartu's dad and Skipper
were here to meet with the director of  the Jardim Zoológico, Tartu and
N'Gala planned to see an old friend who was spending her days in
the Zoo. They started speculating, less argumentatively, about how
the visit would go.

“You know Tamba's getting to be a grumpy old lady,” said
N'Gala.

“But that doesn't mean she won't be happy to see us,” Tartu
returned.

“I  just  worry  about  her  memory.  Do  you  suppose  her
species gets dementia?”

“It's  probably  about  the  same  odds  as  it  is  for  anyone.”
The dock  swelled  up and around them;  an art  gallery  of

faces dotted the air that swept past them. The locals stared at Tartu
and his father, who wore what made them most comfortable, and
what they'd be expected in. If  their loincloths were adequate in the
jungle they were adequate here. N'Gala was dressed more formally,
though for her people it was a casual garb—Nagasi and Zambesi
jewelry dangling from her wrists and earlobes. This drew as many
eyes as her underdressed male relatives. The three of  them walked
barefoot.  Their  callused feet  ignored  the  texture  of  the  concrete
below. At the back of  their party was Skipper, the only one among
them who looked dressed as the locals were. To most it looked like
he wasn't even part of  their group, or that he was some pickpocket
looking to snag one of  N'Gala's bracelets. 

Once they got to the Zoo, everything seemed to fall  into
place. The various animals of  the Zoo smelled their distant relations
on the travelers—they picked up the traces of  hormones that meant
trust, that meant these people had fed the hungry creatures of  the
jungle  and  healed  their  wounds.  Each  of  the  Zoo's  inhabitants
stopped what they were doing and pulled close to the edges of  their
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tanks and cages to stare in awe, and in particular their eyes locked
on the Brute, who strode with the confidence of  a king.

Eventually they reached a fork in the path. The sign ahead
of  them directed Zoo visitors to the left and staff  members to the
right. The Brute and Skipper took the righthand walkway.

“Tamba's got to be around here somewhere,” Skipper said.
“You guys find her while we talk to the director.”

“We know when we're not wanted,” joked N'Gala, but this
provoked a real smile from Skipper.

Tartu  and  N'Gala  began  down  the  path  to  the  exhibits.
There weren't many visitors to the Zoo—they had to wonder if  this
had  to  do  with  their  being  expected.  They  liked  having  space,
though, as they'd be talking to Tamba once they found her, and to
ordinary folk that would make them seem like a pair of  druggies.
Both of  them had been around Tamba long enough to detect her
particular scent. They followed the trails past the cages under they
found her. The old ape's eyes lit upon seeing her young friends.

“Tamba! Good to see you again! I hope the director got our
letter that we were coming,” said Tartu. 

“We've missed you so much!” cried N'Gala.
“<<I've  missed  you  too,  young  ones,  but  that  damnable

bureaucrat doesn't tell me anything,>>” said Tamba. Her language,
like her appearance, resembled that of  a chimpanzee, but in truth
the name of  her kind was unpronounceable for humans. “<<I've
given him enough material to write a new doctoral thesis, but you
wouldn't  know  it  with  how  little  he  lets  me  in  on  things  these
days.>>”

“I told you she'd be grumpy,” whispered N'Gala. “Are you
eating well, Tamba?”

“<<Of  course I'm eating well. My palate remains exquisite.
You  look  thin,  though,  dear.  Can  I  make  you  anything?>>”

“No  thanks,  Tam,”  N'Gala  said.  “But  maybe  Tartu  is
hungry?”

“Not right now,” he said. “There's something in the wind.”
Tamba  noticed  it  first,  but  had  said  nothing.  Now  that

N'Gala set her mind to it, she noticed it too. There was a distant
noise that didn't fit its surroundings—and a new odor as well, one
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with a bad heaviness to it. Something was wrong here. Perhaps very
wrong.

“<<I'd be much obliged if  you let me out of  the habitation
cell,>>”  said  Tamba.  “<<That  way  we  can  check  it  out
together.>>”

Tartu looked at the door to her cage. “<<Enter 7-8-3-4,>>”
she said, pointing to the door's keypad. He entered the code and the
lock  clicked  open—the  ape  exited  and  joined  her  youthful
companions. They all shared a warm hug.

“<<N'Gala. Tartu. It's been too long.>>”
When they parted, N'Gala pointed back the way they came.

“I think we should go check on the Brute and Skipper.  And the
director.”

“My  thoughts  exactly,”  said  Tartu.  “Let's  go!”
They all sprinted off  for where the Brute and Skipper had

headed. Even at her advanced age, Tamba could keep up with the
kids easily. She smiled. She could see their parents in both of  them,
and their grandparents, too.

Eventually they came across the dull gray box that was the
director's office. The door was ajar and there were no signs in the air
of  either the Brute or Skipper. But there were creases in the grass,
N'Gala  observed,  and  she  saw  they  went  to  the  Zoo's  wall.
Squinting, she could spot a few broken creepers.

“They're not here. They left chasing something,” she said.
Tartu  took  a  moment  to  observe  what  she  had.  “You're

right,” he said. “I'll check on the director. You guys climb the wall
and see if  you can spot them.”

N'Gala and Tamba nodded, and dashed for the wall. Tartu
needed only a second to reach the open door, and two seconds to
affirm that  there  was no one in the  office.  Well—no one living,
anyway. The Zoo director was slumped back in his chair, dead. His
eyes bulged like ping-pong balls from their sockets and his mouth
was twisted open. Tartu flinched away. He'd either been strangled,
or—

What was it his dad said he was coming here for? Something
involving a “Jack Morton” from thirteen years ago? Tartu was only
two years old then, so he'd have to ask his dad or Skip what that was
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about. If  they were still nearby.
N'Gala and Tamba had no luck. N'Gala could spot no sign

of  her uncles. They must have chased whatever it  was they were
after for some distance. But what were they chasing...?

The answer was hinted at on Tartu's face when he emerged
from the office. Crouching low, her fingers coiled the edge of  the
wall, N'Gala asked, “What's up?”

“The director's been killed. It looks like he was strangled to
death somehow.”

“Are there bruises on his throat?” N'Gala called.
“No,” Tartu replied. “It's like his throat just closed up.”
N'Gala beckoned her cousin up onto the wall. “Those are

signs  of  poison or  disease,”  she  told  him.  “Someone  must  have
killed him with a chemical or a biological agent.”

“Big words, cuz,” praised Tartu. “You're probably right. Do
either of  you remember something about a 'Jack Morton'? That's
why my dad and Uncle Skip came out here. The director was having
something to do with this Morton.”

Tamba looked away, and said, “<<Jack Morton was one of
the Three Dragomen.>>”

“Oh!  Oh,”  N'Gala  said  then,  comprehending.  “So  he's  a
poison dealer. Or he spreads disease. What's—”

“<<He's  not  behind  this,>>”  clarified  Tamba.  “<<He's
dead.>>”

“Hmm.” Tartu crossed his arms. “Someone with his poison
then.”

“<<His  disease,>>”  Tamba  confirmed.  “<<Morton
managed to obtain samples of  the various diseases which overtook
the escarpment over the years. He began hybridizing them into a
super-virus  which  he  intended  to  use  to  hold  the  Jaconi  to
ransom.>>”

“Threatening  the  Jaconi  sounds  like  an  easy  way  to  die,”
Tartu replied.

“<<A Jaconi assassin picked Morton off  before his plague
could spread,>>” Tamba confirmed.

“I seem to remember now. I was listening to a Spanish radio
broadcast a few months back...” N'Gala closed her eyes, trying to
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remember.  When  she  opened  them,  she  said,  “Brazil  has  been
experiencing a lingering plague problem. The culprit was someone
named...Bakuna?”

“Bakuna?  That  name  gives  me  goosebumps,”  said  Tartu.
“That name's gotta be related to Baku—and 'Baku' is Matusa for
'something you don't want to bump into in the dark.'”

“I know,” said N'Gala. “We have to find Bakuna, and stop
him. He could be plotting death for Rio de Janeiro.”

“But  where  do  we  go?”
Tamba looked her friends in the eyes and said, “<<I heard

tell that one of  your father's old friends was nearby. Do either of
you recall Prince Jai of  India?>>”

“Yes,  he  was  the  son of  the  Maharajah  my dad  helped,”
Tartu said.

“<<There is a river outside of  town he is said to frequent
these days. I'll show you the way.>>”

“Let's  hope  he  knows  something  useful,  and  we're  not
wasting any time!” declared N'Gala.

* * *

They were only a couple of  miles into their journey when a
heart-stopping shriek split the jungle. “Help!! Help me!”

“A girl!” N'Gala cried. “We must help her at once!” She took
off  in  the  direction  of  the  noise,  with  Tartu  and  Tamba  close
behind. N'Gala's ears had not failed her—she'd chosen the correct
trajectory. It wasn't long before they could see the shape of  a blonde
girl wandering through the endless greenery. She looked to be about
Tartu's age, this shaking, shrieking blonde waif—her blue dress was
torn and tangled with broken sticks. At once N'Gala was by her side,
saying gently, “It's alright, it's alright. What's wrong?”

“I-I—who are you guys?” the girl said. 
“We're friends,” N'Gala said, and her cousin added:
“My name is Tartu. This is my cousin N'Gala, and our friend

Tamba. Who are you?”
“My name is Sharon Renault. I-I came to Mexico to visit my

sister Sophia, b-but we got separated and...”
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“Mexico?” said N'Gala. “I hate to say it, but you're far off
the path. This is Brazil, sister.”

“Brazil?!” Sharon exclaimed. “How can that be possible? I
was just in—in...” Her voice broke.

Tartu and N'Gala looked at each other.
“Could be what Grandpa was always talking about,” N'Gala

said, in a hushed tone.
“Is that possible?” Tartu replied.
“Maybe—it would mean that she traveled here from another

universe.”
“We'd have to do more investigating...”
“What are you two talking about?” Sharon said. The tremble

of  fear had not left her voice.
“I-it might be nothing,” N'Gala said.
“But we're not sure! You better come with us. We're looking

for someone right now, someone to lead us to someone else, but we
can explain on the way!” Tartu smiled at the girl—she was rather
pretty,  he  observed,  though he  didn't  focus  on that  fact.  It  was
wrong, Tartu felt, to think about someone as pretty like that when
they were scared.

“How do I know you won't hurt me?” Sharon asked.
“Because we are the grandchildren of  the Brute.” But they

called their grandfather by his true name, his jungle name. Upon
hearing that name, Sharon's eyes widened.

“I thought he was a legend until I got to Mexico. Then I saw
a  newspaper  with  his  picture  in  it.  He  came  to  Mexico  at  the
summons of  an old friend, but when he arrived he found himself
caught in my sister's boyfriend's plans. I told Soph she needs to stop
cozying up to crazy men...”

“Is  Grandpa in  Mexico?”  Tartu  asked.  N'Gala  shook her
head, meaning the Brute was in Sun Mai. His frown deepened.

“<<We need to find Jai,>>” said Tamba then.
“You're right,” replied N'Gala, ignoring Sharon's incredulous

look. “I smell water nearby.”
“And  I  hear  it,”  said  Tartu.  “We must  be  near  the  river.

Ongawa!”
They  crossed  over  a  series  of  three  hills,  watching  the
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ground  for  spiders  and  sharp  sticks  and  other  dangers.  But
eventually  they  reached  the  bank  of  the  river.  N'Gala  bounded
down to the edge of  the shore and looked down its length.

“I can see a boat down there!” she said. “Heading for the
sea!” She jumped in the water and started off.

“Can you swim, Sharon?” Tartu asked.
“Yeah,  I  can,”  she  said.  “I  won  a  few  swimming

competitions in my school.” 
“Good. We're following my cousin out to that boat.”
“Who's out there?”
“A Prince of  India. Who else?”
Sharon smiled for the first time, and raised an eyebrow. She

and Tartu  dove into  the  water  together,  and let  Tamba overtake
them.

“Tell me about yourself, Sharon,” said Tartu.
“Well, um, I have my sister Soph, like I said. My dad died

before I was born, so my mom, Madeline, raised me by herself...”
“I said tell me about you.”
“Well, I go to a girls' school in England, St. Trinian's. I'm a

personal pupil of  the Countess of  Crecy, the headmistress there. I'm
studying to be an archaeologist.”

“Swimming's  just  a  side-thing?”
“Required credits,” she said.
“Well,  you're  a  good  swimmer.”
“I'm a good archaeologist.”
“Been on many digs?”
“Just a few...I went to the ruins of  Troy, the Ishtar Gate, the

Pyramids of  Giza...”
Tartu  nodded,  grinning.  “Impressive.  Very  impressive.”
They were nearly to the boat then. Two figures had emerged

and were conversing with N'Gala. One was a tall, thin man dressed
in  a  sailor  outfit;  he  looked  like  what  would  happen  if  Skipper
hadn't slept for five years. The other was a young boy. Tartu was
filled with hope: this was Prince Jai.

N'Gala  had explained who they were  by the  time he and
Tamba and Sharon arrived. The older man was smiling at them, as if
he already knew them. N'Gala said, “Tartu, Sharon, this is Captain
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Sam Tate. His brother Benji was a friend of  Grandpa and Uncle
Bomba.”

“Nice to meet you!  I'm...sorry about your brother,”  Tartu
said.

“Benji had a good run—and he died helpin' a friend. That's
what  he  would've  wanted,  I  know it.  Well,  how can me an'  His
Highness be of  use to you travelers?”

“We were wondering if  you had seen my father,” Tartu said,
“the Brute. We were with him, but he disappeared along with my
uncle.”

“I am aware that the Brute and his brother are in the area. I
have been in talks with the director of  the Zoo,” said Prince Jai. His
voice was soft and crisp.

“Haven't  I  seen  you  before?”  asked  Sharon  suddenly,
pointing at the Prince. “Aren't you—aren't you Ramel?”

“My name isn't Ramel, though the name is strangely familiar
to me,” said Jai. “I am Prince Jai, son of  the Maharajah Amdur and
brother of  the Princess Kamara. I came here in search of  the Green
Goddess of  Guatemala,  in  hopes that  it  may restore my family's
fortunes.”

“I've heard of  the Green Goddess.  Supposedly it  was the
creation  of  the  Maura  people,  whose  chief  Zulu  threatened  my
village. The Maura also live in Guatemala and the Philippines,” said
N'Gala.  “My mother  was meaning to study how they became so
widespread.”

“I know there's another who seeks the Goddess,” said the
young prince. “His name is Bakuna.”

“We've been seeking Bakuna,” Tartu said then. “He means
to do great harm to the people of  Rio de Janeiro. Do you know
where he is? Or where he hides?”

“He has taken over a small Maura village in the jungle,” said
Jai. “Captain Tate and I were just making preparations to liberate it.”

“We'll join you,” N'Gala volunteered, and the Prince offered
her a hand to climb onto the boat. Sharon looked hard at Tartu.

“I need to get back to my sister,” she said.
“I know. I have a strange feeling that the Green Goddess has

something to do with it.”
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“How?”
He didn't answer as he helped her up onto the boat.  She

wasn't ready to hear it yet.

* * *

The Brute and Skipper stood in the Zoo director's locked
office. The staff  had been informed of  the murder of  their director
and the two men were investigating. They were joined by another—
one they found in the jungle while pursuing the director's assassin.

“Thank you for joining us, Lincoln,” the Brute said. “It's our
luck you've begun traveling South America since leaving that island
of  yours.”

“Of  course, Richard,” said his companion. Like the Brute he
was clad only in a loincloth. This man with the long raven tresses
was Lincoln Rand Jr., also known as Kioga. “I'm always happy to
lend aid to an old friend.”

“It's pretty clear to me that it's Morton's virus. The director
was right on the mark...unfortunately,” Skipper said.

“Then Bakuna is even more dangerous than we previously
thought,” said the Brute. “I'm worried about the kids.”

“And not just because Pat and Jo would kill you?” Skipper
offered.

“Tartu  can  take  care  of  himself...and  he's  with  Tamba.
N'Gala  is  young.  She's  only  thirteen,”  said  the  Brute.  He  looked
aside. “I have so much to tell Tartu...there's what his mom found
out about her real father...”

“Don't worry, Rick, things will be okay,” said Skipper. “We'll
find them. I have a captain friend known to sail around Rio. I just
need to find his radio frequency.”

“My concern is that Bakuna also seeks the Green Goddess. I
remember your father telling me in a correspondence that the idol is
identical to that of  the Wazuri people,” said Kioga.

“Yes, somehow the Maura built a duplicate of  the Golden
Idol. I've heard rumors near the escarpment recently that there is a
tribe that uses golden scarab jewelry. It makes me wonder about the
Silver  Scarab.”  As he said  this,  the  Brute unconsciously  placed a
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hand on where he used to wear the necklace. It was the Silver Scarab
that placed him in this second body, saving his life.

“It's  possible  the  Maura spread these artifacts  around the
world in their apparent diaspora,” replied Kioga. “It's interesting to
me that they would steal technology and artistic design from two
distinct  tribes.  I  have  to  wonder  if  it's  possible  that  the  Maura
created the Idol and the Scarab first.”

“You're a knowledgeable man, Lincoln,” said Skipper, with a
smile.  “It  is  possible.  The  Wazuri  don't  know the  origin  of  the
Golden Idol.”

“We don't even know what the Idol is capable of. There are
rumors  it  has  some  secret  function,  but—”  The  Brute  stopped
speaking, and suddenly Kioga's eye fixed on his tapping foot.

“You are a  different Brute  than your father,  Richard,”  he
said. “You are full of  impatient energy. You are still at heart the boy
that brought so much light into your father's life.”

“That's great, but it doesn't bring me closer to finding my
son and niece.  There's  also the  rumors  of  this  jungle-boy who's
been seen in the area...I wonder how that's connected.”

Kioga and Skipper had also both heard of  this jungle-boy,
the one the locals called Jukaro.

“Let me try and hail my friend, and we'll work from there,”
said Skipper. He rose and exited the office, leaving other two with
the body.

As  he  walked  back  towards  his  ship,  Skipper  murmured
under his breath, “I hate to land him in hot water, but Jo and Pat
have to find out sooner or later...”

* * *

Captain Tate's ship came to a halt in the small lagoon. Prince
Jai pointed out towards the treeline.

“There lies  the valley  which holds the  village Bakuna has
enslaved. I  had better go with you,” he said. “You may need my
protection.”

“You're about my age, aren't you?” Tartu said. “You have the
same chances as the rest of  us.”
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“This  is  true,”  the  Prince  said  humbly.  “I  shouldn't  have
presumed to be greater than the descendants of  the Brute.”

“We  still  look  like  kids.  Inside  we're  lions,”  said  N'Gala.
“Captain, are you joining us?”

“No, I don't have weapons or fighting capacity, so I'm just
staying  where  it's  safe,  thank  you,”  said  Tate.  “I'm  also  gonna
monitor the radio frequencies, just in case.”

Tartu and Sharon dove off  the ship and started swimming
for shore. But Tamba stopped N'Gala for a moment. “<<I will stay
here with Captain Tate. I am growing weary and can't continue.>>”

“I don't want you getting hurt in a fight,” N'Gala said. “We'll
be back soon. Promise.”

She shook her old friend's hand and hit the water.
The four teenagers were left in the jungle, on a long march

to the village. They had no idea what to expect, but soon the ground
below them began to angle downward, until at last they stood on the
lip of  a cliff  hanging over a long, wide rift in the Earth. Built into
this rift  was a large village, whose thatched bridges and pathways
were well-worn from decades if  not centuries of  use. But presently
these walkways were empty. It looked at first as if  the village was
abandoned,  but  closer  inspection  revealed  something  far  more
sinister. Down on the lower levels, a crowd of  people were being led
deep into  a  cavernous  mine.  The women,  children,  and old folk
were being guarded by African men with guns. The large carts and
bins located outside the mine glittered with a pale white.

“Diamonds,” hissed N'Gala. “No matter where we go, our
family can never get away from people being greedy for diamonds.”

“If  he's  getting  the  Green  Goddess,  why  does  he  need
diamonds?” said Tartu.

“Reminds me of  my sister's boyfriend,” said Sharon. “Some
people  need  more  wealth  than  they  can  carry,  and  it's  damn
everyone  else  in  their  mind.”

“We've got to help them,” said Tartu then, but as he moved
forward,  Jai  grabbed  his  arm,  and  pointed  down  at  the  mine
entrance. There was a man emerging, another African. 

“That's Bakuna,” the Prince whispered. “Every one of  those
men  is  loyal  to  him to  the  death.  They  are  his  Jaguar  Cult,  his
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shapeshifters and shadow-walkers.”
“A  Jaguar  Cult?  Shapeshifters?”  growled  Tartu.  “Bakuna

must be a rogue member of  the Leopard Society, if  he's got were-
jaguars on his side. They've broken the treaty!”

“We  can't  assume  the  whole  Society's  broken  the  treaty,
Tartu—just this faction,” said N'Gala. 

“I don't know about your treaty, but the Jaguar Cult is an
ancient group—they've been in Brazil for a long time,” said Jai.

“Then Bakuna must have merged with his group with the
Brazilian Cult,” suggested N'Gala. 

“That would explain why the Cult is not perfectly loyal to
him,” Jai replied. “They say he seeks Jukaro, the ape-jaguar of  the
jungle, so he can chain him and use him as a symbol to bind them to
him.”

“Jukaro?” asked Sharon.
“Yes.  He  is  a  spirit  worshipped  in  this  area.  There  are

rumors he may be a white child.”
“A lost  child  in  Brazil?”  N'Gala  said,  raising  an  eyebrow.

“This is getting more complicated by the minute.”
“Bakuna  is  an  ambitious  man,  who  is  regrettably  blessed

with uncommon circumstances,” said Jai.
“But we can't  let these people suffer and die under him!”

said Sharon suddenly. “We have to fight!”
“I'm with her!” said Tartu. “Let's rush them! They can't take

all of  us!”
The others seemed to agree, and Tartu and N'Gala let out

their grandfather's call, the cry of  the bull-ape. The guards looked
off  into the jungle, fear taking them suddenly. They saw the four
teenagers  charging  them.  The  age  of  their  attackers  made  them
hesitant to shoot—when they did finally open fire they missed their
targets, who moved quicker than their eyes could track.

“It's all over, Bakuna!” N'Gala shouted. “Let these people
go, in the name of  my father Ramada, chief  of  the Wazuri!”

“I am the master of  the Jaguar Cult and future Emperor of
Brazil,” Bakuna replied. “And children of  the jungle like yourselves
should know to tremble when I tell you that my mate was Queen
Oma of  the Jaconi!” He bared his teeth then, revealing a fanged
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smile.
“Careful, cousin, he's a vampire!” said Tartu. “These were-

jaguars must be his own creations!”
The assembled guards laughed then, and threw away their

guns. They had awaited the coming of  a foe worthy of  witnessing
their transformations. The guns were to intimidate the villagers, but
these  intruders  would  need  something more heart-stopping.  In a
matter of  moments, the guards were replaced by a horde of  jaguars,
which glared hungrily at the four adventurers.

“But these are not my only servants,” said Bakuna. “I have
also summoned an elite warrior from the north. One whose magics
are nigh-equal to my own. I believe you will recognize him, Tartu—
he shares your name.”

Out of  the darkness of  the mine there came shambling a
stiff  shape. Slowly it came fully into view—the mummified remains
of  a man of  the Seminoles, made animate by some dark curse. Tartu
knew  in  an  instant  that  it  was  his  namesake,  the  shaman  from
centuries ago. But there was another mummy with him. It was clear
from the garb of  this second specimen that he was not a Seminole
—perhaps he was an Aztec. 

“Tartu's  friend  Popoca  insisted  on  joining  him,”  laughed
Bakuna. “I dare you stop us now!”

But the four chose to take that dare.
Without thinking, Tartu jumped to the reanimated ghoul of

the man he was named for. He drew his knife and lunged towards
them.  As  Tartu's  quick  strike  sank  his  blade  into  the  Seminole's
wizened flesh, he saw Sharon Renault draw her own knife and join
him  in  the  fight.  Up  ahead,  N'Gala  ran  for  Bakuna,  while  Jai
produced what looked to be a wire lariat, and shouted a curse at the
leopard-men in their own language.

Sharon  charged  forward  with  a  cry  and  stabbed  Popoca
deep. While she held him in place,  she asked “Is that Indian kid
gonna be alright against those cats?”

“If  I remember my dad's account, Jai studied in Sun Mai.
He's  a  master  martial  artist.  And his  father  helped break up the
Thuggee cult back in the day. He taught his son their weapons and
methods, like strangling enemies with the Punjab lasso.”
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They had spoken with the confidence that the two mummies
were virtually  immobile.  But now Tartu the Seminole reached up
and seized the throat of  Tartu, son of  Bomba. Popoca took similar
hold of  Sharon. They both struggled against their grip.

N'Gala attacked Bakuna with a string of  kicks and punches.
The edge of  her hand struck him again and again, and she felt his
collarbone snap under it. He gave out a cry, but then he hurled his
fist and struck her on the side of  the head. She fell, and he grinned,
thinking it was already over. But she stood up then and tackled him
down, pinning his arms as she leveled blows into his head.

Meanwhile, Jai already his cord around one of  the leopard's
throats. He tugged hard, and to the transformed man's surprise he
couldn't break through of  the sturdy catgut. “This is how criminals
committed murder  in  my country,”  Jai  told  him. “I  now use  the
same method to punish criminals.”

But one of  the other leopards snarled and charged him. He
knocked him back with a firm kick, but the others would be upon
him  soon.  He  yanked  one  last  time  on  the  leopard  he  held,
squeezing out his last breath. Then he sprinted for the one of  the
nearby trees, and tried to climb before the snarling cats caught him.

As Tartu the  Seminole  tried to choke the  life  out of  the
young man who'd been named after him, Sharon pulled her knife-
hand up close. She began weakly cutting at Popoca's arm, gaining
strength and speed as she cut out more wiggle-room. The gurgling
abomination didn't seem to notice, and made no noise when his arm
dropped the ground. With only one hand gripping her, she escaped,
and  immediately  grabbed  hold  of  the  mummy Tartu's  arm.  She
pulled it away from his intended victim's throat, and Tartu, son of
Bomba, rolled free of  the mummy's grip. He dove down low with
his knife in a long sweep. He edged the blade all the way through
the creature's leg, and with no balance beneath it, it toppled over.
Sharon didn't want to get in close again, but Tartu did not hesitate.
He dove towards Popoca and made a similar slash, downing him as
well.

Jai  had  chosen  the  wrong  tree.  The  lower  branches  had
gotten him up a few feet, but above this layer it was nothing but tall,
smooth trunk.  As Tartu downed Popoca,  Sharon took notice  of
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this, and knew she couldn't leave Jai to the mercies of  the jaguars.
“Catch!” she cried, and threw her knife towards him. It sank deep
into the wood, and he pulled it out and wasted no time in cutting
handholds to get further up the tree.

N'Gala witnessed the defeat of  the mummies, and saw that
Jai was safe. She grinned mockingly at Bakuna. “Looks like we've
already mopped up half  your fighting force.”

“When I sink my fangs into you, I will turn you into one of
the mindless Giant Men of  your tribe, Wazuri filth!” He'd hoped
that would provoke N'Gala into striking too soon, but he regretted
the force he provoked. This girl hit hard.

“You  must  rub  yourself  with  some sort  of  ointment,  to
protect yourself  from the sun,” N'Gala said. “But it doesn't matter.
You'll end up a pile of  ashes like your girlfriend.”

“Foolish girl! I won't rest until I've taken over Brazil!” cried
Bakuna.  “With  the  fear  spread  by  my  disease,  I  will  terrify  the
populace into submitting. With the wealth granted to me by these
diamonds,  I  will  buy  out  an  increasingly-desperate  government.
With  the  power  of  the  Green  Goddess,  I  will  consolidate  my
empire. And with the awe I receive for chaining Jukaro, I will unite
the people of  Brazil into a singular church, where I am hailed as
their savior.”

“I think your ape-jaguar is a myth,” said N'Gala. She swung
her fist at him again, but missed.

“I have seen him. I—” Bakuna stopped then. “No. No, it
can't be!”

Though she suspected a trick, she looked back behind her,
where she saw Jai turning his lasso on the jaguars once again. But he
was  going  to slip.  That  couldn't  be  what  had distracted Bakuna,
though. No, there was something else—the foliage parted—

And down swooped a  blonde  white  boy  of  about  seven.
Immediately, two of  the leopards changed back to human form, and
shouted out in panicked voices: “Jukaro!”

Jai fell from the tree but the leopards didn't dare near him.
They needed to focus on the larger threat. The one called Jukaro
had the element of  surprise and superstition on his  side,  but he
wouldn't last long without help.
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He had a knife of  his own and took to dueling one of  the
cats.  There  were  two  others  who  had  his  flanks  covered.  They
lunged towards him, but both stopped in the air. Tartu had stopped
one. Jai's rope had snagged the other.

They  struggled  to  wrestle  the  cats  to  the  ground,  but
eventually Tartu bound his opponent with a cord Jai threw to him.
The one called Jukaro looked back at Tartu, and said in English,
“Go  help  the  girl!”

Tartu nodded and bounded over to his cousin. Bakuna was
struggling to get past N'Gala, to try to kill or capture Jukaro, who
continued to battle with the leopard. Jai was now aiding him, having
dispatched the leopard he roped.

“Tartu! He uses an ointment to keep himself  safe from the
sun!” called N'Gala. Tartu's eyebrows narrowed and he lunged at the
vampire with his knife, intending to tear away some of  his flesh.
Even a small cut would bring the sunlight into him. But Bakuna
knocked Tartu aside, and he dropped his knife.

“I will  turn  you, Jukaro!” he screamed. “The spirit  of  the
jungle shall obey my commands...”

N'Gala  took  up  Tartu's  knife  and  drove  it  deep  into
Bakuna's  back.  He  cried  out  but  did  not  die.  In  the  moment's
hesitation  she  produced,  she  removed the  knife,  and  then sliced
away a small part of  his backside.

The sunlight struck the exposed area and the flesh burst into
flames. As Bakuna screamed, the flames boiled away the ointment
that protected him from the sun's rays. Once it poured off  of  him,
he  was  helpless—his  body  crumbled  with  a  final  scream into  a
plume of  smoke.

There were a few remaining members of  the Leopard Cult,
ones who weren't were-leopards, but they were fleeing now. They
stood  no  chance  against  N'Gala,  who  had  struck  down  their
immortal leader.

The people Bakuna had enslaved let out a cheer, and rushed
to their saviors. Their torment was over.

But Tartu intended to ask the mysterious jungle-boy some
questions. Questions he couldn't answer with a grateful mob.

“You're all very welcome!” he called, before setting his hand

157



on Jukaro's shoulder. The young boy glared at him, but understood
what Tartu wanted. He ran for the tree Jai had climbed, and scaled it
quicker than any animal. He seized a vine and with a cry he swung
off  into the jungle. 

The others followed, but Tartu knew Sharon couldn't swing
like them—it took practice. So he put one arm around her (she was
most obliging) and they went together.

As they passed through the open air, Sharon was seized with
a sudden impulse, and she kissed him. When they landed, they both
pretended and believed it didn't happen.

But now that they were away from the crowds, it was clear
that Jukaro was not intent on sticking around. He began to amble
away from them, till N'Gala shouted, “Wait!”

He paused, and turned slowly. N'Gala held out a hand to
him.

“My  mother  was  taken  from her  parents  as  a  child,  and
raised in the wild by apes,” she said. “This is my cousin. The girl and
the boy are our friends. We don't mean to harm you. Because we're
the same. We've lived the same sort of  life as you—among the trees,
and the animals.”

Jukaro's narrowed eyes were full  of  fear,  but he stared at
N'Gala's open hand. In unblinking silence, he tried to consider all
the  possibilities.  But  then,  he  seemed  to  put  faith  in  his  fellow
human beings,  and he  walked  towards  her  and shook that  open
hand.

Then he spoke. “I am Jukaro.”
“We know,” N'Gala said.
“But my name is Erik,” he added. “Erik Thorsbight.”
“How did you come here?” asked Tartu.
“I was taken here from Africa. And I was taken to Africa

from Britain,” he said. “I was kidnapped from my parents by a man
named Boygur. He intended to raise me in a closed environment in
Africa. As a baby I nearly died from fever—my mother was a gorilla,
incapable  of  helping  me,  and unmotivated  to  do  so.  Edgar  and
Janice Wilson, who were agents of  my parents,  stole me away and
placed a false set of  baby's bones in my place. But Boygur sent his
own agents, Buck Rand and Clete Braggan, to reclaim me.”
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“That  was  when my grandfather  intervened,  and brought
you back to the Wilsons,” said Tartu.

“Your grandfather  was  the  man who saved me?  The one
called  Johnny  Bradford?”

“I remember Skipper telling me about the Wilsons. Grandpa
thought they were your biological parents.”

“They treated me like I was,” Erik replied. “They were kind.
But they were murdered by yet another agent of  Boygur's, a man
named Brunik. Brunik took me here, claiming I was his son. He had
turned against Boygur and intended to ransom him back to me so
he  could  continue  his  experiments.  But  Boygur  wrote  him back,
saying he had taken my two younger brothers for his work. One day
I was out with Brunik when a man under our canoe flipped it over. I
escaped, but Brunik drowned. A jaguar killed Boygur's assassin.”

“And so here we are,” said Tartu.
“Here we are,” Erik said, nodding.
“Do you know anything about the Green Goddess? Besides

the fact that Bakuna was after it?” asked N'Gala.
“I know where it is kept. I can lead you, if  you wish.”
Everyone  looked at  each other.  “Please  do,”  said  N'Gala,

nodding.
Erik smiled grimly and began to lead the way. 

* * *

Eventually  they  came  across  a  small  break  in  the  trees.
Nestled in a palm grove was a cabin. The four travelers could smell
something strange in the air, but if  Erik Brunik detected it he said
nothing. It was like a burnt smell—like burning plastic, or melting
metal.

A man came out of  the cabin and walked towards them. He
was muscular and familiar-looking, and his clothes were simple and
modern. He smiled at them as they approached.

“Greetings,” he said. “Jukaro, it's good to see you again.”
“Likewise,  my  friend,”  Jukaro  replied.  “Ed,  this  is  Tartu,

N'Gala, Sharon, and Jai. They are here to see the Goddess. Friends
—this is Rodney 'Ed' Bradford.”
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“Bradford?”  said  N'Gala  in  astonishment.  “Are—are  you
related to a man named Johnny Bradford?”

It  didn't  seem  possible.  But  he  grinned  and  said,  “My
brother Johnny disappeared in Africa  in 1918.  My other brother,
Jim,  went  to  Asia.  Me,  I  was  in  Africa  in  1925  when  I  had  an
argument  with  Lou  Hanley...or  'Brute'  as  I  called  him...”  Ed
Bradford looked off  with a wistful look in his eye. Tartu and N'Gala
were sure he was too young to be their grandfather's brother.

“Brute  Hanley  stabbed  me  in  the  back,  and  my  guides
believed I was dead. But I was alive. I revived a man without identity
—I wander for years till I found a city in the desert, ruled by Ben
Alleu Bey. I became one of  Ben Alleu's guards, and I committed a
lot of  foulness to earn his gold. Then one day my cohorts brought a
woman to town. I don't remember her name, but she was the wife
of  the jungle ghost called 'the Brute.' The Brute came to town to
save his wife, and I was so inspired I decided to join with him. I
became his brother, 'Bundor' the Death-Maker, Bundor the Killer. I
became the shade of  another man, another Killer who lived on the
world I came from...”

“But our grandfather never spoke of  you,” said N'Gala.
“Our paths haven't crossed since before 1918,” Ed replied.
N'Gala was shaken. She looked at her cousin. Their previous

theory  about  where  Sharon Renault  had come from was  gaining
evidence.  It  was  going  to be a lot  harder  to get  her  home than
booking a flight to Mexico.

“I see now that I am bound to your father, Tartu, even as I
am bound to that Killer from the other Earth,” Ed Bradford said
then, pointing at Tartu. The young man felt an odd tingle as he did
so. “As there is a son or successor to the Brute, so am I bound...”

“I thought this man was supposed to lead us to the Green
Goddess,” said Prince Jai then.

“You're fortunate, friends. Today is the last day of  the Green
Goddess' existence.”

“What do you mean?” asked the Prince.
“I mean that my brother and I are going to destroy the idol.”
“Destroy it? Why?”
“Because you must see its power. And you must go to Africa
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to find its double.”
“The Golden Idol,” said Tartu. “Please—tell me—why does

it feel so strange here?”
“I feel it too,” said Sharon. “I-I feel feverish.”
“It's  the  Goddess.  Bringing  us  all  together,”  Ed  replied.

“Come inside. I'll show you the statue. You'll meet my brother.”
None of  them could form questions. They passed through

the door into the cabin. A tall, stocky man was seated at the table.
He cleaned the edge of  his mouth with a napkin as he pushed away
a plate which had only recently held food. Like Ed Bradford, he
looked distantly familiar.

In front of  them, near to his empty dish, was a green idol,
depicting a seated woman with exaggerated proportions. It looked
to be made of  corroded copper.

“Welcome,” said the man. “Jukaro, thank you for bringing
them here. I told you, Ed, that today was the day.”

“What  are  you  talking  about?”  asked  N'Gala.  “Who  are
you?”

“You can call me Binns, N'Gala. It was my adoptive father's
name.”

“H-how do you know my name?”
“I have watched your  family  for  a  long time.  When your

grandfather came to New York, I toiled among the circus folk and
watched him. When he first came to the Blue Valley, I was fishing,
and I watched him then too.” He smiled. “But I knew your names as
soon as Jukaro told them to Ed. Our minds are linked at a vital
moment like this. He and I have convened to choose who will come
next.  And  we  are  not  alone.”  He  gestured,  and  behind  him
shimmered three ghosts, spirits cloaked in white. Somehow the five
knew that they were ghosts. They couldn't believe their eyes.

“Who are they?” said Tartu, staring.
“Bearers of  the mantle. Walkers of  other worlds. Just as I

and Bundor are—just as Cloamby is,  on his world. We gaze into
your world, so similar to our own and yet so different. In you, John
Lancing,  I  sense  the  spirit.  This  is  your  awakening.  Yours  too,
Jukaro, jaguar-spirit of  the forest.”

“What are you talking about?” asked the son of  Bomba.
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“Yes, Binns, you have never spoken of  this before.” Anger
and suspicion crept into Jukaro's voice.

“Go to  Africa,”  implored  Binns.  “Find  the  Golden  Idol.
Face your destiny. This is your command.” And he raised his fist
high  above  the  Green Goddess.  “This  is  the  sacred  idol  of  the
goddess  of  Zarbaku,  and you  will  never  learn  its  secret  without
obeying me!” 

That fist slammed down, and the Green Goddess smashed
into dozens of  pieces. But there was more than metal debris flying
from where Binns' fist struck. There were ripple-waves, echoes in
the  air.  And  in  these  echoes  there  were  shapes  and  colors  and
images. 

As  these  images  grew close,  the  four  observed  traces  of
themselves as dozens of  incarnations of  the Earth flashed by them.
They  had  doppelgangers  across  these  worlds,  and  so  did  their
parents and grandparents. Faces and sights and sounds washed over
them, overwhelming and bombarding them. They watched a legion
of  Brutes on a Multiverse of  worlds, fighting, hunting, struggling to
survive. And always defending his family.

“This is what you are meant to find. It is the fate of  Jukaro
to gaze once more into the Multiverse.”

N'Gala's eyes strained as she looked through this blazing fire
made of  pictures. She saw that Binns was starting to fade into the
light—she felt a rush of  motion and heard its roar. She called out,
above this noise: “Wait! You said your name was Binns! But who are
you, really?”

“You wouldn't believe me if  I told you,” Binns replied. “But
if  we ever meet again, you can call me Elmo.”

Tartu felt his cousin take hold of  his hand; he took Sharon's
hand even as N'Gala took Jukaro's, and Jukaro took Jai's. Together,
they ran, back out into the grove, leaving that rainbow of  worlds
behind. 

The light from the broken idol seemed to reach out after
them. They were nearly blinded, but now they could see flickers in
the light. There were three figures walking towards them, like the
three ghosts who had manifested in that cabin.

Then  the  light  was  gone.  And  the  five  stood  before  the
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Brute, Skipper, and Kioga, who stared at them incredulously.
“You're alright. Thank goodness,” the Brute said. His voice

had a breathy quality to it, Tartu observed. “We saw what happened
to Bakuna and his men. You've saved Rio de Janeiro, perhaps all of
Brazil.” He stared at his son. “Words can't  describe how proud I
am.”

“Dad,  there's  more  to  it!  In  that  cabin  there's  another—
there's another Brute!” He knew that was true, somehow. “And he
—”

But he turned then, and there was no trace of  the cabin, or
Binns.  And  there  were  no  traces  of  Ed  Bradford  or  the  Green
Goddess either.

“Maybe you were hit on the head during the fighting and
you're feeling a little fuzzy. It, uh, it used to happen to Grandpa all
the time,” said the Brute.

“All five of  us?” Tartu replied.
“Whatever happened, I'm glad you guys are safe. But who

are your friends?” Skipper asked. He looked at Jukaro. “You look
kind of  familiar.”

“You are the son of  Johnny Bradford?” asked Erik. “If  so,
we met when I was a baby. You may recall the name Wilson...”

Skipper's  eyes widened. “I-I can't  believe it.  How did you
end up here?”

“It's a long story,” Jukaro replied.
“What I want to know is how I got here!” exclaimed Sharon

Renault. Tartu and N'Gala looked at each other.
“I  don't  know  to  say  this,  Sharon,”  said  Tartu,  “but  the

reason why you moved from Mexico to Brazil so quickly is because
you changed universes. I suspect the Green Goddess had something
to do with it. When it was activated here, it drew you in from you
from another universe.”

“Wait, so you're saying this has actually been Dimension X
this  whole  time,  and  I'm  even  farther  from  my  sister  than  I
thought?!” 

“I'm afraid so.”
She was in shock, but to Tartu's surprise she pulled close to

him. If  she was comfortable with any part of  this world, she was
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comfortable with him.
“Alright,  so  two long  stories,”  said  Skipper.  “What  about

you? You also look familiar.”
“I  have  waited  until  the  Brute  recognized  me  to  address

myself,”  said  Jai.  “I  am Prince  Jai.  It  is  good  to  see  you  again,
Richard Lancing.”

“I'm glad to see you too, Your Highness. It's fortunate you
were in the area. And it's fortunate, too, that Captain Tate picked up
Skipper's broadcast on his radio, and told us where to find you.”

“I will have to inform my father that my quest for the Green
Goddess has been a failure,” said Jai, with a thin smile on his face.

“Not necessarily. Whatever that was in there, it was meant to
show us something.” Jukaro spoke with a sudden confidence now.
“He said there was another Idol, Prince Jai. The Golden Idol of  the
Wazuri, in Africa. If  the family of  the Brute is willing to take us
with them, we can look for it.”

“I'll join you. You're looking for treasure, Jai, you're looking
for truth, Jukaro, and I'm looking for a way home,” said Sharon.

“Can we bring them with us, Dad?” asked Tartu. “We need
to figure everything out.”

“There's  a  lot  that  needs  figuring  out,”  sighed the  Brute.
“But  I'll  start  with  one  of  them.  Come  with  me,  Tartu,  for  a
moment.” He looked Jai, Jukaro, and Sharon over. “And yes, your
friends can join come back with us to the escarpment.”

N'Gala grinned as she heard that, and looked at her three
new companions as the Brute and his son left. She did wonder what
they were gonna talk about, but she also wanted to stay here and
talk with her new friends.

“Mom sent me a letter,” said the Brute, once he and Tartu
were  alone.  “She  got  some  news  about  her  dad.  What  do  you
remember about Grandpa George?”

“I remember he was a crook, and he died committing trying
to take gold that wasn't his,” Tartu replied.

“What if  I told you that he wasn't Mom's dad?”
“I'd be happy, unless her real dad was another crook.”
“He was the opposite of  such. His name was Francis Ardan

Jr.”
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Tartu's eyes widened. “Doc Ardan?”
“Yes. He currently resides in Sun Mai. Back in the '30s or

'40s,  he  received  a  ruby  and  hood  in  Sun  Mai  that  gave  him
superhuman powers as long as he wore them. But it turned out that
the monk who gave him those armaments was a servant of  Count
Wampire, Lord of  the Undead. He tried to make Ardan into his
servant. Until...”

“Until?”
“Until the Doc Ardan of  my dad's original universe helped

him.  Freed  from  the  ruby  and  the  hood,  he  became  a  great
adventurer  again.  And while  on these  adventures,  he  found love
with Ann Darrow, your grandmother, who was George Harland's
wife. When she had Pat—when she had your mom—he named her
Patricia after Ardan's cousin.”

“S-so my Grandpa—”
“It seems you ended with two adventurers in your ancestry,

son.”
“Two more than that,  there's  you and Mom,” said  Tartu,

smiling  proudly.  Then he  looked aside.  “Doc Ardan.  Wow.” The
world's greatest scientist and explorer was his Grandpa.

But his great hero—besides Aunt Joanna, of  course—was
his  dad's  dad.  For  him,  Grandpa  Johnny  would  always  be  “the”
Grandpa. He thought of  Johnny now, out in Sun Mai. He wondered
what the old man was doing, what he was thinking about.

Dusk was starting to come up. The jungle noise was broken
only temporarily by their activities; the animals always returned. Life
always came back to the jungle.  Life collected life,  like a  magnet
drawing in iron filings. That life bloomed as bright and full as the
orange-pink tapestry spread wild by the sun. In the distance, Skipper
called to everyone to head back to the ship. It was time to go home. 

Part 2 – Fate's Decision

When the  Brute  returned  home with  Skipper,  Tartu,  and
N'Gala, they brought Sharon Renault, Erik Thorsbight, and Prince
Jai with them, as they said they would. Sharon and Jai had never
been to Africa before. The first few days after reaching the Mutia
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escarpment were spent giving the three a tour of  everything. They
visited Palandria  and Aquatania,  and the ruins of  Zimbalu.  They
met  Tamba's  grandchildren,  and  saw  the  remains  of  the  first
treehouse,  where  Grandpa Johnny had lived with Grandma June,
and later, Grandma Connie. Decades of  life and love were told in a
matter of  days, in an epic story told by N'Gala and Tartu.

The three  met  Patricia  Harland,  Tartu's  mother,  who had
recently learned that her father had not been her father. She was
planning a trip to Sun Mai, where her real father had retired. She
heard Erik's story, and said what they were all thinking.

“We have to find this Boygur and stop him,” she announced.
“We can't let him hurt any more children.”

“His compound is well hidden. I don't know the way back to
it,” said Jukaro.

“But  you  have—” For  effect,  she  counted  heads.  “Seven
people helping you. Nine, if  we ask Shalimar and Ramada to help.”

“And my parents will help,” said N'Gala.
“And if  it comes down to it, we call in Richard's dad, Nita

and her parents—my father...” said Patricia. “We have an army at
our disposal.”

“We  need  to  study  the  Golden  Idol—that's  what  'Elmo
Binns' said,” mentioned Tartu. “That means meeting Aunt Jo and
Uncle Ramada anyway. We'll go to the Wazuri village.”

“Is it a dangerous journey?” Sharon Renault asked him.
“No. Not as long as I'm with you,” he replied with a grin.
“It  might  be  as  easy  as  you  think,  Tartu,”  said  Patricia.

“While  you  guys  were  out  in  Brazil,  the  Zagunda  became  more
active.  They  requested  that  the  Jaconi,  the  Yorango,  even  the
Kirundi leave the Valley, and they've attacked whoever disobeys. The
Kirundi Valley, they say, is the ancient testing ground for their royal
heirs.”

“So it's time at last for the old king to decide who will take
his place,” said the Brute. There was sentimentalism in his voice, for
he had met the king of  the Zagunda as a boy. He remembered him
as a proud, tall old man. “I've known his sons, Buhara and Nagambi,
since they were kids. I wonder if  we should detour to watch the
succession ceremony.”

166



“I  would  think  that  rendezvousing  with  Shalimar  and
Ramada would be our top priority, dearest,” said Patricia.

“No, you don't understand. The Zagunda are a proud and
ancient people.  They control more territory than you know.  And
Nagambi is not the man who should be their king.”

“I thought these brothers were old friends of  yours?” asked
Patricia, raising an eyebrow.

“Buhara  is  a  noble  man,  but  Nagambi  has  long  been  a
trickster,” the Brute replied.

“I say that we deviate to check on the Zagunda,” said Jukaro.
“This  trip  is  being  made  on my behalf,  and so  I  have  a  decent
degree of  authority.”

“Did we really need any more smartass kids?” asked Skipper.
“I appreciate having someone nearby with a good sense of

getting things done,” said Tartu, smiling at Jukaro. But Jukaro didn't
smile back.

“From the urgency in your father's voice,” he said, “it's clear
we don't have long. Let's get going!”

* * *

The journey to the Kurundi Valley took them less than a day,
and  they  slept  through  the  night  before  entering  the  Zagunda
territory in the morning. As they neared the Zagunda encampment,
a group of  the king's guards approached them.

“You are approaching the sacred grounds of  the Zagunda,”
one of  them said. “You do not have permission to be here. Come
back  when  we  are  gone.”

“I  am  the  Brute,”  said  Tartu's  father.  “I  have  come  to
witness the trial between Buhara and Nagambi.”

“The Brute!” the guard exclaimed. “Forgive me, friend of
the king, I did not recognize you.”

“There is no forgiveness necessary. I seek audience with the
king  to  inquire  about  the  contest  between  his  sons.”

“Of  course. This way.”
The guard gestured and the small platoon led them to the

largest of  the tents. There was room for all of  them in there, though
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the king of  the Zagunda stared at them as if  they were taking up all
of  his air.

“My  old  friend,  you  and  your...party  have  come  an
inopportune time. As you are no doubt aware, my sons are about to
begin testing to succeed me,” the king said.

“I know,” replied the Brute. “We have come to observe, O
king, on this most glorious of  days.”

“You are welcome, provided your surrender your weapons
to me.”

The Brute looked back and gestured for everyone to do as
he said. 

“Your Majesty, the trial will begin in a few moments,” said
one of  the guards.

“Let us go. Brute, I entreat you and your group to act as
honor  guards  and  escort  me  to  the  testing  ground.”

“As you wish, sire.” Tartu stared at his father. He was being
so accommodating, when Tartu knew he could be ruthless if  one
made an enemy of  him. But the Brute gestured. “Circle around the
king!”

They did as he asked, and they began to march to where the
brothers would be tested. A minor orchestra of  music awaited them.
The absolute center of  the Kirundi Valley had been cleared out and
now the two brothers stood alone. They were twins, identical, tall
and strong. Under the morning sun their skin sparkled with sweat.

The king stood, and proclaimed, “It is time now for me to
end my reign as your leader. I will be replaced, as is the tradition,
with  one  of  my  sons.  The  one  who  is  worthy  will  win  at  the
majority of  the contests I set for them. Let the contests begin now!”

The first of  the brothers, Nagambi, was directed to the edge
of  the circle dedicated to he and his sibling. There were two posts,
and moving  through the  people  near  these  posts  were  two wild
horses. It took seven men apiece to put a bridle on the horses, and
they attached the bridles to ropes which were secured through the
posts. Nagambi took these ropes and waited for the men to release
the horses.

“If  Nagambi  can  resist  the  pull  of  the  horses  for  nine
heartbeats, then he will pass the test,” explained the king. “All of

168



these challenges I performed when I was a young man, against my
own brother.” Then he raised his hand. “Release them!”

The horses broke into a gallop, and Nagambi was pulled into
the  air.  For  six  harrowing  seconds  he  hung  suspended,  straining
against the tug that threatened to rip his arms off. But as that sixth
second passed, he let go, and the horses broke free. He fell to the
ground, exhausted. The horses sprinted towards the crowd, but the
Brute and Tartu sprang into action. Before the horses gained too
much  momentum they  slipped  their  fingers  into  the  bridles  and
tugged. Tartu had difficulty with his horse at first, but to everyone's
surprise he held it once he dug his heels in.

“My boys!”  Patricia  proclaimed joyously.  Sharon stared at
Tartu, and kept staring even after Jukaro waved his hand in front of
her eyes.

“It's amazing!” said Prince Jai then. “It's the same trial as the
first test for the contestants for the throne of  Sun Mai!”

“Just  as  the  Maura  are  spread  out  over  the  world,  it's
possible that people from Sun Mai came here, or vice versa,” said
N'Gala.

Now it was Buhara's turn. Tartu and his father secured the
horses long enough for the Zagunda to recapture them and reattach
their  bridles.  The  king  raised  his  hand,  and  the  handlers  let  the
steeds  go.  Once  again,  the  contestant  was  pulled  upward  as  the
horses  tugged  him  in  two  different  directions.  Buhara  strained
against the tightening in his biceps and shoulders.

Each  second  seemed  to  last  a  lifetime,  but  they  ticked
by...four...five...six...seven...he grunted, and nearly gave in. But in the
time it took for him to think about giving in, he passed the limit.
The first challenge went to Buhara.

“The second challenge is  the  test  of  skill,”  said  the king.
“Nagambi must now attempt to hit a target on a sack of  grain with
an arrow while Buhara balances the sack on his fingertips.”

“This is a variant of  the skill-test of  Sun Mai,” said Jai then.
“I need to learn more about this cultural crossover...”

“Sh!”  N'Gala  said  then.  “I  want  to  watch  this.”
Nagambi readied his arm and pulled back his bow with all

his might. To the crowd's surprise, the arrow that shot from that
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bow scored a perfect bullseye. But Jukaro out of  everyone had been
paying special attention to Nagambi's aim. He had seen that for a
moment, Nagami had nearly released when his arrow hovered over
his brother's heart.

Next it  was Buhara's  turn.  Though his  aim was true,  and
Nagambi  didn't  budge  an  inch,  he  struck  the  outer  part  of  the
target, not the bullseye. The king nodded acquiescently. “This round
is won by Nagambi.”

Nagambi laughed and raised his fist high. The Brute lifted
an eyebrow, and Tartu heard him grumble under his breath.

Buhara wasn't done yet, though. They moved to the ground
opposite the testing posts, to where a bed of  nails poked up from
the sand. The king announced, “The next test is the test of  nerves.
The punishment for failing this challenge is far harsher than losing
the throne.”

This time Jai said, “This differs from the Sun Mai test of
wisdom, but that doesn't mean there can't still be a connection.”

Nagambi,  as  before,  went  first.  He  stared  at  the  nails
anxiously,  but that  cockiness from before came back to him. He
sprinted forward, and took as far a leap as he could manage. He
made it to the other side with no trouble. Jukaro stared urgently.

“Water,” Nagambi called then, and two servants immediately
dashed  up  with  a  bowl  of  it.  He  sipped  it  eagerly  at  first,  but
hurriedly pulled away from his lips. Pretending to splash it over his
arms to cool himself, Jukaro saw that he in fact poured most of  it
onto the sand at  his  feet.  Even with the sun overhead,  the sand
turned into a soft mush.

Nagambi  smiled  at  Buhara  and  gestured  for  him  to  go.
Jukaro whispered to himself, “If  he sinks, he'll fall backwards.”

“What?” Tartu asked.
“If  the sand is too soft it will grip his feet and he'll fall.”
Jukaro's  eyes  flashed  from  Nagambi's  grinning  face  to

Buhara as the second man broke into a run. He glanced back at the
soft sand and realized what he had to do. As Buhara made his leap,
Jukaro ran out  and threw his  weight  into  him.  He knocked him
down with a heavy thud, and both landed beyond the spikes.

The king stood up off  his throne. “What is the meaning of
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this?”
“Your Highness! The wet sand! It would have made Buhara

fall back onto the spikes!” Jukaro focused on Nagambi, directing the
Zagunda's eyes to the treacherous prince.

“Nagambi!” the king cried. “You tried to murder Buhara!”
“I should be king, not he!” snarled Nagambi. “I confess it,

but only because it is a deed which requires no apology!”
“Guards! Remove him! Nagambi is to be exiled! I wish to

never set eyes on him again!”
Nagambi looked like he might try to fight the guards at first,

but he knew there were too many. “The child will pay for this,” he
said simply, glaring at Jukaro. “He will pay.”

They hauled him off, and the king made his way to Buhara.
“My son, the day has come now for you to take my place.

Now I shall be one of  the common people till my ailing body fails
me, and you shall lead us wisely and judiciously.”

He reached to the back of  his neck and hauled up a necklace
from under his robes. The Brute stifled a sound of  surprise as he
saw the shape of  this necklace. “This is the ancient emblem of  our
forefathers,  the  Maura,”  the  king  was  saying.  “Take  it  now,  and
accept the throne of  the Zagunda.”

The necklace of  kings was a golden scarab beetle.
“Darling,  isn't  that  just  like  that  Scarab  that  brought  you

back to life?” Patricia asked in a hushed tone. 
“The  Golden  Scarab.  This  confirms  Kioga's  theory,”  the

Brute said. “The Maura created the ancient artifacts of  the Jaconi
and the Wazuri.  That  Scarab must  be what  the  Jaconi  used as a
template for the Silver one that saved me.”

“Dad, that means Buhara should come with us when we go
to the Wazuri! We can find out the connection between the Golden
Scarab and the Golden Idol,” said Tartu.

The  Brute  looked  at  his  wife.  “He's  right.  I'm  sure  that
Buhara—excuse me, King Buhara will be willing to come with us.”

“Well,  you'll  have a chance to ask him soon. He's coming
this way.”

King  Buhara  walked  past  the  Brute  and Pat,  however,  to
instead greet Jukaro. “Thank you for saving my life,” he said. “You
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are proving to be a young king of  the jungle of  yourself. Tell me, are
you another of  the Brute's children?”

“I'm  not,”  Jukaro  replied.  “But  you  are  welcome,  Your
Majesty.”

“Please, stay here with me another three days. You are all
invited to do so. You are honored guests.”

They knew they ought to get on with the journey, but in the
end it was Jukaro's call. And he said that they would stay.

* * *

On the second night of  their rest with the Zagunda, Jukaro
and Jai stayed up late talking. They had become good friends over
the last few days and now Jai was getting into some rather personal
feelings. Or maybe he was just being a teenager. As the two young
men stared up into the unclouded stars, Jai asked: “What motivates
you most in life, Erik?”

“Weird  question  to  ask  someone  who's  legally  dead  of
pneumonia in a jungle,” Jukaro replied. “All I've known is survival.
Escaping  kidnappers.  Getting  some education  along  the  way.  I'd
never be able to get a job or a career or anything.”

“But  like  deep  down,  you  have  to  have  some  spiritual
component—”

“I'm not religious, if  that's what you mean.”
“I guess I meant that figuratively. Who are you, deep down?”
Erik shrugged. “I guess I'm someone who doesn't want to

die unremembered.”
“That's fascinating!”
“You think so?” he laughed. “I've been dead to the world

since I was just a child. I wish I could have my name back. I wish I
could have a family so that someone somewhere would remember
who I was.” He blinked. “I wish I could die knowing that I didn't
really die back when I was a baby...”

“I'm  sorry,  my  friend,  that  you've  faced  such  hard
experiences.”  The  Prince  set  his  hand  on  Jukaro's.  “I  am  the
opposite. The world knows who I am. But I have no idea.”

“That sounds rough.”
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“There are challenges to being a Prince. I wish I had a name
for myself, instead of  bearing the name of  my grandfather, and my
great-grandfather, and my great-great-grandfather.” 

“But that  all  makes sense,” Jukaro said,  placing his  hands
behind his head. And he meant it.

* * *

They set out into the jungle, and the Brute and Skipper had
flashbacks to the chatter  aboard the ship to Brazil.  But it  wasn't
Tartu and N'Gala arguing this time; it  was the three boys,  Tartu,
Jukaro, and Jai, joking with each other and running off  the path.
King Buhara warned them about the dangers of  leaving the path
but eventually he murmured, “If  they are eaten it is not my fault.” 

N'Gala said, “Sometimes I think about living in Palmyra. It's
only girls there. You don't have to deal with this all the time.”

Her uncle Skipper looked back at her, and said quietly, “All
they do is talk about fighting. I can't stand it.”

“Yeah, I've told Tartu he should look for hobbies.”
“When I was a kid, I did all sorts of  things. I knew how to

keep myself  busy.”
“Okay, Skip, I just want to remind you...you're not  that  old.

You're still  a teenager. 'When you were a kid' was like, five years
ago.”

He laughed.  “I  guess  I'm just  at  the  age  where  I  like  to
pretend I'm old.”

“As shown by how you just said that.”
He grinned. He took being called old as a compliment. At

least at this point in his life.
The Brute listened to his family and newfound friends talk.

But he also focused his senses on the trail ahead. He kept the king
close to him, as well as his wife. Pat's senses were as well-tuned as
his by this point, and so if  he didn't notice something she would.
But to their  mutual  surprise,  it  was Sharon Renault who raised a
hand in warning.

“I hear something!” she called.
“What is it?” asked the Brute.
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“I'm not sure,” she said. “I-I thought I heard people...”
They  waited  in  silence.  Nothing  stirred  in  the  air.  They

seemed to be alone, but in a way that revealed to them they were
anything but.

Just then, the foliage tore open to reveal a small army of
warriors. They let out a bloodthirsty cry and charged towards the
adventurers.  At  once,  the  group  prepared  to  defend  themselves.
Buhara saw at once that they were Zagunda—they were likely rebels
following his brother's commands. 

“For Nagambi!” the Zagunda attackers cried. “For Nagambi,
true king of  the Zagunda!”

Each  of  the  members  of  the  group  had  some  fighting
experience, but none of  them could compare to the Brute. He was a
living storm of  punches and kicks—even as the likes of  Tartu and
N'Gala knocked two of  their foes unconscious, the Brute shoved
down five. He moved quicker than any ordinary man. He battered
his way through the waves of  men, trying to find their leader. But
Nagambi was nowhere in sight.

“Hey!” cried Jukaro. Three of  the Zagunda had restrained
him and were dragging him off  into the jungle. In an instant, Jai and
the Brute were at his side. The Brute lifted up two of  the men and
hurled them off  into the brush; Jai took hold of  the other with his
lariat  and  pulled  him  down  to  the  ground.  But  Jukaro  pointed
outward into the jungle.

“They took Buhara!” he said.
It was true. The Zagunda king was nowhere to be found.
“I  saw  a  group  retreating  south,”  said  Patricia.  “In  the

opposite direction of  the group that tried to take Jukaro.”
“There were stragglers who broke off  my band as well,” said

Jukaro. “So they took him either north or south.”
“We'll split up to find him,” said the Brute. “I'll take N'Gala

and Skip. Pat, you take Tartu, Sharon, Jai, and Jukaro.”
“Will do,” said Patricia. “Safety in numbers. Come on, guys.”
She  took  the  south  path.  The  Brute  and his  squad went

north.
Though N'Gala and Skipper were both fast, they struggled

to keep up with the Brute. His stride was long and he ran like a

174



cheetah. Where there were gaps and faults in the ground, he took to
the  overhead  foliage,  swinging  with  a  perfect  measurement  of
weight and tension. He outpaced them by the length of  a city block
by  the  time  they'd  run  five  minutes.  But  he  saved  some of  the
Zagunda rebels for them, even when he laid into them first.

This was a large group, and they faced the Brute with knifes
and spears. More than once did they find a way to hook his flesh,
but spilling his blood failed to slow him down. In fact, the Brute
seemed to enter a deeper frenzy, fighting harder than ever.

When at last he caught up, Skipper slammed a fist into his
opponent's  face,  knocking  him  to  the  ground.  N'Gala  came  up
behind him, and lunged over him, her knife at the ready.

“Where's Buhara?” she demanded. But the warriors didn't
answer. They insisted on fighting to the last.

She only used her knife non-fatally, relying on heavy kicks to
knock them unconscious. More than once did she come to Skipper's
aid.  “Been a while  since  you fought,  'cousin'?”  she asked with  a
laugh.

“Listen,  you  little  squirt,  I've  been  focusing  on  more
worthwhile things,” he replied, as his fist struck a warrior's head. “If
you want to argue about how many takedowns you have, go find
Tartu.”

“I hope Tartu found Buhara...even if  it means we're wasting
time here,” she said. “I don't see the king.”

“Neither do I,” said Skipper. “I think the northern group
must have taken them.”

They teamed up on the last  standing Zagunda,  their  fists
colliding with him at the same time. “Richard!” Skipper called. “This
was the bluff  group. We have to get back up north!”

The Brute pointed north, and at once cried, “Ongawa!”

* * *

About four miles ahead of  the Brute's group was Pat's. They
had caught their targets, but they had a solid fight ahead of  them.
Tartu, Jukaro, and Pat led the frontal assault, while Jai stayed near to
Sharon with his cord. Tartu was exhilarated to see his mother lay
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waste to an army of  foes.
Jukaro went further than the others, taking on two at a time.

He stared ahead at where he'd seen Nagambi retreat, carrying his
prisoner.

“I don't see them!” he called to the others. “This is just a
distraction!”

Sharon watched as Jai modified his lariat; he tied two looped
weights to the ends of  the cord and threw it outward so that it spun
through the air.  It  hit  two of  the  Zagunda  guards  and wrapped
around them, and when the twin weights collided it  put them to
sleep. Pat and Tartu were mopping up the rest of  the crowd. Jukaro
couldn't  wait  any  longer—every  second  presented  a  chance  for
Nagambi to kill Buhara. He dashed off  into the woods.

“Wait, Jukaro!” Jai shouted then. “He wants to kill you too!”
The group followed the jungle-boy until at last they could

spot two men in the distance. They were Nagambi and Buhara; the
latter was tied to a tree, and Nagambi was readying a spear to pierce
his heart.

“Stop!” Jukaro cried, and he threw himself  into Nagambi as
he'd thrown himself  at Buhara during the competition. The thrown
spear  missed  Buhara's  torso  by  an  inch.  At  once,  Jukaro  began
beating on Nagambi, but the larger man threw him off.

“You've interfered with me again, boy,” he said. “I promised
I would kill you!”

He drew a knife from a sheath on his hip, and prepared to
bring  it  down on Jukaro.  But  as  he  lunged  down,  a  wire  coiled
around his arm. Jai had carried a second lariat, and now it had saved
Jukaro's life.

“Let's finish this!” Tartu declared, and he sprinted forward.
They all joined him, even Sharon. She and Jai held him while Tartu
and Pat gave him a taste of  their fists.

But  he  managed  to  break  their  grip,  throwing  them
backwards, and he turned his hand towards Jai. He seized the young
man by the throat and lifted him up above him. Jukaro made it back
to his feet, and he let out a cry of  protest as Nagambi prepared to
snap Jai's neck. He rushed him and slammed a fist into his flank,
knocking the wind out of  him.
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Nagambi saw that Jukaro had struck him a second, and his
rage consumed him. “I'll kill you all! I'll kill Buhara, and I will kill
everyone  in  the  village  who  is  disloyal  to  me!”

Jukaro stared at him. He drew his knife. “You won't,” was all
he said. In that instance, the air seemed to shift, as if  drawn towards
Jukaro, magnetized by something within him. When he breathed the
wind moved through the air; his lungs were the lungs of  the world.
He let out a long beast-cry, and he charged Nagambi.

The  two  fought  like  beings  out  of  myth.  Their  motions
seemed slow, with after-images following them. But their duel was
quick—they  did  not  hesitate  in  their  brutality.  It  was  Jukaro's
brutality that won out. In a rush of  motion, he knocked Nagambi's
hands aside and placed his palm onto his chest. Pushing back, he
hauled himself  up over Nagambi and landed behind him. Before his
opponent could turn to face him, he brought his arms around and
thrust his knife between Nagambi's ribs. The usurper's breath left
him, and he fell backwards as Jukaro jumped away.

It was over then. Nagambi was on the ground, while Jukaro
stood living before his companions. 

Jai stared at his friend. There was a note of  condemnation in
his gaze.

“Jai—I—”
Only Tartu kept his eye on Nagambi. He saw a flicker of

movement, and his lips curled to let out a warning. But it was too
late.

Nagambi sprung upwards and jumped onto Jukaro's back.
His  knife  plunged  into  his  backside,  and  they  pitched  forward.
Neither of  them moved when they hit the ground.

Prince Jai of  India had been calm up until this point. He had
spent much of  his upbringing as a student of  Tarim Khan, and he
knew how to control himself. But all his training failed now as he
ran towards Jukaro's body. “No!” he shouted. “No, no, no, this can't
be...”

But  his  probing  fingers  detected  no  pulse.  Nagambi  was
dead, but so was Jukaro, Erik Thorsbight.

Jai sobbed, and Tartu fell his knees as tears streamed down
his cheeks. Patricia held him close. N'Gala pulled Sharon close to
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her and wept.
“I don't understand!” cried Jai. “Binns said he had a destiny!

That this was his awakening!” He stared for a time, until at last his
quickened breath slowed. A strange relaxation came over his face.
“He said that this was  Jukaro's  awakening. Jukaro had to find the
secret of  the Golden Idol. And so he shall.”

Tartu's eyes locked onto his young friend, trying not to think
of  how Jukaro could have lived with him and his parents. “Jai, don't
be cryptic. This isn't the right time to act like an old monk—”

“I shall take his name. I shall be Jukaro,” Jai said. “He won't
die unremembered, I promise.”

Tartu's  eyes  widened.  “I-I  understand.  You're  right,  what
Binns told us would happen still can.” He gently stepped away from
his mother,  and set  his  hand on Jai's  shoulder.  “We won't  forget
him, either of  us. For your devotion to him, I swear you, Prince Jai,
to be my honored brother.”

“I accept respectfully,” said Jai. “I, Jukaro, will be the brother
of  Tartu,  son  of  Bomba.”

They took hands. “So may it be,” said Tartu.
“So may it be,” said the new Jukaro.
Then, as if  nothing had happened, they freed Buhara.
“I am eternally in your debt,” he said. “The Zagunda will aid

the Wazuri and Matusa on all fronts.”
“We're grateful for your help, Your Highness,” said Jukaro.

“Please, if  we may request assistance to help bury our friend—”
“You need not even ask, Prince Jukaro,” said King Buhara.

“We  will  return  with  him  to  the  village,  and  I  will  give  him  a
warrior's burial.”

* * *

The time came when the night wind blew out the ceremonial
fires of  Erik Thorsbight's funeral. During this time, the Brute and
Patricia  told Jai—now Jukaro—that he was their  son as much as
Tartu  was.  Jukaro  was  prouder  of  this  fact  than  words  could
describe. The Brute turned his attention to King Buhara.

“I've  been  meaning  to  ask,  Your  Majesty—what  is  the
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significance of  the Golden Scarab that confers you with kingship?”
“It is an emblem of  the Maura,” the king said. “Long ago,

our  Maura  ancestors  ruled this  land in concert  with  the  Matusa.
Using the energy of  the Fountain of  Youth, the Matusa crafted the
Golden Idol, which was inherited by their descendants the Wazuri.
With the Matusa's permission, the Maura then used the Fountain to
craft the Golden Scarab. Together these items were known as the
Keys of  Apotheosis.”

“And that's the original?”
“It is. The Golden Scarab dates back thousands of  years. It

channels  the  youth-granting  energies  of  the  Matusa  Fountain  in
such a  way  that  one can perceive  not  only  one's  past,  but  one's
future, by seeing through the eyes of  one's other reincarnations.”

“That's fantastic,” said the Brute, his heart racing.
“I can see that you are curious about this Scarab because you

have encountered one of  its duplicates. The Matusa became fearful
of  the Maura's use of  the Golden Scarab, as its power to see the
future  would  allow  the  Maura  to  easily  destroy  anyone  they
perceived as an enemy. So a war between the two began. Outrage
wracked the land when it was told that a Matusa king had sired a
child  with  a  Maura  wife.  This  child,  Oma,  overcame  the  stigma
against her birth by devastating the armies of  her mother's people,
leading to the Golden Scarab being lost for centuries. She was so
revered for this that she became a virtual goddess on Earth. But her
upbringing stoked in her the spirit  of  rebellion,  and she was the
mother of  the Jaconi, who were exiled for trying to steal the secret
of  immortality. In imitation of  both the Fountain of  Youth and the
Golden  Scarab,  Oma  created  several  Silver  Scarabs  that  would
extend the lives of  her servants.

“The defeated Maura, meanwhile, spread across the world in
search of  a new homeland. They created a duplicate of  the Matusa's
Apotheosis  Key,  the  Golden Idol,  out  of  copper.  It  possessed a
limited portion of  the Golden Idol's power.”

“But what is that power? Not even the Wazuri know what
their Idol can do when tapped,” said the Brute.

“The  Golden  Scarab  grants  one  power  over  time.  The
Golden Idol, meanwhile, is the key to power over space. While the
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Maura's copper idol could create thin links between dimensions, the
Golden Idol allows free travel within the Multiverse. If  combined
with the Golden Scarab, that is.”

The king began to remove the Scarab from his neck, but the
Brute raised his hand, saying, “I can't accept that, Your Highness.”

“The future tells me that this is the right thing to do. There
is one among you who wishes to return home.”

The Brute looked out across the village at Sharon Renault.
She was walking side by side with his son, and Tartu was making her
laugh.

“Hide it, when you are done,” the king urged. “This power
must never again fall into the wrong hands. I will have a duplicate
made, one without the true Scarab's power, which shall become the
new inheritance of  my people.”

* * *

They proceed without incident to the Wazuri village. Scouts
of  Chief  Ramada told the chief  that they were coming, and Ramada
and the Brute's sister emerged to greet them. The Brute, Skipper,
and Patricia were glad to see Shalimar again, to say nothing of  the
reunion between N'Gala and her parents. Shalimar offered to tell
Tartu some of  her adventures until she saw that his heart was heavy.
He told her what had happened to Erik Thorsbight. She nodded
seriously, and set her hand on Jukaro's shoulder. “Prince Jai, who is
called Jukaro, you are my nephew now for the rest of  your days. I
will aid you in all things and in turn expect your aid.” She whistled,
and suddenly an aging tiger lurched into view from the shrubbery. It
was an odd sight to see a tiger in Africa, but this one had come from
Jukaro's homeland of  India. The tiger carried a litter of  cubs, bound
with cloth, in her mouth. She set down this parcel, and one of  the
tiny cubs began to crawl over to Jukaro.

“I wish to give you one of  Baby's little ones, to accompany
you on your travels.”

“Thank you, Shalimar,” he said, bowing. He scooped up the
tiny kitten and began to stroke her warmly. “It is an honor—I shall
name her Kina,  after one of  my childhood friends. Rest assured,
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Shalimar, the Wazuri will always have me at their backs.”
Shalimar then looked over at  Sharon Renault.  “Who's the

girl?” she asked Tartu, with a knowing grin.
“I'm Sharon Renault.”
“Glad  to  meet  you.  Where  do  you  come  from?”
“Well,  if  Tartu and N'Gala are  right...”  said  Sharon,  “I'm

from another universe.” Shalimar's eyes widened.
“My father may not be here to discuss the topic with you,”

she said. “But one of  my father's comrades from Sun Mai is here.
Tartu's grandfather.”

“Grandfather...?” said Tartu.
A man stepped out from the village, dressed in safari gear.

He wore a wide, pale hat to shield his face from the sun. But he
removed his hat and looked firmly at Patricia and Tartu. His skin
and hair both seemed to shimmer like bronze, and his eyes were
flecked with gold. Tartu spoke his name in shock.

“Doc Ardan!”
Dr. Francis Ardan Jr.  approached his daughter. He set his

hand on her shoulder. “Seeing your face brings warmth to my heart,
Patricia.”

“M-mine too.”
“This  is  your  son?”
“Yes—yes. Your grandson.”
Doc smiled at Tartu. “Pleased to meet you, my boy.”
He looked so young for a man in his sixties. But then, so did

his other grandfather, Tartu realized. 
“Doc,  I  think  they're  here  about  the  Idol,”  said  Shalimar

then.
“Wait, you know why we came here?” asked Tartu.
“As soon as she told me she was from another universe,”

said Shalimar, pointing at Sharon. “You see...in Sun Mai, Doc Ardan
and my dad and Nita Cranston's dad all studied Palanth's documents
from  Aquatania,  the  ones  that  talk  about  the  Multiverse.  They
mention the Idol. And that, dear brother, is the Golden Scarab, isn't
it?”

“It is,” the Brute affirmed.
“We could be standing on the edge of  witnessing a miracle
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of  physics,”  said  Doc Ardan.  “The  Keys  of  Apotheosis  open  a
gateway  to  the  Multiverse,  as  the  ancient  Maura  and the ancient
Matusa intended.”

“Yes, King Buhara told us.” The Brute looked aside. “Doc,
this is a lot to process, even for me.”

“What better  time is  there to decipher the truth than the
present?” asked Shalimar. “We'll go to Ramada. He's with the Idol.
Now we can conduct the experiment Doc's been so giddy about.”

“I have to admit, this brings me back to my youth, tinkering
at my father's side,” said Doc Ardan.

“Destiny drew us here. Don't you feel it?” said Jukaro to the
Brute. “That vision in the cabin was meant to draw us to this place,
in this moment.”

“Places  and  moments  are  the  domain  of  the  Keys  of
Apotheosis,”  said  Doc  Ardan.  “It's  incredible.  Somehow  these
devices contain micro-circuitry that can open passages through the
separations in dimensions...”

“Who says it's circuitry?” said Patricia Harland then. “Maybe
it's  nothing  mechanical  at  all.”

Doc Ardan only raised an eyebrow.
Eventually they reached the ceremonial stand at the north

head  of  the  village.  Chief  Ramada  was  there,  standing  beside  a
podium which housed the Golden Idol. Tartu, N'Gala, Sharon, and
Jukaro all saw that now that it was identical to the Green Goddess
statue from Brazil. Ramada looked as though he had been waiting
for this moment since he was a child.

“I never thought the Scarab survived,” he said, as he saw
around his brother-in-law's neck. “I trust Dr. Ardan's calculations.
But we must be careful. If  we lose control we may create hazards on
our world...or be lost in the Multiverse forever.”

“This  girl,  Sharon  Renault,  needs  to  return  home  to  my
father's Earth,” said the Brute.

“You've made a rare journey,  Sharon,” said Ramada,  “and
you shall have the privilege of  making it again.”

Sharon bit her lip and looked nervously at Tartu. He tried to
avoid her eyes.

“Place the Scarab around the Idol's neck, Richard,” Ramada
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requested. The Brute did as he asked, feeling a strange hum in his
hands as he did so.

At first nothing happened. The group stared urgently at the
Idol,  waiting for some change to take  place.  Then,  slowly,  a  low
buzzing sound entered the air. It was shrill, but calming, somehow.,
like the opening to a familiar song. Tartu was the first to rub his eyes
—the air near the Idol seemed to shimmer and wave, and he was
sure it was a fault of  his eyes until  he knew it  wasn't.  Space was
beginning to change around the Idol,  and it  was  causing  strange
distortions in their minds.

The Wazuri guards at the outer edges could see it too—they
cried out and stepped back as a wound seemed to cut itself  open in
the empty air above the Idol. Through this rift there shone a light
that flashed with all the colors of  the rainbow. It grew wider and
wider, not consuming the Idol but merely overstepping it. It seemed
to  overlay  reality  wherever  it  touched.  The  air  was  split  with  a
distinct smell of  diesel fuel.

Soon, the Brute and his family stood within the embrace of
the rainbow light. Within that light now they could see infinitesimal
dots—and  they  understood,  through  some  unknown  suggestion,
that  these  dots  represented  alternate  Earths.  There  were  billions
upon  billions  of  them,  each  with  their  own histories.  The  same
force that told them what these dots were also entered their minds
in a way that made all this infinity navigable—it was so simple, it
seemed. The merest thought would draw one towards a universe, or
vice-versa.  They  could  not  speak,  but  their  minds  were  linked.
Everyone encouraged Sharon to reach out towards her home.

She closed her eyes—if  she still had eyes—and imagined her
homeworld. She pictured her parents, and her sister Sophia. But try
as  she  might,  she  couldn't  find  her  Earth  anywhere.  Briefly,  she
wondered if  it was possibly her world had been destroyed, but that
seemed impossible. Doc Ardan focused on the problem. They all
felt  an  electric  current  of  thoughts  run through his  mind as  he
processed the possibilities. Through all of  it, he was in disbelief  that
this was happening. His daughter Patricia out of  all of  them felt that
he was confused, as he had never felt disbelief  like this before.

He tried to send them clear messages. “I am scanning the
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entire Multiverse...” he said. “It will take all of  my will to process all
of  these universes at once, but I can do it.” His golden eyes pinched
shut  for  the  longest  time.  They  snapped  open  once  he  finally
touched the Multiverse's  limit.  He felt  the cold shine of  a  mirror
below his fingertips.

As the group sensed this through his mind, they felt  him
gaze into the image of  this mirror, and observed that it was not a
true mirror—somehow, the “reflected” Multiverse was different to
the  one  that  surrounded  them.  This  secondary  Multiverse  they
realized  was,  as  bizarre  and  irrational  as  it  was  to  consider,  the
“higher”  Multiverse,  which  groaned  and  creaked  under  its  own
immense weight. Its shadow was so heavy that it became a Multiverse
in itself, and this was their Multiverse. The world Johnny Bradford
and Sharon Renault had come from was part of  the higher cosmos.
It was the twin of  their world, but fundamental differences existed
in its history. Despite this differences they were bound across this
mirror-barrier,  this  Mirror-Realm  which  separated  the  two
Multiverses. 

“It's like a vinyl record,” Doc Ardan whispered. “Theirs is
the A-Side. Ours is the B-Side.”

“Can  we  cross?”  asked  the  Brute.  “What's  inside  that
Mirror-Realm?”

“There are worlds within and without it.  The Dreamlands
are full  of  monsters  and fantasies  beyond imagination.  The Lost
Stream is the place where events non-canon to the Multiverse occur.
We would be erased from time if  we set foot in it.”

“Then she can't return home,” said the Brute. A chorus of
sorrow and apology broke out among the joined minds, but Sharon
spoke out against them.

“I  accepted  that  I  may  never  return  home.  If  it's  not
possible, I will build a life here. This isn't an awful thing for me.
Someday, I want to return to my sister. But for now I will stay here,
in this shadow-Multiverse.”

“Sharon...” Tartu said, but she dismissed the apology in his
mind.

“Let me stay with you. I have no one here besides you guys.”
“O-of  course! Of  course.” They both smiled.
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The  group  parsed  through  their  individual  thoughts  and
feelings as they realized their journey had concluded.

The Brute said, “We can't allow this power to fall into the
wrong hands.” They all agreed. It was time to close this and split the
Keys of  Apotheosis once more.

But they had had their Apotheosis.  They had seen all  the
worlds out there—they had felt them. They would never forget that. 

They began to focus  their  will  on  closing  the  Multiversal
gate. Slowly, the material world began to fade back around them, like
ice  melting  under  the  sun.  “The  quest  ends,”  said  Jukaro.  “The
forces of  destiny are fulfilled. For now.”

In  the  shimmer  of  the  Multiverse,  in  all  its  sounds  and
music, it was both Jukaros who said that. Erik Thorsbight still lived
on other worlds, where he would live happily, and die an old man.

Doc Ardan would take the Scarab with him back to Sun Mai.
The  Idol  would  remain  with  the  Wazuri,  as  it  had  for  many
generations. The journey from the village back to Sun Mai would be
another adventure for all of  them.

The whisper of  Jukaro remained with Tartu and Jai. They
would remember him for all their days. Even if  they chose to bathe
in the Matusa's Fountain, and they lived beyond the death of  the
jungle, and beyond the million new forests that took its place, they
would remember. 
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And so they went,
two brothers forged together by an unbreakable link. 

Joined by Sharon, they continued their hunt for Boygur until 1968, when he was
at last defeated by the younger brother of  the first Jukaro. With the long quest
over, Tartu and Sharon married. In the next few years, Tartu would become a

doctor in many fields, and journeyed the world with a quintet of  assistants,
including Sharon, Jukaro, and the grandsons of  three of  his grandfather's
comrades. In 1973, Tartu and his group dueled with a pirate captain who

caused trouble in South America—in 1980 they came to the island of  a man
named Roarke, also called Seacrist, and Tartu met the Great Detective, who

came there at his request. 

In 1983, his entire family unanimously agreed to reactivate the Golden Idol.

That was when the adventure truly began.

FINIS


